
SARS CRISIS EXPOSES FLAWS

According to the World Health Organization,

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome

(SARS), which first hit southern China in

November 2002, has infected at least

7,447 people, killing 552. In early May

mainland China announced a total of 252

deaths and 5,013 cases of SARS, and

Hong Kong reported a total of 1,683

cases and 218 deaths from the flu-like

virus. (WHO)

After punishing more than 120 officials

for covering up the extent of the SARS out-

break or failing to prevent the spread of the

disease, Premier Wen Jiabao signed a

decree issued by the cabinet aimed at

ensuring that from now on officials will be

reprimanded for covering up any outbreak

of a serious disease. According to the

decree, officials at each level of govern-

ment must report cases to the level above

until all information reaches the Health

Ministry. The government also announced

that anyone intentionally spreading the dis-

ease or breaking quarantine could be liable

to punishment ranging from ten years to

execution. (CNN, NYT, PD, Reuters)

Belated action by the authorities may

not avert spread of the crisis among vulner-

able groups such as migrant workers.

Many deaths have been in urban areas, but

health authorities warn that the disease

might spread to the poorer countryside.

Premier Wen Jiabao stressed that the frag-

ile rural health system will not be able to

cope with a SARS outbreak, noting the

weakness of the facilities, inadequate

technical capabilities, and unsound epi-

demic surveillance systems.

Central Henan Province, home to

China’s AIDS epidemic, is already facing a

major SARS epidemic, with more than

800,000 migrant workers recently return-

ing to their homes in spite of authorities

advising migrants not to leave SARS affect-

ed areas. Within three days at the start of

May, some 290,000 migrants returned to

Henan from Beijing, Shanghai, and other

cities, 75 percent coming from SARS

affected areas.

The inevitable spread of SARS to the

hinterland provoked riots in several

provinces in early May as residents

protested against quarantine centers being

set up near their homes. In Zhejian

Province, about 1,000 villagers in Xiandie

destroyed police and government vehicles

and demanded that patients isolated in a

poorly equipped office building nearby be

moved elsewhere. A few days later hun-

dreds of protestors, fearing spread of the

disease, rioted near two hospitals close

to their village in Henan Province where

SARS patients were being quarantined. At

least nine people were detained for partici-

pating in violent protests against plans to

build a SARS clinic in Tianjin. The violence

in these areas indicates widespread dis-

satisfaction with how local authorities are

handling SARS cases. (AFP, AP, BBC,

Reuters, SCMP)

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

SUPPRESSED

Having come under heavy criticism world-

wide for the official cover-up that con-

tributed to the spread of the SARS epidem-

ic, Chinese officials continued to restrict

the flow of information on SARS in an

apparent effort to control panic and

rumors, and protect China’s tourist indus-

try and foreign investment. Apart from the

state-controlled media, Internet chat

rooms and mobile phone text messaging

services are also falling victim to SARS

censors. Authorities are monitoring chat

rooms and allowing “positive postings, but

not negative postings, [which] have a bad

influence on social stability.” Many

Chinese mobile phone users reportedly are

no longer able to receive text messages

from overseas, preventing them from

accessing outside reports on the out-

breaks when the state media is only per-

mitted to carry government statements

and official statistics. Moreover, police

have detained over 100 people throughout

China on charges of spreading rumors that

“disturb social order” about SARS through

such media as the Internet and mobile

phone messages. The charges against

them are not known at this time. (AFP,

BBC, GILC, SCMP)

In addition to SARS related arrests,

more detentions occurred in recent months

among activists posting their opinions

online. According to official media, on

March 27, a 17-year-old girl identified only

as Zheng (registered under the Internet

name of ‘Sini’) was arrested for posting

“harmful information” in an Internet café in

Xinmi, Henan Province. The China News

Service reported that Zheng was arrested

by a special Internet police force after a

nationwide search launched last December

when she posted “harmful information in

an Internet chatroom, causing a negative

social influence and breaking the law.” The

report did not state the specific content

that prompted Zheng’s arrest. (AFP)

The wife of Internet activist Jiang Lijun,

who disappeared in November 2002, was

informed on March 25 that Jiang had been

detained on November 6, formally arrested

on December 14 and charged with “incite-

ment to subvert state power.” Jiang’s
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arrest is apparently related to the deten-

tions of Liu Di, Li Yibin, and Ouyang Yi, all

of whom were secretly detained at the end

of last year after publishing articles online

calling for political reform. 

Sources in China said that Jiang has

been detained in Beijing’s Qincheng Prison,

which historically has been the custody

venue for prisoners in the most serious

cases. Former Qincheng Prison detainees

have included China’s last Emperor, Puyi,

and senior level Communist Party officials.

There is speculation that the authorities

are treating Jiang as a kingpin in an

Internet dissident conspiracy.

During the first four months Jiang Lijun

was in detention, his wife, schoolteacher

Yan Lina, was unable to obtain any informa-

tion or legal documentation from the PSB

regarding the reason for Jiang’s arrest.

