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The theme of this issue of CRF, Gray Zones, refers to two different phenomena. 
The first is the excessive generality and ambiguity of Chinese law, and its inconsis-
tent enforcement, which allows the authorities to use the legal system as a tool of
oppression rather than protection of ordinary citizens. A legal system that empha-
sizes political expediency over morality leaves many Chinese citizens walking a
tightrope of acceptable behavior. Internet users find that expressions of solidarity
with the oppressed transform them into enemies of the State, while journalists ful-
filling their duty to inform the public and expose wrongdoing become targets of offi-
cially sanctioned revenge. Official lending policies may result in the prosecution of a
private businessman such as Sun Dawu for taking illegal but essentially harmless
loans from members of the public, while a well-connected businessman such as
Zhou Zhengyi can obtain limitless funding for development projects that displace
thousands of people with little or no compensation.

The other type of gray area relates to China’s marginal people, including ethnic
minorities, migrants and other disadvantaged groups. This issue of CRF examines
the ways in which the global campaign against terrorism has provided China with a
pretext to further suppress the Muslim minority of the Xinjiang Autonomous Region.
Ethnic minorities, along with rural residents, girls and the handicapped, are also
less likely to benefit from efforts to ensure comprehensive education for all of
China’s children. Meanwhile, people appealing for redress of injustice, most of
them from outlying rural areas, end up living no better than beggars in the streets of
Beijing. As illustrated in the recent Chinese movie, “Blind Shaft,” it is these mar-
ginal people, so often overlooked in the grand overviews of China’s economic
progress, who are the real indicators of where the country is now, and the improve-
ment of whose lots will be the true test of the success of China’s reforms. China’s
future stability depends not only on its burgeoning trade relations with the world,
but also on its ability to ensure that its citizens are fed, employed, sheltered and
secure in the knowledge of a government that places their interests and basic
rights first.

This issue of CRF introduces a new feature, Open Forum, reflecting feedback from
our readers. We hope for a lively and meaningful dialogue between readers, writers
and editorial staff in keeping with our common desire for a freer and more demo-
cratic China. All opinions—and of course submissions for articles—are wholeheart-
edly welcomed.

—Stacy Mosher, Editor
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