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! William Zheng, “China’s legal reforms seek to cement party leadership’s role,” South China Morning Post,
January 12, 2021, https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3117316/chinas-legal-reforms-seek-cement-
party-leaderships-role.

2 Taige Hu and Changhao Wei, “Communist Party Releases New Set of NPC-Related Reform Goals in First Five-
Year Plan on Building Rule of Law in China,” NPC Observer, January 10, 2021,
https://npcobserver.com/2021/01/10/communist-party-releases-new-set-of-npc-related-reform-goals-in-first-five-
year-plan-on-building-rule-of-law-in-china/; and “Xi Focus: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law guides law-
based governance in China,” Xinhua News, December 10, 2020, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-
12/10/c_139578646.htm.

3 Melissa Zhu, “Jury still out on China’s legal reform and judicial independence,” South China Morning Post, April
3, 2021, https://www.scmp.com/economy/article/3128422/jury-still-out-chinas-legal-reform-and-judicial-
independence; and “Open letter on the rule of law in China [by 14 NGOs],” Human Rights in China, September 9,
2019, https://www.hrichina.org/en/press-work/joint-statements/open-letter-rule-law-china.

4 Moritz Rudolf, “Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law: New Substance in the Conflict of Systems with China,”
German Institute for International and Security Affairs, April 28, 2021, https://www.swp-
berlin.org/publications/products/comments/2021C28 Jinping_RuleOfLaw.pdf.
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5 Law of the People’s Republic of China on Lawyers (2008),
http://english.www.gov.cn/archive/laws_regulations/2014/08/23/content_281474983042459.htm.

& Ministry of Justice, Management Methods on Law Firms ({£hZ= & Fr & 18 /%) [effective January 15, 2019],
Art. 3 (Chinese: http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2018-12/31/content_5437152.htm), no English translation
publicly available.

7 Ibid, Art. 4.

8 Ministry of Justice, Measures on the Administration of Lawyers' Practice ({EJfHt M IR IZE) [effective
November 1, 2016], Art. 40 (Chinese: https://perma.cc/QBG5-7KWY, unofficial English translation:
http://chinalawtranslate.com/%E5%BE%8B%E5%B8%88%E6%89%A7%E4%B8%9A%ET7%AEYALY%ET7%90%8
6%E5%8AY%IEYEE%B3%95/?lang=¢en).

9 C. H. Poon, “Legal Services Industry in Hong Kong,” Hong Kong Trade Development Council Research, May 20,
2021, https://research.hktdc.com/en/article/MzEzODC5NTKS5.

10 “Hong Kong: The Facts — Legal System”, GovHK, February 2021,
https://www.gov.hk/en/about/abouthk/factsheets/docs/legal_system.pdf.

11| egal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159) (2003), https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap159'en.pdf.

12 Selina Cheng, “Legal aid reform: Critics fear right to choose lawyer will be undermined but Hong Kong gov’t
advisor says plan will be “fairer’,” Hong Kong Free Press, October 25, 2021,
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/10/25/legal-aid-reform-critics-fear-right-to-choose-lawyer-will-be-undermined-but-
hong-kong-govt-advisor-says-plan-will-be-fairer/.

13 |bid; and Chunyi Chen, “Some Fundamentals Regarding China’s ‘Government-designated Lawyers’,”
ChinaChange, September 24, 2020, https://chinachange.org/2020/09/24/some-fundamentals-regarding-chinas-
government-designated-lawyers/.
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14 Article 4 of the Law on Lawyers of the People's Republic of China states that "The judicial administrative
departments conduct supervision and guidance of lawyers, law firms and bar associations according to the present
law." Article 4 of the Charter of the All-China Lawyers Association states that "Lawyers associations receive the
supervision and guidance of judicial administrative departments.”

15 NPC Standing Committee, Law on Lawyers of PRC (14 A R F1E £ f3%) [amended as of September 1,
2017], Art. 45 (Chinese: http://www.npc.gov.cn/zgrdw/npc//xinwen/2017-09/12/content_2028697.htm), no English
translation publicly available.

