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SUPPORTING HUMAN RIGHTS

DEFENDERS IN CHINA

HRIC’s advocacy supports Chinese grass-

roots activists, journalists, lawyers and

other rights defenders inside China. HRIC

actively engages with policymakers and

governments, and collaborates with diverse

NGO partners. HRIC’s increasing effective-

ness is reflected in our UN work and press

and media strategies, reaching a growing

number of media outlets around the world.

RAISING INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION

In all 16 press releases and statements

issued from December 2006 through Feb-

ruary 2007, HRIC advocated on behalf of

mainland Chinese rights activists and

defenders, including journalist Zhao Yan,

Three Gorges activist Fu Xiancai and rights

defender Guo Feixiong, among others.

In January, Executive Director Sharon

Hom joined director and producer Micha

Peled for a question and answer session fol-

lowing the New York opening screening of

his documentary China Blue. The film, which

explores the complex issues of labor rights

and the human costs of globalization by fol-

lowing a young girl’s journey into the harsh

world of sweatshop workers in a Chinese

blue-jeans factory, has already garnered a

number of international film awards. The

Q&A generated a wide range of thought-pro-

voking questions and discussion. Last year,

HRIC and the Crowley Program in Interna-

tional Human Rights at Fordham Law School

co-hosted a private screening of the docu-

mentary for an audience of more than 200

guests, also followed by a Q&A session with

Sharon and Micha.

PROMOTING AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW

OF CASES

HRIC engages directly and indirectly with the

Chinese government on individual cases

and current human rights issues through

participation in international processes. At

the same time, HRIC’s advocacy and

research contributes to international

scrutiny of the Chinese government’s gen-

eral human rights practices. To bring atten-

tion to cases of individuals detained in

violation of international human rights and

to promote an international independent

review of those cases, HRIC regularly makes

submissions to the UN Working Group on

Arbitrary Detention. In November, HRIC sub-

mitted the following two cases:

Zhang Honghai (a freelance writer, age

33) and Jin Haike (a geophysicist, age 30)

posted a number of articles online that were

critical of the government. Together with

activists Yang Zili and Xu Wei, they founded

an organization called the New Youth Study

Group, which aimed at promoting social

reform and was critical of the government.

They were both arrested in March 2001 after

an alleged government agent infiltrated their

group, and were tried on charges of subver-

sion. Zhang was sentenced to eight years

and Jin was sentenced to 10 years.

As of February 2007, HRIC has submit-

ted a total of 40 cases to the Working

Group. Of the 13 cases from HRIC for which

a final decision has been reached, all were

determined to be arbitrary. As a result of

these determinations by the Working

Group, the Chinese authorities have

responded to the Working Group and with

increasingly greater detail on the abuses

and violations submitted by HRIC.

SENDING MESSAGES OF HOPE

AND SUPPORT

HRIC’s press work, casework and advocacy

contributed to international recognition and

support for environmental activist Sun

Xiaodi. After spending more than a decade

petitioning over radioactive contamination

from a Uranium Mine in the Gannan Tibetan

Autonomous Prefecture, Sun was pre-

sented with the Nuclear-Free Future

Award, described as the world’s most pres-

tigious anti-nuclear prize. Tibetan medical

workers have attributed nearly half of the

human deaths in the region to a variety of

radioactivity-related cancers and immune

system diseases. This award, recognizing

Sun’s “moral courage to petition for an end

to the toxic mismanagement corrupting Chi-

nese uranium production,” was presented

at the Indigenous World Uranium Summit

hosted by the Navajo Nation in Window

Rock, Arizona. Because Sun remains under

strict surveillance and cannot leave China,

HRIC Domestic Advocacy Program Officer

Feng Congde attended the Summit in

December to accept the award on Sun’s

behalf. HRIC has advocated extensively on

Sun Xiaodi’s behalf in the past year in our

press work, government and UN advocacy,

and in our electronic and print publications.

