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CENSORSHIP 

U.S. COMPANY BLOCKING SKYPE 

IN CHINA

Verso Technologies Inc., an Atlanta-based

telecommunications company, recently

sold China Telecommunications Corp

(China Telecom) a test trial of the NetSpec-

tive M-Class filter, which is designed to

block Skype VoIP (voice over Internet Proto-

col) software and other peer-to-peer appli-

cations. Verso joins other U.S. companies

such as Cisco, Yahoo! and Google in assist-

ing the PRC government’s censorship of

the Internet. If the trial is successful, China

Telecom, which is China’s largest fixed-line

operator, was expected to purchase the fil-

ter before the end of 2005. China Telecom

began blocking SkypeOut calls made from

Shenzhen in September. SkypeOut enables

not only PC-to-PC calling but also from a PC

to a phone, directly affecting the revenue of

operators such as China Telecom. (Epoch

Times, IDG)

NEW WEB-MONITORING SYSTEM 

State media reported in early November

that the General Administration of Press

and Publication had launched a monitoring

system to increase surveillance of illegal

Web sites. In a report, the Administration

said that 53 Web sites had received warn-

ings regarding pornographic games in a

move “to safeguard the order of the Inter-

net, purify the web environment and to pro-

tect the physical and mental health of the

youths.” The media watchdog will issue

warnings to any sites with “unhealthy” con-

tent, and will punish those that do not

delete the material within a day. This fol-

lows the revision of Internet news-gover-

nance rules in September, which require

re-registration of sites and more stringent

guidelines. (AFP)

PROTEST AT BEIJING NEWS SACKING

Yang Bin, the editor of Beijing News, was

fired along with other senior staff on

December 28, with no reason given. In an

unusual move for state-controlled media,

several staff protested by refusing to con-

tinue filing articles on December 29, with

the result that the tabloid ran only 32

pages on December 30 as opposed to the

usual 80 pages. One reporter was quoted

as saying that nearly all 400 reporters and

editors at the paper were unhappy about

Yang Bin leaving. During its two years in

publication, Beijing News has been known

for bold reporting of sensitive subjects. Fol-

lowing the announcement, messages on

online discussion boards called for a boy-

cott and refund of subscriptions, but were

deleted by censors almost immediately.

Lawyer Pu Zhiqiang commented, “I think

the paper’s outspoken style brought it this

trouble. The Central Propaganda Depart-

ment would no longer tolerate it because of

its reporting on too many sensitive and

political issues, such as the Dongzhou

fighting.” (DJ, FT, AP)

SOUTHERN METROPOLIS 

EDITOR SACKED

Xia Yitao, deputy editor-in-chief of Southern

Metropolis City News, a sister paper of the

Beijing News in Guangdong Province, was

sacked over a report about a vice governor

receiving a demerit after a deadly coal mine

accident in Meizhou. 

GOOGLE.CN

On January 25, Google Inc. launched

Google.cn, a China-based version of its

search engine, which filters and censors

results of searches using terms deemed

politically sensitive by the Chinese authori-

ties. Google had previously served Chi-

nese-speaking users through a Chinese

language interface available on

Google.com, which did not actively filter

search results, but was frequently unavail-

able. Citing the short-term strategy of entry

into the huge Chinese market first and then

waiting for change, Google stated, “[I]n

order to operate from China, we have

removed some content from the search

results available on Google.cn in response

to local law, regulation or policy.”

BING DIAN SUSPENDED

Bing Dian (a supplement of China Youth

Daily) was closed by the Central Propa-

ganda Department, which issued notice of

the closure to Li Datong, the editor of the

magazine, during the week of January 26.

South China Morning Post reported that the

noticed criticized Li and several other sen-

ior China Youth Daily editors by stating, “For

a certain period of time, a number of arti-

cles incompatible with mainstream ideol-

ogy have been continuously published on

your section and have had very bad

effects. The weekly should be suspended

until it is rectified and fully recognizes and

corrects its mistakes.” Li has posted a

statement online, charging that the closure

had no legal or constitutional basis: “Who

gave them that kind of power? They’re so

disgusting I don’t know whether to laugh or

cry.” Although he still has his job, Li Datong

has taken a pay cut and it is uncertain how

much longer he will be employed by the

newspaper. On February 28 it was reported

that the newspaper would be allowed to

resume publication on March 1, on the con-

dition that it would publish a criticism of a

particularly contentious essay on Chinese

history textbooks. (SCMP, AP) 

EDITOR DIES FROM INJURIES

Wu Xianghu, 41, an editor at the Taizhou

Wanbao [Taizhou Evening News], died on

February 2 after sustaining injuries from an

October 20 beating by traffic police. The

assault reportedly came in retribution for

an article criticizing high licensing fees for

electric bicycles. A senior official was fired

for his role in the attack. 

EDITOR DISMISSED

Chen Jieren, 34, chief editor of The Public

Interest Times, was sacked on February 8

after running a story criticizing the English

accuracy of a newly launched government

website.