16 Ministry of Justice, Statistical Analysis of the Work of Lawyers and Grassroots Legal Services in 2020 (2020 £ &

BIb. BERERRS TESIT247), June 11, 2021 (Chinese:
http://www.moj.gov.cn/pub/stbgw/zwxxgk/fdzdgknr/fdzdgknrtjxx/202106/t20210611_427394.html), no English
translation publicly available.

17 All-China Lawyers Association, Association Introduction (/= 48) (Chinese:
http://www.acla.org.cn/home/toMenu?menuldStr=1), no English translation publicly available.

18 “Beijing Lawyers' Appeal for Direct Elections,” Human Rights in China, August 26, 2008,
https://www.hrichina.org/en/content/289; and “Campaign for Direct Elections of Beijing Lawyers Association,
2008-2009,” ChinaChange, July 8, 2019, https://chinachange.org/2019/07/08/campaign-for-direct-elections-of-
beijing-lawyers-association-2008-2009/.

19 “China Lawyers Who Called For Bar Elections are Fired,” The New York Tjmes, November 6, 2008,
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/06/world/asia/06iht-beijing.1.17584310.html.

20 Jerome A. Cohen, “The Struggle for Autonomy of Beijing’s Public Interest Lawyers,” Human Rights in China,
April 1, 2009, https://www.hrichina.org/en/content/3692.
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21 Under the UN Principles, “professional associations of lawyers have a vital role to play in upholding professional
standards and ethics, protecting their members from persecution and improper restrictions and infringements,
providing legal services to all in need of them, and cooperating with governmental and other institutions in
furthering the ends of justice and public interest.” Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (1990),
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/roleoflawyers.aspx.

22 |bid.

23 Emily Feng, “"Where No One Dares Speak Up': China Disbars Lawyers On Sensitive Cases,” National Public
Radio, February 18, 2021, https://www.npr.org/2021/02/18/963217332/where-no-one-dares-speak-up-china-disbars-
lawyers-on-sensitive-cases.

24 All-China Lawyers Association Rules on Prohibiting the Hyping of Cases in Violation of Rules (H7 44 E £ Jfi i
LeSe T2k E P AE RAEKFRM) [passed on October 15, 2021], Art. 4 (Chinese:
http://www.acla.org.cn/article/page/detailByld/32079, unofficial English translation:
https://www.chinalawtranslate.com/en/lawyers-speech/).

3 Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (2020), https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/A406.

% Kari S. Lindberg, Natalie Lung, and Pablo Robles, “How Hong Kong’s National Security Law Is Changing
Everything,” Bloomberg, October 6, 2021, https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2021-hong-kong-national-security-
law-arrests/.

27 Societies Ordinance (Cap. 151) (1911), https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap151.

28 Rhoda Kwan, “Hong Kong’s Justice Sec. warns law societies to steer clear of politics after Chinese state media
blasts barristers,” Hong Kong Free Press, August 16, 2021, https://hongkongfp.com/2021/08/16/hong-kongs-justice-
sec-warns-law-societies-to-steer-clear-of-politics-after-chinese-state-media-blasts-barristers/.

29 “One more barrister quits Hong Kong Bar Association council,” The Standard, August 16, 2021,
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/4/178908/One-more-barrister-quits-Hong-Kong-Bar-
Association-council.

30 “Hong Kong’s Justice Sec. warns law societies to steer clear of politics after Chinese state media blasts
barristers,” op. cit.

31 ““Intrusive power’: Concern over proposed Hong Kong law that could bar anyone from leaving city,” Agence
France-Presse, February 13, 2021, https://hongkongfp.com/2021/02/13/intrusive-power-concern-over-proposed-
hong-kong-law-that-could-bar-anyone-from-leaving-city/.

32 “Hong Kong’s Justice Sec. warns law societies to steer clear of politics after Chinese state media blasts
barristers,” op. cit.
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33 Helen Davidson, “Beijing calls Hong Kong bar association chief an ‘anti-China politician’,” The Guardian, April
27, 2021, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/27/beijing-calls-hong-kong-bar-association-chief-an-anti-
china-politician.

34 Chris Lau, “Exclusive | Hong Kong Bar chief Paul Harris ‘removed’ from national security trial by legal aid
officials against activist client’s wish,” South China Morning Post, November 30, 2021,
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3157921/hong-kong-bar-chief-paul-harris-removed-
national-security?utm_source=rss_feed.

