POETRY | i%

Liu Nianchun pUFAE=

MEMORY g1z

When white clouds left footprints on the azure shores UERAEEATIRE BT — R
When freedom and the wind walked together 4 H i 5 XMAERE AT

We chose the dark of night ARSI

There was a song popular in the dark night BHBERATEH]

“I found a coin beside the road “IRAE T ELIRR) 4
and gave it to that uncle policeman” AL EEEAA

Like a dream, an illusion nEns]

Collectively lost in SRARIR AT

Mao’s power-stuffed brain EFEAR T T B K i B
No blue skies WA

No open land B R M

In Cell 24 of the Beijing Detention Center FEAL S <5 il — U fa L
There was a man, then, WHy, H—1TA

Who scrawled his name, BB TR R AR R k4T
Rusty nail gripped in trembling fingers, TEFE A M5 PR At B
On the weathered wall of the death row cell EERBZ T B OHET
The death row yard was a desolate place SRR B R RS

Time seemed to have stopped there I [t BA P22 1

But for one big vigorous tree —IRA AL B R

Where magpies multiplied KW e B AT 79

How many springs have gone and autumns come Z D IREZHROR

Under the searching gaze of their progeny HERT R EEE

All this has disappeared S IIRELS E PN

Yet his name! SR, A H) &

His “On Family Background” SR <HiEig»

And that stagnant time S BRASE LA A ]

Are, generation upon generation, o&—

Etched in the people’s memory — A RIECI B

Translated by J. Latourelle

Notes

1. Lu Luoke (b. 1942) is best known for his 1966 essay, “On Family Background,” in which he argues forcefully against the idea that
family background is the main factor which determines one’s attitude to the Party. He was arrested in 1968 for counter-revolu-
tionary crimes and executed in 1970, at the age of 27.
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