LABOR 

The State Administration of Work Safety

reported that 5,986 workers died in

China’s coal mines in 2005. (AFP)

China suspended operations at 12,148

dangerous coal mines across the country

for overhauls, and vowed to shut down at

least 4,000 of them before the end of

2005. On November 22, the National

Development and Reform Commission

released a list of 580 coal mines whose

licenses had been canceled for failing

safety standards tests. These mines are

mostly located in 10 provinces and
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autonomous regions, including Guangdong,

Liaoning, Hebei, Henan, Hubei and

Guizhou. (Reuters, XH) 

A survey conducted at the request of

the National People’s Congress (NPC)

recently revealed that 7.8 percent of work-

ers at 2,000 companies surveyed were

owed back wages averaging 2,184 yuan

($273), which amounts to more than three

months’ wages. (San Jose Mercury News)

DISASTERS

On November 6, six workers were rescued

after being trapped in a coal mine in Leng-

shuijiang, Hunan Province, for seven hours.

The mine owner was among those rescued.

(XH)

Also on November, 15 miners died and

one was missing after an explosion around

5 a.m. at the Taiping Coal Mine in Qingxu

County, Taiyuan, Shanxi Province. The coal

mine was operated legally by the township,

with an annual output of 60,000 tons. Xin-

hua announced that the mine had been

ordered to close 319 mine shafts by

November 10. (XH, Reuters)

In yet another incident on November 6,

a gypsum mine collapse in Hebei Province

killed at least 31 of the 68 miners trapped

inside. The collapse spread to several

buildings above ground as well as two

neighboring mines. Eleven miners were

eventually rescued on November 8.

(Reuters)

Sixteen miners were killed and three

injured in a gas explosion on November 11

at an unlicensed mine run by the Bayinsai

Coal Tar Company Ltd. in Wuhai, Inner Mon-

golia Autonomous Region. (XH)

A collapse at a construction site in

Lanzhou, Gansu Province on November 15

left three migrant workers dead and

another seriously injured. The four were

working on an underground sewage conduit

in Qilihe District at around 5:20 p.m. when

the 10-meter tunnel collapsed. (XH)

Fourteen miners died in a flood at

Yuanda Coal Mine in Xingtai City, Hebei

Province on November 19. An investigation

is underway into the causes of the acci-

dent, and the owners have been detained

by the police. (XH)

Sixteen miners were confirmed dead

after a gas blast at Shagou Coal Mine in

Liupanshui City, Guizhou Province, on

November 18. The accident at 4:55 a.m.

trapped 25 miners underground. Compen-

sation of 200,000 yuan was provided to

the families of each of the deceased. (XH)

On December 1, eight people were

killed at the Baota No. 4 mine in Xiangfen

County, Shanxi Province, when workers

from the competing nearby Wolong No. 5

mine set off explosives in the pit in an

attempt to stop work. Workers from both

mines had previously used explosives to

sabotage each other’s operations in early

November. (AFP)

Forty-two workers were trapped in a

flood at the Sigou mine in Xin’an County on

December 2. A week later, on December 9,

the miners remained trapped, while the

State Administration for Work Safety

reported that water was still leaking into

the mine. Holes were drilled through to the

flooded shaft, and music played and miss-

ing miners’ names called out while divers

were dispatched to assist in the search for

survivors. (AFP)

An explosion killed 87 miners at the

Liuguantun colliery near Tangshan City,

Hebei Province on December 7, while at

least 21 other miners remained unac-

counted for. At the time of the accident,

123 miners were working in the mine,

which is owned by Hengyuan Co. Ltd. and

produces 300,000 tons a year, twice the

amount for which it was originally designed.

The blast was triggered by methane gas

present at 100 times the permitted safety

level, according to Shanghai Youth Daily.

China Daily further reported that managers

often ignore the presence of methane gas

or cover methane sensors, since its pres-

ence does not always create disasters. The

result is that methane gas can be blamed

for one third of all deadly accidents in

state-owned coal mines, the report said.

The mine’s owner and managers have been

detained by police for investigation. (AFP)

On December 8, the Changling coal

mine flooded in Jilin Province, leaving six

miners missing. (AFP) 

A gas explosion in a highway tunnel

under construction in Sichuan Province

killed 42 construction workers and injured

11 on December 22. The State Administra-

tion for Work Safety stated that the acci-

dent occurred at 2 p.m. at a site

approximately 100 kilometers northwest of

Chengdu. Rescue work continued through

the weekend, with CCTV reporting that local

authorities and 400 police officers were

barring journalists from the site. The tunnel

is being built by the Sichuan branch of the

state-run China Railway Engineering Com-

pany. (AFP)

Flooding trapped 17 miners under-

ground at the Fanjiasi mine in Dianwan

town, Zuoyun County, Shanxi Province on

December 28. Eight of the miners were

confirmed dead by December 31, while

nine remain trapped as searches contin-

ued. Initial investigations revealed that the

flood may have been caused by workers

maintaining the mine. (AFP)

On January 10, it was confirmed that

12 workers died while trapped underground

as a result of a gas blast at the Wangfeng-

gang coal mine in Huainan City, Anhui

Province. The mine was under construction

at the time of the accident, and two of the

fatalities were gas density inspectors,

while the other 10 were construction work-

ers from the Jixi Mining Administration. (AP)

Two workers were killed in a blast at the

Changzheng Chemical Industrial Ltd. in

Shangyu, Zhejiang Province around noon

on January 3. Several others were also

injured during the incident, in which a high-

pressure container of highly toxic chloride

exploded. (DJ)

Ten were reported injured and another

50 missing after an explosion in a gas

pipeline in Renshou County, Sichuan

Province, on January 20. Xinhua reported

that 1,800 nearby residents were evacu-

ated after the blast. The pipeline is owned

by the China National Petroleum Corp. (AP)