PROMOTING CHINA’S COMPLIANCE

WITH INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS

HRIC develops constructive international

pressure to promote greater civil space for

human rights defenders and activists in

China working for social, legal and demo-

cratic change.

EUROPEAN OUTREACH

In the lead-up to the Beijing Olympics, HRIC

presents recommendations to foreign gov-

ernments to promote greater traction on

human rights issues in bilateral dialogues

with China. HRIC participated in the Decem-

ber 2006 Berne Process meeting in Brus-

sels, The Berne Process was first convened

by the Swiss government in 2001 to coordi-

nate and share information among the gov-

ernments engaged in bilateral dialogues

with China. HRIC briefed the governments

on human rights trends and presented rec-

ommendations for developing more effective

engagement with the Chinese government.

In late January, Sharon Hom also attended

“A Conversation with Volker Stanzel, Ger-

man Ambassador to China,” hosted by the

Council on Foreign Relations as part of

their U.S.-Asia Update Roundtable Series.

U.S. OUTREACH

In early January, HRIC participated in high

level discussions on the general human

rights situation, and explorations of more

effective engagement strategies with U.S.

government officials and staff. HRIC also

briefed them on HRIC’s E-activism and

Internet censorship.

To suggest strategies and provide

insight on how international actors can

make progress in promoting human rights,

including freedom of religion, in China,

Sharon Hom testified before the U.S. Com-

mission on International Religious Free-

dom on January 31, at a hearing entitled,

“The Many Faces of China’s Repression:

Human Rights, Religious Freedom, and

U.S. Diplomacy in China.” The hearing was
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attended by more than 30 journalists,

NGOs and U.S. government representa-

tives. Representatives from other NGOs

shared individual case stories of human

rights abuses against Tibetan Buddhists,

Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghur Muslims,

Protestants and Catholics in China. Sharon

spoke on the third panel, along with

Michael Green from the Center for Strategic

and International Studies, addressing the

importance of viewing religious repression

in the broader context of human rights

abuses perpetrated by the Chinese govern-

ment. Sharon identified foreign policy tools

that the U.S. government can use to make

a difference in China.

HONG KONG OUTREACH

The Hong Kong office staff has been meet-

ing with NGO representatives in Hong Kong

to discuss the human rights situation in

China and efforts to raise human rights

issues in the lead-up to the 2008 Beijing

Olympics. These NGOs included the Interna-

tional Confederation of Free Trade Unions,

the China Human Rights Lawyers Concern

Group and the French Centre for Research

on Contemporary China.

CORPORATE SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY

To identify practical solutions to the human

rights challenges faced by technology com-

panies doing business in authoritarian

countries, HRIC has been participating in a

private multi-stakeholder process convened

by Business for Social Responsibility

(BSR) and the Center for Democracy and

Technology (CDT). This collaboration

between a diverse group of companies,

academics, investors, technology leaders

and human rights organizations was

recently launched as a public process.

HRIC attended the most recent of these

series of meeting in early February. The

process aims to draft and adopt guidelines

for participating companies on human

rights, including freedom of expression.

On February 26 and 27, Sharon Hom

participated in a Wal-Mart Stakeholder Dia-

logue at the company’s global headquarters

in Bentonville, Arkansas. SustainAbility and

Flag of North America are working with Wal-

Mart on reporting and stakeholder engage-

ment, and participants in the dialogue

process provided feedback on Wal-Mart’s

transparency and sustainability initiatives,

including a draft sustainability report.

MEDIA AND INTERNET CENSORSHIP

In February, Sharon Hom participated in the

World Press Freedom Conference, hosted

by the World Press Freedom Committee,

UNESCO, the World Association of Newspa-

pers and the Coordinating Committee of

Press Freedom Organizations, at UNESCO

headquarters in Paris. Sharon presented a

case study of China on the panel “New

Media Under Challenge,” with representa-

tives from groups speaking about Belarus,

Burma, Iran and Russia and moderated by

a member of the Committee to Protect Jour-

nalists. She described the difference

between “traditional” and “new” media in

China, discussed the methods by which the

Chinese government controls the domestic

and foreign news media, and gave sugges-

tions for what China and the international

community can do to overcome these chal-

lenges in the run up to the 2008 Olympic

Games.

