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Yan Li
OUR INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

It has erupted again

As if the human gene for poetry

Were specially primed for disaster and great emotion
The last time

And the time before that

Seem so distant

But this time the spirit of poetry

Shaken by Nature’s outburst

Shook our spiritual numbness

Born of the accumulation of things

In the midst of our consumerist society

Shook open a fissure money can’t begin to fill
Shook apart our road paved

Toward stocks and real estate

Shook awake consciences lost in the depths of greed

It has erupted again

We had almost forgotten that

Poetry, the most powerful form of expression

Truly, in this land of ours

Is the intangible cultural heritage which is most worthy of our pride
I don’t want to predict what sort of big event will bring it forth
Next time

Or the time after that

Or

Like natural disasters, it’s unpredictable

But the spirit of poetry

Is always an inner harbinger for those who love freedom

In this land beset with disaster and suffering
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