
A Gift for You

BY OUYANG XIAORONG

Ma chère,
Should you feel chilly,
I’ve a gift for you:
A northern kingdom all aflame—
I hope this is no empty promise.
That evening sky awhirl with fireflies
Is what’s left of me,
Who was, five hundred years ago, a torch.

Fluttering moths fan my candle flame,
I don’t want anAtlantic gale,

But rather a breeze that sings a foreign anthem at your window.
Although,
Morosely, I have wandered far,
Still I see you in my dreams
Grasping the corner of your skirt:
You’ve gathered for me
Spring branches from the willow tree.

Rendered into English by A.E.Clark

The original Chinese poem was posted on theWeb site of Democracy Forum

(http://www.asiademo.org/), and can be accessed on the PeacehallWeb site,

http://boxun.com/hero/2007/oyxr/13_1.shtml.
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tle progress with ForeignAffairs, we’re aiming at Harper
instead, boosting his support and deflecting criticism of him
from business. It is not an easy or natural alliance between a
Conservative prime minister and rights groups, which are typ-
ically made up of political liberals. Not long ago, I went on the
radio defending Harper and saying business interests oppose
him because they were spoiled by Chrétien. I gave Harper’s
government anA-minus on human rights.Afterwards another
coalition member telephoned me and scolded me for giving
such a high mark to a Conservative. But from our point of
view, Harper is still advancing the cause.

China: “The economic relationship
goes hand in hand with the
political relationship.”

In February, HeYafei, China’s assistant minister of foreign
affairs for NorthAmerica, was quoted in the Globe and Mail as
intimating that Canada would pay an economic price for
speaking out on the Celil case and other human rights issues:
“The economic relationship goes hand in hand with the politi-
cal relationship. I cannot say Canada is squandering (the rela-
tionship) now, but in practical terms Canada is lagging behind
in its relations with China.”8

Harper responded at a subsequent press briefing, “Canada’s
trade with China has lagged for a very long number of years. It
lagged under governments that were not prepared to speak out
about human rights in any way, shape or form.” He added, “I
would point out today to any Chinese official, just as a matter
of fact, that China has a huge trade surplus with this country.
So I think it would be in the interests of the Chinese govern-
ment to ensure that any dealings with Canada on trade are
absolutely fair and above board.”9

Political trends are always shifting, along with a govern-
ment’s priorities at any given time.The China coalition is not
complacent; we will continue our lobbying efforts to maintain
the Canadian government’s resolve on human rights issues in
China.
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