HRIC has been actively monitoring the

U.S. Department of State’s Global Internet

Freedom Task Force (GIFT), a process set

up in 2006 to explore ways to promote free-

dom of expression and access to informa-

tion online in countries worldwide. On

January 30, Law Program Officer Elisabeth

Wickeri attended a one-day GIFT confer-

ence, in which more than 150 State

Department officials, businesses, NGOs,

journalists, academics and socially respon-

sible investors discussed the progress in

and challenges of promoting greater free-

dom online, since allegations of U.S. Inter-

net companies facilitating human rights

abuses were raised in February, 2006. Elis-

abeth attended both panels, which

explored the role of both the U.S. govern-

ment and business actors in promoting

those freedoms. Elisabeth also had a

chance to speak to State Department rep-

resentatives and business people, intro-

ducing them to HRIC’s corporate social

accountability work, our E-Advocacy project

and our Incorporating Responsibility 2008

campaign (IR2008).

CHINA’S ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

In February, HRIC released a Trends Bul-

letin, “China’s Environment and the Situa-

tion of Water,” which documents the

growing environmental crisis in China, with a

focus on water pollution. Produced by

research staff in Hong Kong and New York,

the trends bulletin reviews the economic

and social impact of pollution in China,
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“THE MANY FACES OF CHINA’S REPRESSION”: EXCERPT FROM HRIC’S

TESTIMONY TO THE U.S. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS

FREEDOM, JANUARY 31, 2007

A smooth and successful Olympics is paramount to the Chinese government. In

addition to construction of venues and state-of-the-arts security systems, China’s

Olympics preparations also include a number of campaigns aimed at “packaging”

China, and to change public behavior, including promoting “a new code of conduct”

(no spitting, no slurping of soup, no littering, standing in line, and teaching resi-

dents to speak English). The Games are expected to draw 800,000 foreign visitors

and one million domestic visitors to Beijing.

This official re-packaging of China requires a difficult balancing act between

responding to international pressure for greater openness and loosening of restric-

tions (as evidenced by the new foreign media regulations), managing its public rela-

tions for the Olympics, and its key imperative to maintain Party control. In the

crevices of that political balancing act, the U.S. government can explore new points

of leverage and access/intervention.

Keeping in mind the potential backlash of Chinese nationalism, “tangible” and

“intangible” levers can be explored in the final lead-up to the 2008 Beijing Olympics,

including: engagement with the corporate and legal sectors, targeting those that are

Olympics sponsors, service providers and security technology providers.

For the full text of HRIC’s testimony, go to http://hrichina.org/public/contents/

32343

For more information on HRIC’s Olympics campaign, go to www.ir2008.org



explains the impact on public health and

local communities caused by the lack of

sustainable and inclusive water manage-

ment policy and the shortage of clean water,

and provides an overview of the interna-

tional and domestic legal framework in

regards to environment, development and

conservation. The trends bulletin, which is

being disseminated to lawyers, NGOs,

activists and academics and to various U.S.,

EU and UN government bodies, can be

accessed on the HRIC Web site at http://

www.hrichina.org/public/contents/32368.

CULTIVATING THE CONDITIONS

FOR LONG-TERM SOCIAL AND

POLITICAL CHANGE

HRIC promotes a growing human rights con-

sciousness among citizens inside China

through our collaborative work with civil

society groups and by providing uncensored

information to Internet users in the main-

land. HRIC also conducts academic out-

reach and a rigorous internship program to

seed greater interest in the human rights

field.