35 Chris Lau, ““Apolitical”’ Hong Kong barristers emerge as possible candidates to run Bar Association, thaw frosty
relations with Beijing,” South China Morning Post, October 18, 2021, https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-
kong/politics/article/3152670/apolitical-hong-kong-barristers-emerge-possible-candidates.

36 “Our Profile,” The Law Society of Hong Kong, undated, https://www.hklawsoc.org.hk/en/About-the-Society/Our-
Profile.

37 “Hong Kong lawyers attacked by pro-Beijing media defeated in heated Law Society poll,” Reuters, August 25,
2021, https://www.reuters.com/world/china/hong-kong-lawyers-attacked-by-pro-beijing-media-defeated-heated-
law-society-poll-2021-08-25/.

38 «“Law Society election in Hong Kong spotlights tensions over China, legal system,” Reuters, August 24, 2021,
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/hong-kong-law-society-election-china-2132706.

% Ibid; and Qingqing Chen and Fandi Cui, “HKSAR govt could step in if Law Society dominated by pro-opposition
candidates: experts, ” Global Times, August 24, 2021,https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202108/1232360.shtml.

%0 Chris Lau, “Hong Kong Law Society will offer legal perspective only when it comes to social issues, new
president says,” South China Morning Post, August 31, 2021, https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-
kong/politics/article/3146992/hong-kong-law-society-councillor-known-liberal-approach.

41 Walter Lohman and Justin Rhee, “2021 China Transparency Report,” The Heritage Foundation, June 2021,
http://thf media.s3.amazonaws.com/2021/China_Transparency Report.pdf; and Frank Tang, “China’s data
protection rules among ‘core challenges’ facing British firms, despite steps to open economy,” South China Morning
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https /Ithediplomat.com/2021/07/chinas-709-crackdown-is-still-going-on/.

4 “Flee at Once: China’s Besieged Human Rights Lawyers,” op. cit.
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67 Candice Chau, “Hong Kong democrats to plead guilty over banned 2020 Tiananmen Massacre vigil,” Hong Kong
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L Chris Lau, “Exclusive | Hong Kong Bar chief Paul Harris ‘removed’ from national security trial by legal aid
officials against activist client’s wish,” South China Morning Post, November 30, 2021,
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3157921/hong-kong-bar-chief-paul-harris-removed-

national-security?utm_source=rss_feed.
2 1pid.
8 “China’s 709 Crackdown Is Still Going On,” op. cit.
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https://www.hrichina.org/chs/xin-wen-gong-zuo/sheng-ming/zhong-guo-ren-quan-dun-cu-yun-xu-du-li-guan-cha-yuan-jian-du-dui-wei
https://www.hrichina.org/chs/709da-zhua-bu-wu-zhou-nian-dui-lu-shi-fa-lu-gong-zuo-zhe-he-wei-quan-ren-shi-de-zhen-ya
https://www.hrichina.org/chs/709da-zhua-bu-liu-zhou-nian-zhi-jing-bu-qu-de-nu-xing
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3157921/hong-kong-bar-chief-paul-harris-removed-national-security?utm_source=rss_feed
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4 “UN experts call for decisive measures to protect fundamental freedoms in China,” United Nations Office of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights, June 26, 2020,
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26006

S U.N. experts’ joint communication of September 24, 2021, (UA CHN 10/2021), September 24, 2021,
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=26658.

"8U.N. experts’ joint communication of April 28, 2021 (AL CHN 4/2021), April 28, 2021,
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=26337; and U.N.
experts’ joint communication of May 4, 2020 (AL CHN 9/2020), May 4, 2020,
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=25187.

7 Human Rights in China, “Input for report on disinformation: To the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression,” February 15, 2021. This submission focuses on the
human rights challenges posed when misinformation is created and disseminated by the state itself or by state
supported actors. This submission has not been made public. MS on file.

8 UN experts’ joint communication on the Decision of the National People's Congress on Establishing and
Improving the Legal System and Enforcement Mechanisms for Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (OL CHN 13/2020), June 19, 2020,
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownlL oadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=25354; Seven UN
experts’ communication to China urging review and reconsideration of National Security Law to comply with
international law, September 1, 2020, at:
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=25487.
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