
Rights defenders and civil society under attack [Compiled by HRIC] 

Select cases, September 1 - 29, 2009 

 

Sentencing 

 On September 1, democracy activist Xie Changfa (谢长发) was sentenced to 13 

years in prison for planning the first national congress of the China Democratic 

Party.
1
 

 On September 29, Hu Jianhong (胡建红) was informed that the Reeducation-

Through-Labor (RTL) Decision Committee of Gansu Province rejected the appeal 

by her husband, environmental activist Sun Xiaodi (孙小弟), and their daughter, 

Sun Dunbai (孙敦白), and upheld its original decision to sentence them to two 

years, and one-and-a-half year, respectively.
2
  

 

Arrest and detention 

 Beijing-based petitioners Pei Baoyin (裴宝印) and Zhang Guohua (张国华) 

were detained while distributing leaflets on Jinshui Bridge in front of Tiananmen 

Square on September 4.
3
  

 

 Liu Hai (刘海) – father of two children who developed kidney stones after 

drinking milk made from melamine-tainted milk formula – was detained on 

September 9 by Kunshan, Jiangsu police while waiting for a train en route to 

Beijing to attend what officers told him was an “illegal meeting.”
4
 

 Liang Yongli (梁永立) was detained outside the Ministry of Health in Beijing 

when he joined a protest with other parents of children sickened by vaccines. He 
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was returned to Jiangmen, Guangdong on September 11 and locked inside the 

Xinhua District Party School. He was released on September 14 under the 

condition that he would not return to Beijing before October 8.
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 Wang Yihua (王义华) was summoned by the local police in Xingzhou, Hubei, 

on September 15. His family was told that he was being detained for criticizing 

the local government on the Internet the next day.
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 As of September 16, Beijing based activist Zhou Li (周莉) had been detained for 

over a month; a formal arrest is expected soon.
7
 

 

 Beijing house church activist Hua Huiqi (华惠棋) was detained by police 

officers on September 17; his current whereabouts are unknown. Hua had just 

returned to Beijing from a forced “vacation” in Shanxi after learning that the 

house church and occupational training class run by Hua’s ministry, the Tent-

makers Christian Fellowship, had been raided by officials on September 13.
8
 

 

 Zhuhai, Guangdong-based petitioner Chen Fengqiang (陈风强) was formally 

arrested on September 19 on charges of “provoking an incident and causing a 

serious disturbance.” Chen was taken by authorities on August 15; he later 
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informed his family that he was being held in a detention center in Chongwen 

District, Beijing, for “obstructing official business.”
9
 

 

Surveillance and house arrest 

 Wang Xue’e (汪雪娥), wife of imprisoned writer Lü Gengsong (吕耿松), has 

been under 24-hour surveillance since September 11.
10

 

 

 On September 15, Beijing-based rights defense lawyer Jiang Tianyong (江天勇) 

was placed under house arrest for half a day during the opening of the fourth 

plenary session of the 17th Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

China.
11

 

 

 Cha Jianguo (查建国), first Chairman of the China Democratic Party, was put 

under house arrest on September 15.
12

 

 

 Mao Qingxiang (毛庆祥), member of Independent Chinese PEN and former 

democracy activist, and his family came under 24-hour surveillance by  police 

officers  on September 15. Other Zhejiang based activists, including the entire 

family of petitioner Zhu Yingdi (朱瑛娣), Democratic Party member Zhu 

Yufu(朱虞夫), and Zhu Zhengming (祝正明) received the same treatment.
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 Xu Yonghai (徐永海) – a Beijing based Christian activist – has been under close 

surveillance since September 15.
14

  

 

 On September 15, retired professor Sun Wenguang (孙文广) was placed under 

house surveillance and his online communications were monitored.
15

 

 

 According to Jiang Tianyong, Beijing-based rights defense lawyer Li Xiongbing 

(黎雄兵) was placed under house arrest in late September.
16

  

 

 Beijing-based rights defense lawyer Cheng Hai (程海) informed Radio Free Asia 

on September 22 that he had not (yet) come under surveillance, but that he knew 

that rights defense lawyer Li Fangping (李方平) was under surveillance and that 

Liu Xiaoyuan (刘晓原), Tang Jitian (唐吉田) Liu Wei (刘巍), Jiang Tianyong, 

and Teng Biao (腾彪) had all left Beijing.
17

 

 

Forced departure from home  

 Gao Hongming (高洪明) – Beijing-based veteran of the 1979 Democracy Wall 

Movement – and rights defenders Wang Ling (王玲) and Yang Jing (杨靖) were 
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forced to go on a “vacation” outside Beijing with police chaperones on September 

15.
18

 

 

 On September 16, Qi Zhiyong (齐志勇), who was injured in the June Fourth 

crackdown, was forced to leave Beijing by state security officers.
19

  

 

 On September 26, dissident and activist Chen Tianshi (陈天石) was forced to 

leave Beijing by authorities from Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, where 

his hometown is located. Chen, who was active in the 1989 Democracy 

Movement and is now a house church leader, was told that he could return to 

Beijing on October 3.
20

  

 

Disappearance 

 Beijing-based dissident Li Hai (李海) disappeared on September 17. According 

to a friend, Liu Di (刘荻), Li had been informed by state security officers that he 

would not be permitted to remain in Beijing during National Day.
21

 

 

 Shenzhen-based democracy activist Guo Yongfeng (郭永丰) disappeared on 

September 18. Guo had been informed on September 17 that his suit against the 

Shenzhen police for illegal detention would be heard in court on September 22. 
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Guo informed several people online about the case that night; the next day he 

went missing.
22

 

 

 Shenzhen consumer rights activist Chen Shuwei (陈书伟) has not been heard 

from since September 22. His phone has been turned off, and he cannot be 

contacted online. Additionally, he has made no new blog postings for more than 

three weeks.
23

 

 

 Yao Lifa (姚立法), a prominent proponent of direct elections, did not return 

home after being summoned to the police station on September 24. Earlier in 

September, Yao had been questioned three times by officers from the public 

security brigade.  
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