
8
7

C
H

IN
A

R
IG

H
TS

 F
O

R
U

M
N

O
. 

1
, 

2
0

0
6Bulletin

November 2005–January 2006

COMPILED BY TINA NGUYEN

ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF

DOMESTIC CHINESE VOICES

HRIC’s advocacy strategies promote the

growth of democratic processes by sup-

porting domestic democracy and human

rights activists inside China and raising Chi-

nese human rights issues to international

policymakers and foreign governments. 

In November, HRIC submitted the fol-

lowing individual cases to the UN Working

Group on Arbitrary Detention. The Working

Group will review these cases at their next

meeting in May 2006:

Xu Zhengqing, housing activist and peti-

tioner, was detained in January 2005 after

being forcibly returned to Shanghai from

Beijing, where he was part of a group

attempting to attend Zhao Ziyang’s memo-

rial service. Xu was reportedly beaten

severely by Shanghai police officers when

detained. Xu had been petitioning for some

time against a major redevelopment project

that displaced hundreds of Shanghai resi-

dents. He was found guilty of disturbing

public order at a second hearing on October

17 and sentenced to three years in prison.

Zhang Lin, dissident writer and democ-

racy activist, was detained in January 2005

upon his return from Beijing, where he had

attempted to pay condolences to Zhao

Ziyang’s family. It was alleged that Zhang’s

online writings harmed national unity,

spread falsehoods and harmed social sta-

bility. In June, Zhang was sentenced to five

years in prison and four years’ subsequent

deprivation of political rights. He has suf-

fered mistreatment in detention, and went

on hunger strike from September 1 to 28 to

protest his arbitrary detention and mis-

treatment.

GENERATING INTERNATIONAL

PRESSURE FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

HRIC raises human rights issues within mul-

tilateral and bilateral fora, works collabora-

tively with NGOs, and briefs corporate

communities to promote international

scrutiny of the Chinese government’s

human rights practices. Developing con-

structive external pressure supports pro-

gressive domestic forces working for social,

legal and democratic change in China. 

UNITED NATIONS 

To promote discussion of China’s human

rights issues related to Internet gover-

nance and to contribute to policy debates,

HRIC attended the UN World Summit on

the Information Society (WSIS) Phase II in

Tunis this past November. HRIC partici-

pated actively in the Human Rights Caucus

and other activities of our partner NGOs, la

Federation Internationale des Ligues des

Droits de l’Homme (FIDH) and Rights &

Democracy, and attended panels on elec-

tronic privacy, Internet governance and the

status of WSIS final documents. Executive

director Sharon Hom participated in two

panels: “Human Rights and the Information

Society,” hosted by the European Commis-

sion and the European Parliament, and

“Privacy and Human Rights 2005,” hosted

by the NGO Electronic Privacy Information

Center. Sharon spoke on the issues of

Internet usage and Internet access in

China, the Chinese government’s architec-

ture of surveillance, censorship and control

of information, and individual cases such

as that of Shi Tao. 

BILATERAL ADVOCACY

The Berne Process was convened by the

Swiss government in 2001 with the goal of

coordinating and sharing information

among the various governments engaged in

political dialogue with China. Participants

in the Brussels Berne Process December

meeting included 26 government represen-

tatives from more than 10 countries and

the EU. As one of three NGO guests, execu-

tive director Sharon Hom presented an
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KEY HRIC MEDIA QUOTES

On religious repression in Xinjiang province:

“Fear is definitely pervasive in Xinjiang. People from the Uighur community are very

much at risk of being arrested, detained, tortured or sentenced to labour camps for

anything the government equates to separatist feelings, or for holding religious

activities.”—BBC News, November 29, 2005

On the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture’s visit to China:

“They’ve played hide-and-seek with the U.N. for over a decade. The fact that the visit

has gone ahead shows it has top support.”—Los Angeles Times, December 1, 2006

On increasing thug violence in China:

“The brutal beating of Zhao Xin is a clear example of the escalating use of thug vio-

lence to intimidate grass-roots activists. Like the Taishi crackdown in Guangdong

province, this violence often occurs with the tacit approval of government officials.”

—The Washington Post, January 1, 2006

On China’s use of military force to control social unrest:

“Instead of dealing with the root causes, they’re strengthening their combat effec-

tiveness. This is absolutely alarming for both human rights and rule of law.” 

—Los Angeles Times, January 13, 2006

On land protests in Southern China:

“. . . On top of being left behind by economic growth and being left behind by this

new wealth that is being reported in the mainstream media, then you have the situ-

ation where their land is being taken away and they’re not getting adequately com-

pensated.”—Voice of America, January 16, 2006.

On Google’s decision to do business in China: 

“It’s a race to the bottom rather than trying to exercise corporate leadership.”

