Li Li

A MOMENT OF SILENCE, FOR CHILDREN KILLED IN THE EARTHQUAKE

A moment of silence, for buds destroyed by Spring A moment of silence, for the capricious tremors
Before they could burst into flower For fear
And for the life-mocking sudden death sentence
A moment of silence, not for great men who did good without favor of trial
Not for the Buddhas smashed in the temples
But for those small frail lives, the grass and the snails A moment of silence, for the sound of that last sigh
For that last unheard prayer in the darkness, a child’s
A moment of silence, for the paradise of voices prayer
reciting
Which when sweeping over the fields of hope A moment of silence, for ruins as tranquil as the blue
Becomes a hell of mournful wailing sky
For the cave-ins mysteriously shaped like the For the philosophy of life in a book in the ruins
character “prison” For small hands that will no longer turn textbook pages
For weeping eyes fixed on the stars, and like stars,
A moment of silence, for the vanishing cries of now unable to close
“Daddy!” and “Mama!”
For phrases like “going on an outing,” “going to A moment of silence, for cruel memorial rites
school,” “going home” For the cruel forgetting that follows
For the unclaimed cell phones For forgetting

A moment of silence, for the earth, blindly turning

And for hearts, blindly beating

And for the reinforced concrete and the stones,
not knowing to escape after killing people. They
were for killing people

A moment of silence, for the classroom doorframe
Suddenly transformed into a knife in the back

And for the child who wanted to be Ultraman*

But in the end flickered into candlelight lines of poetry

*Ultraman is a cartoon superhero who starred in the 1960s Japanese television series Ultraman.
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