Eleven construction workers were

reported missing on January 21 after a tun-

nel flooded in Lichuan County, Hubei

Province. A total of 14 workers were in the

tunnel constructing a railway line between

Yichang County, Hubei Province, and

Chongqing’s Wanzhou District. (AP)

Thirty-six people died and 48 others

were injured in an explosion in a fireworks

warehouse Linzhou, Henan Province on

January 29. State media reported that 16

of the fatalities were in a neighboring tem-

ple that collapsed as a result of the explo-

sion. (DJ)

A gas blast killed 23 miners in the Sihe

Coal Mine in Shanxi Province on February

1, while more than 50 others suffered car-

bon monoxide poisoning. Nearly 700 work-

ers were on duty at the mine, which is

managed by the state-run Jincheng Mining

Group. (AFP)

A gas leak at the Malingshan Coal Mine
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in Dengfeng, Henan Province on February

10 killed 15 of the 56 miners working in

the mine shaft at the time. Officials were

reported to be arranging compensation for

the families of the victims. (AFP)

On February 21, seven miners were res-

cued after being trapped since February 18

in a collapsed shaft of the Aiyou Mine in

Liaoning Province. The miners had escaped

falling rubble, and ventilation remained nor-

mal while the rescue crew constructed a

95-foot-long tunnel to reach them. The

cause of the collapse is under investiga-

tion. (AFP)

An industrial accident at a mine in

Shandong Province on February 23 left 

18 dead and nine injured. (AFP)

The Dayuan Coal Mine in Hunan

Province suffered a gas explosion on Feb-

ruary 25 that left 14 dead and four miss-

ing. High methane gas levels persisted

after the accident, and mine officials did

not expect to find survivors. (AFP)

A gas blast at a mine in Shaoyang City,

Hunan Province on February 26 killed 17

miners of 24 miners on duty at the time.

One miner remained missing as of Febru-

ary 28. The mine was reported to be in vio-

lation of mining operation rules. (AFP)

DISPUTES

More than 3,000 employees of the DeCoro

factory in Shenzhen staged a protest on

November 2, marching from the factory site

to a nearby highway and shouting, “Stop

violence, restore justice and protect our

human rights,” until riot police dispersed

the crowds at around 11a.m. The workers

were protesting abuse from the Italian

supervisors of the factory, who reportedly

beat three workers during a salary dispute

on October 31. The injured workers were

still being treated in a local hospital on

November 1. One worker reported that they

were asked to accept a 20 percent pay cut

in spite of reported increases in company

profits. When workers refused the pay cut,

management fired about 10 of their leaders

without compensation, then beat three of

them when they objected. One worker said

that this was not the first time workers had

been beaten. Luca Ricci, president of

DeCoro, wrote a letter of apology to the

three injured workers and requested that

they return to work. Many workers remain

angry, however. About 80 workers who

were dismissed in September after refus-

ing to accept the pay cut are now taking

legal action against DeCoro, which sells 

75 percent of its products in the United

States. (SCMP)

PETITIONS AND PROTESTS

CALL FOR RELEASE

In anticipation of Bush’s visit to China, 42

Chinese dissidents on October 30 called

on the U.S. president to raise the case of a

diabetic political prisoner, Wang Sen, who

is currently serving a 10-year jail sentence

on charges of subversion in Sichuan

Province. The open letter requested that

George W. Bush urge medical parole for

Wang. (DJ)

Police banners call for social stability in Dongzhou following a crackdown in which at least three protesters were killed. Photo: AP Wide World Photos
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A group of 14 journalists on November 9

issued an open letter to President Hu Jintao

requesting the release of Ching Cheong, a

journalist for The Straits Times (Singapore)

who was detained in Guangzhou on April

22, 2005. A resident of both Hong Kong

and Singapore, Ching was formally arrested

on charges of espionage on August 5. The

letter states,” We urge the Chinese govern-

ment to release Ching forthwith if there are

no legitimate grounds under internationally

accepted norms to detain him, and other-

wise to deal with the case in an open and

fair manner, which is consistent with the

rule of law.’’ (The Standard)

OPEN LETTER ON TAISHI VILLAGE

In late November, a group of dissidents

began circulating an open letter addressed

to the National People’s Congress and CCP

leaders, including Hu Jintao, Wen Jiabao

and NPC chairman Wu Bangguo, calling for

an investigation into recent events in Taishi

Village, Guangdong Province. Specifically,

the letter called for an investigation of the

Panyu District government’s role in block-

ing the Taishi villagers’ attempt to recall

their village director, as well as the beating

of lawyer Guo Yan, who assisted the vil-

lagers. The signatories included Liu Xiaobo,

Zhao Dagong and Teng Biao. (SCMP)

DONGZHOU/KEN CRACKDOWN 

Police opened fire on a long-running protest

in Dongzhou/ken Village in Shanwei,

Guangdong Province on December 6,

reportedly killing at least three villagers.

Following the crackdown, the village was

sealed off and remained under tight sur-

veillance through December. Outsiders

were barred by a police barricade stating,

“Entry Not Allowed,” and villagers were

unable to resume their normal lives. One

villager reported by telephone, “We seldom

go outside our houses anymore. We sel-

dom talk to other villagers. People are

afraid to, because the police are patrolling

all around the village. We are afraid that if

we get together, they might arrest us for

some reason or another.” The villagers had

been protesting land confiscation and other

issues relating to a power plant for the pre-

vious seven months. (WP)

OPEN LETTER ON 

GREEN WATCH MEMBERS

On December 2, HRIC received an open let-

ter circulated by several activists on behalf

of detained environmental activist Tan Kai.