—Agence France Presse, January 26, 2006

 



opening overview of the status of China’s

human rights situation. She also spoke on

the need to develop clear benchmarks and

indicators in the run-up to the Beijing

Olympics, in order to take advantage of this

unique opportunity to address human

rights challenges in China. 

Sharon Hom also attended the EU-

China Human Rights Dialogue Seminar in

London from December 12-13 as a repre-

sentative of HRIC and FIDH. The Seminar

focused on China’s ratification of the Inter-

national Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights (ICCPR) and aimed to create a space

for open, professional discussions on

human rights issues between European

and Chinese participants at the expert

level. Official participants included mem-

bers of China’s taskforce on the ratification

of the ICCPR, and representatives from

European institutions. 

TRADE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

HRIC obtained accreditation as an NGO

observer to the WTO 6th Ministerial held

in Hong Kong in December. HRIC first

obtained NGO observer status for the WTO

5th Ministerial in 2003. As part of our NGO

collaboration work, HRIC co-hosted a panel

with the Canadian NGO Rights & Democ-

racy entitled, “Promoting Human Rights in

Post-WTO China: Multilateral and Bilateral

Processes.” Participants discussed new

human rights challenges, such as the cur-

tailment of freedom of expression through

trade in surveillance technology, as well as

longstanding challenges such as the

absence of free association under Chinese

law. HRIC played an active role within the

NGO Human Rights Caucus, which draws

together organizations and individuals

working on globalization and fair trade

issues, by contributing to the drafting of the

Caucus statement and press releases

issued during and after the Ministerial con-

ference. HRIC observed Ministerial meet-

ings, monitored the negotiations and

participated in briefings and panels for fur-

ther training on issues such as the right to

development, equitable development, the

right to food and trade in agriculture. 

MEDIA AND PRESS WORK

Our media and press work in China and

around the world counters the official

human rights spin of the Chinese govern-

ment. President Liu Qing, executive director

Sharon Hom and research director Nicolas

Becquelin fielded numerous print and radio

interviews on a range of issues, including

China’s economic development, Internet

censorship in China, the shootings of

Guangdong villagers, Google’s new self-cen-

sored search engine in China, government

crackdowns on Internet and press freedom,

the upcoming 2008 summer Olympics in

Beijing and boycotts on China imports.

HRIC also fielded numerous broadcast

interviews for Hong Kong, American, Aus-

tralian and European stations on a variety of

issues, especially relating to Google’s self-

censorship in China. On December 15,

Sharon Hom spoke on The Leonard Lopate

Show on WNYC radio, guest-hosted by

author Philip Gourevitch, about the recent

Dongzhou protests along with Jasper

Becker, a Beijing-based reporter. Sharon sit-

uated the Dongzhou protests within the

larger context of growing social unrest and

information control in China. She highlighted

the trends and scope of issues covered by

protests and petitions, as well as the geo-

graphic proliferation of such incidents.

OUTREACH AND COLLABORATION

In November, Sharon Hom moderated the

Asia Society event, “Mardi Gras: Made in

HRIC’S E-ACTIVISIM

THE GATEWAY TO HRIC’S SITES

HRIC’s Main Web Site (www.hrichina.org) 

This Web site serves as a gateway to HRIC’s sites and

online advocacy resources, including the Shi Tao and Yahoo

case highlight (www.hrichina.org/public/highlight), the

Human Rights Case Database and the Human Rights

Resource Center, and also provides access to HRIC’s press

releases, reports and publications.

MONITORING HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS 

OF FOREIGN IT COMPANIES’ PRACTICES

Google.cn: Not Too Late for Corporate Leadership ( http://

ir2008.org/article.php?sid=135)

Following Google’s announcement that it would launch its

new self-censored search engine in China on January 25,

HRIC launched a new Web resource containing comparative

surveys of Chinese and English search queries on both

Google.com and Google.cn, an analysis of censorship

through Google search engines, and additional resources

on technology and human rights. 

In February, HRIC testified at the Committee on Interna-

tional Relations, Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human

Rights and International Operations Congressional Hearing, 

“The Internet in China: A Tool for Freedom or Suppression?” 

HRIC’s testimony focused on the human rights conse-

quences of Yahoo, Microsoft, Cisco and Google’s business

practices in China (http://ir2008.org/article.php?sid=140).

BUILDING AN ARCHIVE FOR THE FUTURE

June 4th (www.64memo.org)—Multimedia Archive

64memo is the most comprehensive Chinese-language

multi-media archive documenting the history of the 1989

Tiananmen democracy movement. With more than 15,000

active members, the Web site is continually updated with

new articles, photos and forum postings.

