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Xu Wanping (b. 1961), a human rights

activist formerly imprisoned for his involve-

ment in the 1989 Tiananmen protests, was

detained on March 30, 2005 for allegedly

organizing and participating in anti-Japan-

ese protests. He was formally charged with

“incitement to subvert state power” on

May 24. Since his case was said to involve

“state secrets,” his family received no

details of the charges, were not informed

of the trial date and were prohibited from

visiting Xu. He was tried in secret at the

Chongqing No. 1 Intermediate’s People’s

Court, where he was represented by a gov-

ernment-appointed lawyer. On December

23, Xu was found guilty of “incitement to

subvert state power” on the basis of

recruitment he had allegedly carried out on

behalf of the outlawed China Democracy

Party, and was sentenced to 12 years in

prison and four years’ subsequent depriva-

tion of political rights. 

Yang Tianshui (b. 1961), an online journal-

ist and freelance writer also known as Yang

Tongyan, was detained on December 23,

2005, by plainclothes police in Nanjing and

later transferred to Zhenjiang. He was for-

mally arrested on January 20, 2006 on

suspicion of “divulging state secrets.” Yang

has been denied access to a lawyer, and

his family has not been informed about the

details of the charges against him because

the government considers the case to

involve “state secrets.” Yang has published

many essays on overseas Web sites criti-

cizing the government and detailing cases

of official corruption, the torture of human

rights activists and the abuse of inmates in

Chinese prisons. Yang is currently awaiting

trial, and concerns have been expressed

over his welfare in prison. 

Zhao Yan (b. 1962), a political activist and

researcher for The New York Times, was

detained on September 17, 2004 on suspi-

cion of “illegally providing state secrets to

foreigners,” a crime punishable by execu-

tion. Zhao’s arrest is apparently related to

a report in The New York Times on Septem-

ber 7, 2004 detailing Jiang Zemin’s plans

to retire from the Central Military Commis-

sion two days prior to the official announce-

ment. However, Times executives have

repeatedly asserted that Zhao had nothing

to do with the report. Inquiries made by The

New York Times through the U.S. State

Department went unanswered, and Zhao’s

lawyer was not informed of the formal

charges until December 2005. After being

held in an undisclosed location for over a

year, Zhao was allowed to meet with some

family members, who reported that he had

lost more than 10 kilograms in custody. 

The recent crackdown on activists may be seen as the government’s attempt to control public discontent over official scandals such as

environmental degradation, corruption and land grabs; the leadership appears concerned that media reports, in particular, will fuel these

tensions. 

Join the international community in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of these and other democracy activists. Please

send letters to the designated addresses below, emphasizing the need for the rule of law, free flow of information and the right to exercise

freedom of expression. Where necessary, express concern for medical conditions and demand immediate and appropriate treatment.

Xu Wanping: held at Detention Center of

Chongqing Public Security Bureau

Mayor Wang Hongju

Renmin Road, Yuzhong District

Chongqing 400010, PRC

Phone: (23) 6385444

Email: cqgove@cq.gov.cn 

Zhao Yan: held at Beijing State Security

Bureau Detention Center

Mayor Wang Qishan

Beijing Municipal People’s Government

Beijingshi Renmin Zhengfu 2, Zhengyilu

Dongchengqu, Beijingshi 100744, PRC

Phone: (10) 65192233, 65128080,

63088467

Yang Tianshi: held at Beijing State Security

Bureau Detention Center

Mayor Wang Qishan

Beijing Municipal People’s Government

Beijingshi Renmin Zhengfu 2, Zhengyilu

Dongchengqu, Beijingshi 100744, PRC

Phone: (10) 65192233, 65128080,

63088467

Send copies of above appeals to: 

Permanent Mission of the People’s 

Republic of China to the United Nations

New York, NY 10017

Fax: (212) 634 7626

E-mail: chinamission_un@mfa.gov.cn 

Ambassador Jiechi Yang

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

2300 Connecticut Ave. NW

Washington DC 20008

Fax: 1 202 328 2582 

Minister of Justice Wu Aiying

Sifaju (Ministry of Justice) 

10 Nandajie Chaoyangmen 

Chaoyangqu

Beijingshi 100020, PRC

Fax: 011 86 10 65 292345 

Email: minister@legalinfo.gov.cn  

President Hu Jintao

Chinese Communist Party

Yongdingmenjie

Beijing 100032, PRC

In addition, send copies of letters express-

ing concern for prisoners’ medical condi-

tions to:

Chinese Medical Association

42 Dongsi Xidajie

Beijing 100710, PRC

Fax: 86-10-6512-3754

E-mail: cmafrd@public3.bta.net.cn 

 


