
Overlord

BY DONGHAI YIXIAO

Of theThreeWays,
Only two concern him:
TheWay of Heaven and theWay of Earth.
No need to understand theWay of Man,
No need to win the common people to his side.

In theAge of Despotism, the overlord
Is like a fallen eagle tangled in a clump of thorns,
Like a flicker of fire beneath the blizzard writhing,
Like a footfall in swampland, racing without hope
against the setting sun,

Like one who sings heartily atop a lonely peak
but cannot reach a single ear.

In theAge of Despotism,
traces of humanity are hard to find.

Superstitions have been rebuked and divinity eradicated.
The overlord is doomed to isolation,
Doomed to make his way alone.
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The original Chinese poem was posted on theWeb site of Democracy

Forum (http://www.asiademo.org/), and can be accessed on the

author’s blog, http://donhai.blog.guxiang.com/arti-

cle/2007/20071311920.shtml.

tions on RTL and other established practices that serve the
interests of the authorities so well, and that’s part of why dis-
cussion is progressing so slowly. China’s parallel Party-
government structure is a huge impediment to reform in
general, because the Party elite has too much to lose.
But international advocacy and pressure is helping to change

this. Foreign governments can press for democracy and human
rights, especially given that the Chinese government itself
recently enshrined respect for human rights in its Constitution.

CRF: Since any change to existing EU foreign policy requires a
unanimous vote by member countries, it seems unlikely that
there will be much change in certain policies that HRIC has
raised concerns about, such as the possibility of lifting the
arms embargo that was imposed against China after the 1989
Tiananmen crackdown. Should HRIC and other NGOs set these
issues aside and concentrate its energies elsewhere?

IN: The EU has no intention of lifting the arms embargo for the
time being. Public opinion is very strong on this—everyone in
Europe remembersTiananmen and is aware of China’s human
rights abuses, and lifting the embargo would cause a great
outcry in many countries.
But the embargo has been increasingly linked with human

rights progress in China over the past year or so. EU officials
have made statements suggesting that it would be “easier” to
lift the embargo if China showed progress or good will on
issues such as ratification of the ICCPR or the release of
political prisoners.
There are other issues that groups like HRIC would like to

see on the agenda that never make it there because although
they have been raised by the EU, they are largely ignored or
rejected by China. RTL, for example, is brought up in every
dialogue, and the Chinese government also increasingly
objects to engaging on individual cases—but I think it’s
important not to give in to Chinese pressure in this area. It’s

also difficult to bring up Falun Gong, in particular the
controversial allegations last year about harvesting organs from
Falun Gong practitioners in detention.

CRF: How does the approach of the EU and European countries
toward human rights issues differ from that of the U.S.?

IN: The political culture and values system in Europe is quite
different from that in the U.S. I thinkAmericans tend to focus
on their own domestic issues, but Europe is very outward-
looking on moral values; there’s a lot of investigative
journalism, and the public really reacts. European countries
have a lot of NGOs involved in human rights work, and a long
history of engagement in international peace processes and in
the UN.The Nordic countries, in particular, have often acted as
UN mediators between enemy countries.The EU’s human
rights policies and treaties are applied to EU member
countries, but are also promoted externally on the common
assumption that advancement of human rights principles is
part of the EU’s work. It is also true, unfortunately, that the U.S.
has lost a lot of leverage on human rights issues because of
international criticism ofAmerica’s own human rights
practices and foreign policy.
In any case, given the active engagement of the U.S. and

European countries with China on human rights issues, it is
important for HRIC and other groups to help inform the
public through media work, outreach and reports, and to
provide governments with whatever information will help
further their efforts in this area.

NOTES
1. For detailed background on the EU’s China policy and dialogues, see

http://ec.europa.eu/com/external-relations/china/intro/index.htm.

2. For full background information on the ICCPR, see www.unhchr.ch/

html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm.