On October 19, the Hangzhou Public Secu-

rity Bureau issued summonses to Tan and

five other members of an environmental

civil society group Green Watch (lüse guan-

cha). All were subsequently released

except for Tan, who has been held in crimi-

nal detention since that time. Tan Kai, Lai

Jinbiao, Gao Haibing, Wu Yuanming, Qi

Huimin and Yang Jianming informally organ-

ized Green Watch after monitoring the situ-

ation in Huashui Town in Dongyang City,

Zhejiang Province in April this year following

complaints by local residents that pollution

from a chemical factory was destroying

crops and causing birth defects. Protests

by the villagers in late March and April cul-

minated in a violent conflict with local

police on April 10, in which more than 400

police officers were reportedly deployed

and many people injured. The open letter

states that the Zhejiang provincial govern-

ment declared Green Watch an illegal

organization, and that Tan Kai’s family has

been subject to threats and intimidation

since November 15. 

BEIJING PETITIONERS DETAINED

Petitioner Mao Hengfeng was detained

along with several dozen others at Tianan-

men Square on the afternoon of December

28. Mao and her two daughters, along with

fellow petitioners Zhang Cuizhi and Zhang

Xueying, were taken forcibly to Beijing’s

Tianhai Reception Center that evening,

while other petitioners were immediately

put onto the next train back for Shanghai.

Among the latter group, Sun Xicheng, He

Guoguang and others were reportedly

beaten by Shanghai “retriever” officials in

charge of intercepting petitioners (jiefang

renyuan). Sun suffered a concussion as a

result of his beating. Mao and her daugh-

ters were forced to return to Shanghai on

December 29, but returned to Beijing again

the next day. Detained again on January 1,

Mao and her daughters were returned to

Shanghai and taken to the Yangpu District

dispatch station. Her daughters were

released later that afternoon, but Mao’s

husband was told that she would not be

released for another three to four days.

SHAANXI FARMERS PROTEST UNPAID

LAND COMPENSATION

On January 10, more than 40 villagers

were arrested for petitioning officials in

Huayang City, Shaanxi Province, over

unpaid compensation promised by the gov-

ernment after their houses were destroyed

in a severe flood in 2003. (RFA)

SANJIAO PROTESTS 

OVER LAND COMPENSATION

A four-day protest over land compensation

broke out in Sanjiao Township, Zhongshan

City, Guangdong Province on January 11.

Several villagers were injured in clashes

with police as protesters blocked a nearby

highway on January 14. Villagers reported

that police used electric batons and beat

participants, while officials claimed that

protesters threw rocks and fireworks, creat-

ing disorder. The police put the number of

demonstrators at around 100. (VOA)

SHANGHAI PETITIONERS BLOCKED

In early January, petitioners from Shanghai

planned a gathering in front of the Sino-

Soviet Friendship Building to petition the

local People’s Congress and Consultative

Conference on the morning of January 14.

Access to the building was blocked when

officials uncovered the petitioners’ plan,

and the authorities began rounding up vet-

eran petitioners such as Ma Yalian and

Wang Qiaojuan on January 12, detaining

them in vacant holiday units in the city out-

skirts. On January 14, authorities deployed

around 1,000 police, officials, guards and

hired thugs to obstruct the petitioners, who

were reportedly herded into police vehicles

and taken to Public Security dispatch sta-

tions. Among the detainees, 60-year-old Du

Yangming was placed in criminal detention

on January 15 on charges of “creating a

disturbance,” and was held in Shanghai’s

Zhabei Detention Center. Others, such as

Wang Liqing, Tian Baocheng and Zhang

Cuiping, were kept under effective house

arrest. Liu Xinjuan, a petitioner who had

been detained in a psychiatric institution in

2003, was forcibly admitted to the Min-

hang District Beiqiao Psychiatric Hospital. 

DETAINED

Since mid-February, several petitioners

have been detained or been reported miss-

ing following participation in lawyer Gao

Zhisheng’s hunger strike against official

repression and violence.

Mao Hengfeng was detained on the

evening of February 13 by police officers

N
E

W
S

U
P

D
AT

E



from the Public Security Bureau’s (PSB)

Yangbo District Daqiao Dispatch Station.

When her husband went to the dispatch

station to inquire after Mao, police report-

edly told him that Mao was being held

under “residential surveillance” on the

basis of an administrative decision issued

on February 13 finding her guilty of “caus-

ing a disturbance in a public place.” Mao’s

husband pointed out to the police that

under Chinese law, “residential surveil-

lance” is not to be used to completely

deprive an accused person of his freedom

of movement, and asked where Mao was

being held, but police refused to provide

him with further information.

On February 14, police officers from the

PSB’s Zhabei District Zhijiangxi Dispatch

Station asked Du Yangming, a petitioner in

his 60s, to accompany them back to the

police station for questioning. When he

found himself instead held for an indetermi-

nate period of time in the basement of a

nearby hostel, Du went on hunger strike in

protest. According to HRIC’s sources, police

worried that Du would suffer injury to his

health because of his advanced age, and on

February 17 transferred him to another hos-

tel nearer to the dispatch station.

On February 15, police detained peti-

tioner Ma Yalian at the home of a friend in a

village in Shanghai’s Minxin District. Shortly

after the friend returned home from work,

police arrived at his door with a search war-

rant and carried away all of Ma’s personal

belongings and papers. Ma had been under

constant surveillance since being released

from 10 days of unlawful detention at the

beginning of February. Friends have

expressed worries about Ma’s physical con-

dition, which has deteriorated over the

course of several recent detentions.

