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APPEAL FOR IMPRISONED ACTIVISTS

Du Daobin, 39, a civil servant from Hubei

Province, was detained on October 28,

2003 by the Yingcheng Public Security

Bureau following his dissemination through

the Internet of petitions and pleas for the

release of Liu Di, a college student also

known as the “Stainless Steel Rat.” Du had

also published a number of articles on the

Internet calling for political and social

reform. Du was formally arrested on Novem-

ber 12, 2003 for “incitement to subvert

state power,” and was indicted by the Xiao-

gan Public Procuratorate on February 17,

2004. Du has been held at the Xiaogan

Prison in Hubei Province since his deten-

tion on October 28, 2003. According to

sources, he has been denied family visita-

tion and access to his lawyer, Li Zongyi.

Popular outcry and calls for Du’s release

have come from all over China, including a

petition signed by more than 100 legal

scholars and academics as well as 900

others who added their signatures via the

Internet.  

Luo Yongzhong, 36, an Internet essayist,

was detained on June 14, 2003 by

Changchun State Security Bureau officials

at his apartment in Changchun city, Jilin

Province. Luo, who is handicapped, had

published more than 150 articles online on

topics such as the plight of the disabled

and the need for constitutional reform. The

Changchun State Security Bureau initially

arrested Luo on suspicion of “endangering

state security,” but at his trial at the

Changchun Intermediate People’s Court on

October 14, 2003, Luo was charged with

“incitement to subvert state power.” Upon

conviction he was sentenced to three years

imprisonment and two years deprivation of

political rights upon release. Luo is cur-

rently being held at Changchun No.3 Deten-

tion Center.

Dai Xuezhong, 49, a long-time dissident

from Shanghai, was detained without a war-

rant around the middle of November 2002

by the Shanghai Public Security Bureau

after signing an open letter to China’s 16th

Party Congress calling for political reform.

Dai was detained around the same time as

at least six of the 192 signatories to the

petition, including He Depu, Ouyang Yi and

Zhao Changqing. Although never formally

arrested or given a public trial, Dai was sen-

tenced to three years of Re-education

Through Labor (RTL) for “endangering state

security.” Dai’s family was not notified of

his detention until December 3, 2002,

when they were told to bring clothes and

other necessities for Dai to the PSB Deten-

tion Center in Shanghai’s Putuo District.

Dai’s persistent demands for human rights

and democratic reform have resulted in his

being imprisoned and sent to RTL camps

on many occasions. He is currently being

held at the Shanghai Dafeng Nongchang

Camp in Dafeng city, Jiangsu Province.

Du Daobin: held at Xiaogan Prison 

in Hubei Province

Governor

Hubei Provincial People’s Government

Hunansheng Renmin Zhengfu 7

Wuyizhonglu Changshashi

Hunan Sheng, PRC

Luo Yongzhong: held at Changchun No.3

Detention Center

Governor

Jilin Provincial People’s Government

Jilinsheng Renmin Zhengfu 11

Xinfalu Changchunshi

130051 Jilinsheng, PRC

Dai Xuezhong: held at Shanghai Dafeng

Nongchang Camp

Mayor Han Zheng

Shanghai Municipal People’s Government

Shanghaishi Renmin Zhengfu

30 Fuzhou lu

Shanghaishi 200002, PRC

Please join the international community in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of these and other Internet and political

activists. Please send letters to the designated addresses below, emphasizing the need for free flow of information, the right to exercise

freedom of expression and the right to free assembly. 

In order to assuage international criticism of its previous handling of public health crises such as SARS and Avian influenza outbreaks, the

Chinese government has struggled to promote itself as a transparent government in which information is freely shared. However, free flow of

information among the greater Chinese population is still being actively discouraged. Those expressing their criticisms of the government’s

policies towards political reform on the Internet and in open letters to the government are still subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention.

Send copies of above appeals to:

President Hu Jintao

CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY 

Yongdingmen Street 

Beijing 100032, PRC

Prime Minister Wen Jiabao

Guowuyuan 

9 Xihuangchenggenbeijie 

Beijing 100032, PRC

National People’s Congress

Quanguo Renmin Dahuitang 

19 Xijiaominxiang, Xichengqu 

Beijing 100805, PRC

 