HRIC’s Hong Kong office, along with 15

local human rights organizations, migrant

rights groups and social service organiza-

tions, hosted interactive information

booths at the International Human Rights

Day Carnival, which attracted some 1,000

local and mainland visitors on December

10. The booth allowed both children and

adults to play games as they were asked to

knock down human rights violations and

preserve those human rights most in need

of protection. HRIC also exhibited a series

of panels to inform visitors about selected

human rights issues in China, including

media and Internet censorship, arbitrary

detention and child labor.

In February, Sharon Hom was invited as

a guest speaker in Professor Rose Tang’s

class, “International News: China’s Mass

Media,” at Princeton University. This

course explores how the Chinese govern-

ment uses the media to influence their citi-

zens and the effects of the ensuing public

dissent. Sharon’s lecture focused on Inter-

net censorship and the architecture of

information control in China. A lively

exchange and discussion with students

about human rights issues and HRIC’s work

followed the presentation.

In February, Sharon Hom participated in

NYU School of Law’s Timothy A. Gelatt

Memorial Dialogue on Law and Develop-

ment in Asia as a panelist, together with

Chinese legal academics and two lawyers

from China. The dialogue attracted more

than 150 students, academics and profes-

sionals, and focused on the recent reforms

to the death penalty review system in

China. Sharon’s presentation provided

insight into the ways in which application of

the death penalty in China falls short of

requirements in international law, and how

the reforms would need to address those

shortfalls. She also provided a comparative

perspective by describing application of the

death penalty in Taiwan.

HRIC ORGANIZATIONAL NOTES

In January 2007, HRIC opened its EU Liai-

son Office, based in Brussels, Belgium,

and welcomed European Liaison Officer

Isabella Nitschke. With a portfolio that

includes advocacy on individual cases and

systemic human rights issues, Isabella

will liaise with EU institutions, NGO part-

ners and the corporate community in coor-

dination with HRIC’s New York and Hong

Kong offices. Isabella has spent the last

two years in Beijing as the Human Rights

desk officer of the European Commission

Delegation to China. She was formerly an

officer of the Permanent Representation of

Sweden to the EU in Brussels, and has

interned with both the Permanent Mission

of Sweden to the UN in New York and the

Swedish Embassy in Brussels. Isabella

gained both her Master’s and her Bache-

lor’s degrees in Political Science and East

and South East Asian Studies at Lund Uni-

versity, Sweden. Her studies included a

semester as an ERASMUS exchange stu-

dent at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques of

the University of Robert Schumann in

Strasbourg, France. She has studied Man-

darin in Sweden and at the South China

University of Technology in Canton, China;

she is fluent in English and French as well

as her mother tongues, Swedish and

German.

After a year’s search, HRIC’s Hong Kong

office recently moved into a larger office

space to meet our staff and program

expansion needs. In December, HRIC

hosted an open house attended by Ambas-

sador de Klerk and other members of his

Dutch delegation, the German Consulate

General, friends from the U.S. Consulate,

and representatives of numerous NGOs,

including Amnesty International, Human

Rights Watch, China Labour Bulletin and

many others.

ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN FELLOWSHIP IN

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

In November 2006, New York University

School of Law and HRIC announced the

establishment of the Robert L. Bernstein

Fellowship in International Human Rights.

The inaugural reception at the home of

NYU School of Law Dean Richard Revesz

was attended by more than 50 members

of the NYU Law community, including aca-

demics, lawyers, professors and students

Robert L. Bernstein Fellow in International Human Rights Cynthia Wong (center) with NYU School

of Law Dean Richard Revesz, and HRIC Board Members Andrew J. Nathan, Robert L. Bernstein,

William Bernstein and Christine Loh at a reception announcing the establishment of the Fellowship

in November 2006.
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as well as HRIC board members. HRIC

Board Co-Chair Christine Loh gave a warm

opening speech, followed by welcoming

remarks from Bob Bernstein and Dean

Revesz. Cynthia Wong, the first Bernstein

Fellow, who will receive her JD from NYU

School of Law in May 2007, will work

closely with HRIC lawyers and advocacy

staff and contribute to HRIC’s interrelated

advocacy, research, casework and out-

reach programs for one year in New York.