On February 15, Fu Yuxia was detained

by a dozen police officers from Shanghai’s

Luwan District Public Security Bureau while

she was at her brother’s house. Fu is a

petitioner on forced relocation issues who

maintains regular contacts with the U.S.

Consulate in Shanghai, and her detention

followed a visit to her home by a consulate

official on February 13. She has not been

seen since, and her brother’s home was

reported to be under surveillance.

One of the petitioners who was visiting

Fu’s home at the time of the consul’s

visit, Chen Xiaoming, was also detained

on February 15. Police from the PSB’s

Luwan District Dispatch Station carried

out a search on Chen’s home that same

day and took away two computers and a

quantity of documents.

MISSING

Hu Jia, a prominent HIV/AIDS activist, dis-

appeared on February 16 after staging a

hunger strike in protest against violence

towards dissidents. Hu was supporting a

protest launched on February 6 by Beijing

lawyer Gao Zhisheng. Gao said that at least

ten people have been detained by police

since February 15 and held without charge

in Beijing, Shanghai, Guizhou and Yunnan.

Hu’s wife said that she last saw Hu when

she left for work on the day of his disap-

pearance, and had noticed several plain-

clothes police in the lobby of her apartment

building. The UNAIDS China office has

requested information about Hu Jia’s situa-

tion from the Ministry of Health. (AP)

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

The official Xinjiang Daily reported that

18,227 people were arrested for “threaten-

ing state security” in 2005. The threats to

state security included everything from talk-

ing to foreign reporters to terrorist activi-

ties. Dilxat Raxit of the World Uighur

Congress told Reuters that this was a 25

percent increase in arrests over the previ-

ous year. (Reuters) 

DETAINED

On November 8, Julius Jia Zhiguo, a 70-

year-old bishop in the underground Roman

Catholic Church, was detained in

Zhengding, Hebei Province, the U.S.-based

Cardinal Kung Foundation reported. State

Security agents reportedly said they were

taking Jia to a “study session,” but a

spokesman for the Zhengding Public Secu-

rity Bureau denied that an arrest had been

made. According to the Foundation, this is

the eighth time that Jia has been detained

in the past two years because of his refusal

to affiliate with the state-controlled

Catholic Patriotic Association. One day

prior to Jia’s arrest, two priests from his

diocese, Li Suchuan and Yang Ermeng,

were taken to the Public Security Bureau in

Jinzhou City and have not been heard from

since. (LAT)

Beijing-based dissident writer Liu

Xiaobo was invited for “drinks” by public

security officers before giving Radio Free

Asia an interview in mid-November, prompt-

ing speculation that the officers wanted to

dissuade him from speaking negatively

about the government. (RFA)

Sixteen Catholic nuns in Xi’an were

reportedly beaten by about 40 “thugs” for

defending a school that was about to be

demolished. The local government offered

to sell the school property to the local

bishop for 6.5 million yuan to settle the

case, even though the school belongs to

the diocese. The Vatican issued a stern

statement on November 30 condemning

the violence. (Asia News)

Chen Weiying has been detained since

December 1, according to a report by the

Empowerment and Rights Institute. Chen is

a protest leader who led battles against

land confiscations in Sanshan, on the out-

skirts of Guangzhou, Guangdong Province.

She was charged with involvement in an

illegal lottery, but Hou Wenzhou, the direc-

tor of the Institute, believes that Chen’s

detention is related to her protest activi-

ties. In Sanshan, authorities have been

gradually confiscating farmland to build a

warehouse zone since 1992. When offi-

cials announced to farmers in October

2004 that the rest of their land would be

rezoned for development, the villagers initi-

ated protests to prevent equipment from

being moved onto the site. Chen was

detained briefly during demonstrations

between May and July, and was also placed

under surveillance. (WP)

Twenty-nine underground church lead-

ers were detained on December 12 while

conducting a meeting on how to assist

peasants with AIDS. Some 100 people

were reported present at the meeting. An

official at the Xincai County Public Security

Bureau in Henan Province said that police

went to the meeting after learning of an

“unauthorized gathering” of 70 to 80, and

detained some of the participants for ques-

tioning. The detainees were released the

next afternoon following international

media and U.S. government pressure. In a

report on the incident on December 13,

China Aid Association stated that police

confiscated bicycles, a mobile phone, lug-

gage and winter blankets after showing a

search warrant and declaring the meeting

to be an “illegal religious gathering.” (China

Aid Association)
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Church pastors Miao Fengming and Liu

Haibo were detained for 24 hours on

December 13 by the police in Zhaqi County,

Inner Mongolia, for leading “illegal religious

gatherings.” (AFP)

On December 24, a church meeting

with 100 attendees in Korla City, Xinjiang

was interrupted by six police officers, who

ordered participants to attend a govern-

ment-approved church service instead.

(AFP)

Two hundred religious affairs officials

and police raided an underground church in

Xinjiang on Christmas Day, arresting 12

church leaders and confiscating two vehi-

cles, a piano, 80 copies of the bible, a video

camera, 230 new towels and Christmas

food prepared by the parishioners. The raid,

which took place in Manasi County, inter-

rupted a gathering of 210 Christians. China

Aid Association reported that the police said

Pastor Guo Xianyao, 54, had been under

surveillance for some time and that the

meeting was an “illegal religious gathering.”