ADVOCATING INTERNATIONAL SCRUTINY 

OF CHINA’S HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES

Incorporating Responsibility 2008 (www.IR2008.org)—

Olympics Campaign

Launched in November, this Web site consolidates and

advances the IR2008 campaign initiated in 2003. The cam-

paign monitors China’s international obligations, including

Olympics-related promises, and urges international actors

to support human and labor rights in the run-up to the

Olympics. IR2008 focuses on three main initiatives:

• Release of all political prisoners and human rights

defenders;
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China,” which featured the screening of a

documentary by David Redmon, followed by

a panel discussion. The award-winning film

follows the trail from a bead-making factory

in China to Mardi Gras festivities in New

Orleans, and raises questions on the

impact of globalization in China. The panel

included the filmmaker, corporate lawyer

Owen Nee and the chief economist of Unite

Here, Mark Levinson, looking at the posi-

tive impact of globalization as well as the

challenges to securing social safety nets

and improving labor conditions in China.

HRIC’s Hong Kong office, along with

Amnesty International’s Hong Kong Sec-

tion, the Hong Kong Human Rights Moni-

tor and seven other human rights

organizations, migrant rights groups and

social service organizations, hosted inter-

active information booths at the Interna-

tional Human Rights Day Carnival, which

attracted around 1,000 local and mainland

visitors in December. HRIC exhibited a

series of panels to inform visitors about

the impact of the WTO on human rights

issues, including rural-urban disparities,

health care, women’s rights, labor rights,

education, social security, the environment

and the rule of law. The booth attracted

both children and adults as visitors tested

their knowledge of specific human rights

abuses in China.

The Task Force on U.S.-China Rela-

tions was created by the Center for Ameri-

can Progress with the goal of producing a

report and recommendations on security,

trade and human rights aimed at the next

administration. The Task force includes rep-

resentatives from the Brookings Institute,

Citigroup, USAID, RAND, CSIS and the

Council on Foreign Relations, as well as

academics and lawyers from other organi-

zations and associations. HRIC prepared

an issues backgrounder and briefed the

Task Force on the human rights situation in

China at the December meeting.

STAFF AND BOARD NOTES

After 14 years of service, the retirement of

president Liu Qing was recognized at

HRIC’s annual board dinner in January.

Friends, board members and other HRIC

supporters attended. HRIC would like to

express deep gratitude and appreciation

for Liu Qing’s commitment and many years

of invaluable contributions.

After three and a half years with HRIC,

Research director Nicolas Becquelin moved

to Human Rights Watch at the end of 2005.

HRIC thanks Nicolas for his contributions to

the work of the Hong Kong office, and we

wish him well in his new position. 

HRIC also welcomes a number of new

staff: Feng Congde, Domestic Advocacy

Program Officer, is a professional Internet

database developer, and was a student

leader in the 1989 Democracy Movement.

Ren Chong, Communications Program Offi-

cer, has more than 18 years’ experience in

print and broadcast journalism. Roberta

Raine, English Editor and Translator, has a

Ph.D in Translation of Modern Chinese Lit-

erature, and has spent more than 13 years

in mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

• Removal of censorship and surveillance of the Internet

and other media; and

• Investment in social welfare to ensure equitable devel-

opment.

MOBILIZING SUPPORT 

FOR THE TIANANMEN MOTHERS 

Fill the Square (www.fillthesquare.org)—Online Petition

This petition mobilizes individuals and organizations world-

wide to support the Tiananmen Mothers’ demands for offi-

cial accountability for the June 4th crackdown, a new official 

investigation into the events of June 1989, and legal 

redress and compensation for victims and their families. To

date, 10,121 people have signed the petition, 25 percent of

whom are inside China. Sign the petition today!

PROVIDING A VIRTUAL CIVIL SPACE 

FOR DISCUSSION AND DEBATE

Ren Yu Ren Quan (www.renyurenquan.org)—Monthly

Journal & Archive

HRIC’s monthly electronic Chinese-language journal pub-

lishes in-depth analyses, investigative reports and theoreti-

cal discussions, enabling open discussion of human rights

issues on the Internet. The majority of authors are from the 

mainland. Recent issues of RYRQ focus on accountability 

for environmental disasters, commentary on recent inci-

dents of government crackdowns and cover-ups, and reflec-

tions upon International Human Rights Day.

DELIVERING UNCENSORED INFORMATION

Huaxia Dianzi Bao (www.huaxiabao.org)—Weekly E-mail

Newsletter & Archive

Sent into China every week to more than 300,000

subscribers, Huaxia Bao provides a vir tual space for

Chinese dissidents; democracy, labor, Internet and public

health activists; scholars; religious and ethnic minorities;

and artists and writers to post and access under-reported

and banned news reports from within mainland China.

Articles in recent issues addressed the role of the

international community in supporting human rights issues

in China, the rise of AIDS villages in China, and corrupt

handling of disaster relief funds.

RECOGNITION FOR HRIC’S E-ACTIVISM PROJECT

In recognition of our innovative E-Activism pilot project,

HRIC was honored as a Laureate at the Tech Museum

Awards in November in San Jose. The Tech Museum

Awards were established to honor innovators who cre-

atively apply technology to global challenges that improve

the human condition. 