Cynthia is vice president of NYU’s Asia

Law Society, a member of the Law Stu-

dents for Human Rights Advocacy Group,

Senior Articles Editor of the Review of Law

and Social Change, a student in the Immi-

grant Defense Clinic and a former summer

law clerk at the Center for Democracy and

Technology.

PHOTOGRAPHY RECEPTION AND EXHIBIT

On the evening of January 18, HRIC hosted

“Full Moon Lotus,” an opening reception in

our office featuring the chromogenic digital

photography of Joan Lebold Cohen. More

than 100 guests attended, including many

lawyers, academics, donors, NGOs and

artists from New York, Washington and

mainland China. We distributed many

issues of China Rights Forum, an informa-

tion sheet outlining the growing water and

environment crisis in China and CD-copies

of HRIC’s June 4th podcasts. The photo-

graphs will be on display in HRIC’s office

through May 25, 2007. To schedule a visit,

please call 212-981-1021.

STAFF AND INTERN NEWS

HRIC welcomed two new staff members to

our office in New York. Cara Blouin, Opera-

tions Associate, is the founder of the Univer-

sal Culture School of Hunan, an English

training program in Hunan Province where

she lived and worked as a teacher for two

years. She has served as the program

director of Families with Children from

China of Greater New York, the operations

manager of Children of China Pediatrics

Foundation, and as a teacher of English as

a second language to New York’s immi-

grants. Charlie McAteer, Program Associ-

ate, has worked as a legislative aide for the

Seattle City Council, a public policy advo-

cate on children’s issues at a non-profit

and a broadcast reporter for National Pub-

lic Radio (NPR). He is a graduate of the

School for International and Public Affairs

(SIPA) at Columbia University, where he

focused on human rights policy. He also

studied Mandarin at Columbia, which

included an intensive summer language

program at Peking University. Charlie

interned at HRIC in the summer of 2005,

researching information and communica-

tion technology (ICT) issues in China.

HRIC also welcomed four outstanding

spring interns from a large applicant pool

of highly qualified candidates to our New

York and Hong Kong offices: one undergrad-

uate intern from Columbia University, one

graduate intern who received her MA from

the University of Chicago, and two legal

interns from Brooklyn Law School and City

University of Hong Kong. The interns pro-

vide invaluable research, writing and sup-

port on HRIC’s IR2008 and Olympics

advocacy work as well as general press and

communications support.
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HRIC Executive Director Sharon Hom and Photographer Joan Lebold Cohen, welcoming over 100

guests at the “Full Moon Lotus” art exhibit, hosted in HRIC’s New York office in January.

HRIC’S UPCOMING
PUBLICATIONS

China: Minority Exclusion, Margin-

alization, and Rising Tensions

This joint report by Minority Rights

Group (MRG) and HRIC will be

released in Spring 2007. The study,

focusing on ethnic minority groups

including Tibetans, Uyghurs and

Mongols, is one component of a

larger series of reports by MRG that

examines the issues of conflict,

inequitable development and minor-

ity rights in various countries around

the world.

The Fog of Censorship:

Media Control in China

This English-language edition of

Media Control in China, an HRIC

report by He Qinglian, is currently in

production and is expected to be

released later this spring. For the

first edition Chinese-language ver-

sion of the report, which was down-

loaded 2,279 times in January

alone, please go to:

http://ir2008.org/

PDF/initiatives/Internet/Media-

Control_Chinese.pdf

Officially Sanctioned Crime in

China: A Catalogue of Lawlessness

This HRIC report by He Qinglian is

now in production and will be pub-

lished in English and Chinese by late

Spring 2007.

Challenging China: Struggle and

Hope in an Era of Change

HRIC and The New Press are co-pub-

lishing Challenging China: Struggle

and Hope in an Era of Change, a

compilation of articles and essays

from China Rights Forum. The book

is in production and is scheduled for

release in June 2007.