Guo was reportedly beaten and arrested

with six other leaders, all but two of whom

remain in custody and will be required to pay

fines, according to an official from the Man-

asi Detention Center. (AFP)

The Committee to Protect Journalists

reported in early January that Yang Tian-

shui, a veteran dissident, was detained on

December 23, 2005 on charges of endan-

gering state security. He has been denied

access to a lawyer and family members.

Yang had previously served ten years in

prison for criticizing the government’s han-

dling of the Tiananmen Square democracy

protests. (CPJ)

Catholic priest Wang Wenzhi, detained

by authorities in the Hebei Province since

December 11, was forced to undergo brain-

washing to join the officially sanctioned Chi-

nese Catholic Patriotic Association,

according to the Cardinal Kung Foundation.

(RFA)

Four members of a house church in

Jiangsu Province were detained for several

hours on February 26 after police stormed

an apartment were some 20 Christians

were gathered. (RFA)

ABUSE IN DETENTION

Liu Fenggang, a house church leader, is

reportedly deteriorating in prison due to the

lack of treatment for his heart condition.

Another imprisoned house church leader,

Xu Yonghai, was held well beyond his

proper release date because of authorities’

misuse of residential surveillance proce-

dures. Xu Yonghai, who was sentenced to

two years in prison in the same case as Liu

Fenggang, was released at the end of Janu-

ary, but said he should have been released

80 days earlier on the basis of pre-trial

detention. Liu Fenggang, Xu Yonghai and

Zhang Shengqi were detained and impris-

oned after Liu published reports on perse-

cution of Christian house churches in

overseas publications. Xu and Zhang were

involved in funding Liu’s investigations and

transmitting the articles overseas.

It was revealed in February that dissi-

dent Zhao Changqing has been repeatedly

subjected to abusive treatment in prison,

including solitary confinement, most

recently because he objected to singing the

political anthem, “Socialism is Good.”

Zhao, sentenced in August 2003 to five

years in prison, has been repeatedly

beaten and sent into lengthy periods of

solitary confinement during his incarcera-

tion in Shaanxi Province’s Weinan Prison.

He was most recently released from 40

days of solitary confinement imposed on

him when he refused to sing songs praising

the Chinese Communist Party and the

socialist system during a flag-raising cere-

mony at the prison.

CONVICTED

Feng Bingxian, 59, a leading representa-

tive of private oil investors in the Shaanxi

Province whose wells were seized by the

local government in 2003, was sentenced

to three years in prison on charges of dis-

turbing public order. Two other investors

who participated in the campaign against

the government confiscation were also sen-

tenced to two years in prison, but their

terms were suspended for three years.

(VOA)

TRIAL DEVELOPMENTS

Journalists Zhu Wanxiang and Wu

Zhengyou were sentenced to prison terms

of ten and six years respectively by a dis-

trict court in Lishui City, Zhejiang Province

on January 17 for “illegal business opera-

tions” and “fraud and extortion.” As editors

of Zhonghua Xin Qingnian (“New China

Youth”), Zhu and Wu had reported villagers’

protests over government seizure of land

for development.

The Beijing People’s Intermediate Court

on November 8 convicted Cai Zhuohua,

34, of conducting “illegal business prac-

tices,” and sentenced him to three years in

prison. Cai had been arrested for printing

and distributing free Bibles to Christians

inside China, and was initially accused of

“overseas religious infiltration.” Also con-

victed were Cai’s wife, Xiao Yunfei, and her

brother, Xiao Gaowen, who were sentenced

to prison terms of 2 years and 18 months,

respectively. The sentence against Cai was

upheld by a higher court on December 20.

(RFA, WP, Epoch Times) 

The life sentenced handed down

against Peng Ming was upheld by the

Hubei Province Higher People’s Court on

December 22, after the Wuhan City Inter-

mediate people’s Court found him guilty of

spreading and organizing terrorism, kidnap-

ping and possessing counterfeit currencies

in October. Peng fled to the U.S. in 2000,

but was arrested in Myanmar while setting

up a base there for escaping Chinese dissi-

dents. Myanmar police arrested Peng and

turned him over to Chinese authorities

because he was allegedly found carrying

fake Chinese currency with apparent value

of 10,000 yuan ($1,240). (AFP) 

Journalist Zhao Yan was indicted on

December 23 on charges of fraud and

revealing state secrets to The New York

Times. A veteran journalist and most

recently researcher for The New York Times,

Zhao had been held for 15 months without

a hearing. The charges, which he denies,

could bring him up to ten years in prison.

Speaking on behalf of the Times, executive

editor Bill Keller said, “For Zhao Yan’s col-

leagues, family and friends, this is deeply

disheartening. We’ve seen no evidence

whatsoever that he is guilty of anything but

honest journalism.” (NYT)

Also on December 23, political dissi-

dent Xu Wanping was sentenced to 12

years in prison and four years’ additional

deprivation of political rights for “incite-

ment to subvert state power.” Xu’s wife

said he did not plead guilty or sign the

court’s decision. During the criminal pro-

ceedings he was represented by a govern-

ment appointed lawyer, but according to

HRIC sources, a privately engaged lawyer

was refused access to Xu on grounds that

his case involved state secrets. A key politi-

cal activist based in Chongqing, Xu was

detained by public security police on March
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30 without a warrant or other legal docu-

mentation required by law. Police report-

edly interrogated Xu regarding his

participation in a signature campaign

related to a recent anti-Japanese protest,

carried out a search of his home and

removed his computer, documents and

other personal effects. However, he was

ultimately convicted of carrying out recruit-

ment activities for the banned China

Democracy Party. Xu’s conviction and sen-

tence were upheld by Congqing’s Higher

Court at the end of February. 

The prosecution case against journalist

Ching Cheong was passed to the Beijing

No. 2 People’s Procuratorate on December

30. A Hong Kong and Singapore resident,

and the chief China correspondent for Sin-

gapore’s Straits Times, Ching, 56, was

detained in April 2005 on charges of espi-

onage. He was formally arrested in August.

(VOA)

Xu Zhengqing, sentenced in September

to three years in prison on charges of “cre-

ating a public disturbance,” had his verdict

upheld in an appeal hearing at Shanghai’s

No. 2 Intermediate People’s Court on Janu-

ary 20. Xu is a long-time petitioner who has

been subjected to constant persecution by

the authorities. In the indictment against

Xu, the Shanghai Putuo District Procura-

torate alleged that while attempting to com-

memorate deceased former leader Zhao

Zhiyang in Beijing on January 29, Xu

caused disorder on a public bus by failing

to pay his fare, and later on the train back

to Shanghai by shouting that he had been

beaten, causing an “incident” that con-

gested the train corridor. 

Three Tibetan monks and two nuns

were sentenced to jail terms of one to

three years by a local court in Gansu

Province in early February for passing out

flyers calling for Tibetan independence in

May 2005. (Free Tibet Campaign)

Li Yuanlong, 45, a journalist with Bijie

Daily in the Guizhou Province, was formally

indicted on February 9 on charges of

“incitement to subvert state power” after

being detained on September 9. His arrest

is believed to be related to a number of arti-

cles critical of the authorities published on

the Internet under his pen name, Ye Lang.

RELEASED

A migrant worker and labor activist in

Chongqing, Shi Xiaoyu, was released in

mid-November after being detained by

police for about a month for posting his

opinions about labor rights on the Internet.

(VOA)

Authorities released Zhang Mingxuan,

a pastor with a Henan-based house church,

and his son, Zhang Chuang, on November

22 after holding them for four days during

U.S. President George Bush’s visit to Bei-

jing. Zhang and his son were arrested at a

Beijing train station on November 18. (VOA)

Guo Feixiong, a rights activist who

assisted the Taishi Village protest in

Guangdong Province, was released without

charge on December 27. He had been held

for more than three months, during which

he conducted a month-long hunger strike.

Prosecutors from Panyu District told him on

the day of his release that he would not be

indicted, despite having been charged by

the police with “disturbing social order.”

Guo denied organizing the villagers: “It was

the Taishi Village residents who knew what

they wanted.” Guo attributed his release to

public pressure, which may also account

for the release of four or five other villagers

who had been detained during the protests.

In total, nearly 20 villagers were detained

and later released. (Reuters)

Jiang Weiping, one of China’s most

well-known investigative reporters, was

released from Nanguangling Prison in

Dalian on January 3 after serving five years

of his original eight-year term. Jiang was

reported to be applying to leave China and

join his wife and 18-year-old daughter in

Toronto. Jiang was arrested in late 2000

after publishing several articles about cor-

ruption scandals in northeastern China for

the Hong Kong monthly magazine, Qian-

shao (“Frontline”). He was sentenced in

May 2001 on charges of “revealing state

secrets” and “incitement to subvert state

power.” No clear reason was given for his

early release, which followed a previous

reduction of sentence. (AFP)

SHUT DOWN

The law firm of Gao Zhisheng, a prominent

human rights defender, was shut down on

November 4 after he refused to retract an

open letter he wrote to Hu Jintao and Wen

Jiabao in October, urging the Communist

Party to cease persecution of Falun Gong

practitioners in China. Gao was named one

of China’s top ten lawyers in 2001 by the

Chinese Bureau of Justice. 

SPEAKING OUT 

Wang Wanxing, 56, came forward in

November with details of his incarceration

in the Beijing Public Security Bureau’s

Ankang Hospital for the Custody and Treat-

ment of Mentally Ill Offenders, from which

he was released on August 16. Wang was

imprisoned for 13 years after staging a

short demonstration in favor of democracy

in Tiananmen Square. Released shortly

before a visit to China by the UN High Com-

missioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour,

Wang immediately boarded a flight for Ger-

many, where his wife and daughter had

been granted asylum. In an interview with

Human Rights Watch in Germany, Wang

said that hospital officials told him, “[I]f

you ever speak out about your experiences

at our hospital, we’ll come and bring you

back here again.” Wang said patient-on-

patient violence was severe, and that he

often stayed awake through the night to

protect himself from sudden attacks. He

described hospital officials tying patients

to a bed and administering high levels of

electric acupuncture treatment as punish-

ment, and said he witnessed an incident in

which one man choked to death as a

result. Human Rights Watch reported that

in spite of his experiences, Wang appeared

coherent and stable during the interview.

Wang is the first known inmate of China’s

notorious Ankang system to have left China

and spoken out. An estimated 3,000 or

more political detainees have been held in

police-run psychiatric custody since the

early 1980s. (SCMP)

DEATH PENALTY

The Supreme People’s Court announced on

December 7 that in a step toward greater

transparency, highly controversial death

sentence appeals (those that involve

“major controversy over facts and evi-

dence”) would be heard publicly beginning

on January 1, and public hearings will be

extended to all death sentence appeals

starting on July 1. The problem of wrongful

convictions was highlighted in 2005

through a series of cases revealing that

many individuals had served long sen-

tences or had been executed for crimes

they did not commit. While the Criminal Pro-

cedure Law already requires any appeals

made by the prosecution to be heard in
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public, appeals by defendants can be

reviewed either in open session or by docu-

mentary review of files from the previous

court if the case facts are clear. The new

move follows the resumption of review by

the Supreme People’s Court of all death

sentences, a responsibility that had been

delegated in 1997 to 31 provincial-level

courts. (CD, FT)

VIOLENT CRIMES

Luo Ran, of Guangxi Province, was sen-

tenced to death with a two-year reprieve by

the Guilin Intermediate People’s Court in

mid-November for murdering his lover. (LD)

Sun Hongxing, a migrant worker from

Jilin Province, was sentenced to death in

late November by the Yinchuan Intermedi-

ate People’s Court in Ningxia Province for

robbing and stabbing a man on December

10, 2004. (LD)

Hu Dengju, the former deputy secretary-

general of the Luzhou People’s Political

Consultative Conference, was given the

death penalty with a two-year reprieve by

the Luzhou Intermediate People’s Court of

Sichuan Province, for the fatal beating of

his wife. The sentence was reported on

November 22. (SCMP)

Li Zhiqiang, 26, was sentenced to

death by the Beijing No. 1 Intermediate

People’s Court on November 29, 2005, for

killing and raping his 84-year-old neighbor

in April. (LD)

Tung Pingsheng, 18, was sentenced to

death by the Ganzhou Intermediate

People’s Court for killing six people while

burgling their homes between April and

June. (LD)

Hou Hongyu was sentenced to death by

the Jingzhou Intermediate People’s Court

in Hubei on December 2 for murdering a

tobacco trading director during a dispute in

2004. (XH)

Zhou Yanzhong, 41, was sentenced on

December 7 by the Chaozhou Intermediate

People’s Court in Guangdong Province on

three counts of murder. (LD)

Dai Qixue, a recently-released prisoner

from Liaoning, was sentenced to death by

the Banxi City Intermediate People’s Court

on December 20 for new offenses of

assault and robbery. (LD)

Luo Zhiguan was sentenced to death by

Chengdu Intermediate People’s Court in

late December for fatally stabbing a stu-

dent on July 2. (XH)

Zhang Mingde, 52, head of a local

technical college, and his accomplice Wang

Yunhong, 32, were convicted of murder and

sentence to death with a two-year reprieve

by Inner Mongolia’s Hohhot Intermediate

People’s Court in mid-January. (XH)

Hao Bingsuo, 35, convicted of leading a

series of organized crimes, was sentenced

to death by the Shanxi Higher People’s

Court on January 3. (LD)

Yang Yushan, 39, a peasant convicted

of rape and robbery, was executed after his

death sentence was upheld on appeal on

January 20. Yang had been sentence to

death by Inner Mongolia’s Hohhot Interme-

diate People’s Court in August 2005. (XH)

Tien Ziwen and Wong Bowei, both

unemployed, were sentenced to death by

the Chaoxian Clan Autonomous Region

Intermediate People’s Court in Jilin

Province in late January for the murder of a

billionaire and his family.

Sun Gaohong, 33, a police officer, was

sentenced to death by the Shaanxi Interme-

diate People’s Court in mid-February for

participating in the kidnapping and murder

of his relative in December 2005. (Beijing

News)

Wang Bing, accused of being the leader

of an organized crime ring, had his death

sentence upheld on appeal by the Baoding

Intermediate People’s Court on February

18. (Beijing News)

Wang Hongyu, 30, a peasant, was sen-

tenced to death by the Henan Intermediate

People’s Court on February 23 for the mur-

der of his rival in a rural election. (LD)

Fu Jiandong was sentenced to death by

the Hebei Intermediate People’s Court in

late February for the murder and rape of an

18-year-old girl in May 2005. (XH)

FINANCIAL CRIMES

Zhu Fuzhong, a township party secretary,

was sentenced to death on December 8 by

the Sichuan Higher People’s Court for

embezzling a total of 15 million yuan

between 1996 and 2004. (Beijing News,

XH)

Yang Yanming, 57, was sentenced to

death on December 13 by the Beijing No. 1

Intermediate People’s Court for embezzle-

ment. (AP, XH)

Wen Mengje, 49, a former official of

Agricultural Bank of China’s Beijing branch,

was sentenced to death on December 20

by the Beijing No. 1 Intermediate People’s

Court for accepting brides and embezzling

public funds totaling about 15 million yuan

between 1999 and 2004. (PD)

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Chen Fusong, a 60-year-old resident of Tai-

wan, was sentenced to death in late

December by the Wuhan Intermediate

People’s Court in Hubei Province for pro-

ducing and trafficking drugs from 1995 to

2004. His death sentence was upheld on

appeal by the same court on January 1.

(LD)

EXONERATED

Gao Jinfa, 47, a peasant sentenced to

death with a two-year reprieve for rape and

murder in October 2003, was exonerated in

his third trial on January 6. (CD)

ABBREVIATIONS

AFP Agence France Presse

AP Associated Press

CD China Daily

DJ Dow Jones International

LAT Los Angeles Times

LD Legal Daily

NYT The New York Times

PD People’s Daily

RFA Radio Free Asia

SCMP South China Morning Post

VOA Voice of America

WP The Washington Post

XH Xinhua News Agency 
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