Jiang Lijun was also a signatory of the

open letter to China's 16th Party Congress

signed by 192 opposition activists calling

for political reform last November, and a

number of other signatories have also

been arrested. Yan Lina has retained the

legal services of Beijing lawyer Mo

Shaoping, who is well known for taking on

high-profile dissident cases. (HRIC)

On May 9 in a trial that began in

January 2001, Internet publisher Huang

Qi, 40, was sentenced to five years’ impris-

onment. Convicted by an intermediate

court in central Chongqing Municipality, he

was charged with “inciting subversion of

state power” for allowing people to post

anti-government messages on his Web

site. The trial was held in semi-secrecy,

not allowing Huang’s wife, Zeng Li, to

witness his sentencing, but informing her

of the conviction after she inquired with

the court. Huang has been in prison since

his arrest in June 2000. According to

Huang’s Web site, he appealed his sen-

tence on May 18, stating his innocence

and citing China’s constitution, which

guarantees the rights of freedom of

speech and press.

Huang’s Web site originally listed

information on missing persons, but soon

became a site that listed people who had

disappeared in police custody, usually in

relation to political opinions or religious

beliefs. Rights groups such as the Com-

mittee to Protect Journalists and Reporters

Sans Frontieres have launched protests

against Huang’s conviction. (AFP, CPJ, RSF)

In another case of long-delayed sen-

tencing, on May 28 four Internet activists,

Xu Wei, Yang Zili, Jin Haike and Zhang

Honghai, received lengthy prison terms

nearly two years after charges of subver-

sion were brought against them. The

Beijing Intermediate Court sentenced Jin

Haike and Xu Wei to 10 years in prison,

while Yang Zili and Zhang Honghai each

received sentences of 8 years in prison,

all on charges of inciting subversion of

state power. All four men are around 30

years old.

Yang Zili, a computer engineer, Xu Wei,

a reporter and editor for Beijing’s

Consumer Daily newspaper, Jin Haike, a

geological engineer, and Zhang Honghai, a

freelance writer, had all posted articles on

the Internet expressing concern over cur-

rent events and social conditions. They had

also established an organization called the

New Youth Society, dedicated to exploring

ways toward social reform. The four were

arrested in March 2001 after a govern-

ment agent infiltrated their group, and they

were tried on charges of subversion on

September 28 of that same year, but with-

out a verdict being delivered. 

All four men had previously complained

of ill treatment during their detention.

While protesting his torture in custody dur-

ing the trial on May 28, Xu Wei struck his

head on the judge’s desk and fell uncon-

scious, and had to be carried out by six

police officers. (HRIC)

On April 14, the Web site of Reporters

San Frontieres was reported to be inacces-

sible to Internet users within China. The

organization called for the immediate lifting

of the government’s apparent ban, which

may have been imposed because of a

press release on the site about the extend-

ed imprisonment of cyber-dissident Liu Di.

On May 12 RSF published a report on a

month-long survey of censorship in China’s

Internet discussion forums, which noted

that China imprisons more people for

expressing their views on the Internet than

any other country. RSF’s research also

found that 70 percent of messages with

controversial content were removed by site

monitors. The RSF researcher was black-

listed from all sina.com.cn discussion

forums after sending a message calling for

the release of Huang Qi. (RSF)

In another journalism-related incident,

South Korean freelance photojournalist

Seok Jae-hyun was convicted on charges

of human trafficking and sentenced on May

22 to two years’ imprisonment by a court

in Yantai, Shandong Province. Seok, who

works regularly for The New York Times and

South Korea’s Geo Magazine, was arrest-

ed on January 18 while photographing

North Korean refugees attempting to board

fishing boats in Yantai bound for South

Korea and Japan as part of a journalistic

project on the plight of North Korean

refugees in China.  Despite a treaty with its

Communist ally requiring the Chinese gov-

ernment to send back any illegal refugees,

the government has allowed hundreds of

North Koreans go to South Korea via third

countries, but often detains the activists

who help them. (CPJ)

SHANGHAI URBAN REDEVELOPMENT

PROTESTS

In response to forced removals of

Shanghai residents for redevelopment

projects, protests and petitions from

representatives of hundreds of house-

holds have resulted in over 200 deten-

tions by public security police. The resi-

dents  affected by the clearance policies

feel  their rights have been abused through

inaccurate property assessments and

through beatings by police officers and

security guards in the course of clearance

operations. On May 20 police arrested

more than 150 people preparing to board

a Beijing-bound train to petition central

authorities with their grievances. At least

80 were subsequently detained at various

police stations. Earlier in the month police

used SARS-related restrictions on large

public gatherings to detain 132 protestors

who had assembled outside of the

Shanghai Municipal Government offices.

April also saw the arrest of three Shanghai

residents’ representatives preparing to

board a train for Beijing to petition offi-

cials, while in March 45 petitioners who

had managed to arrive in Beijing were

rounded up and sent back to Shanghai.

(HRIC)

ANTI-WAR PROTESTS

On March 30, hundreds of people gathered

at several different locations in Beijing to

protest against the war in Iraq. While two

carefully controlled protests proceeded

peacefully, a third demonstration later in

the day resulted in several detentions. 



The arrests came as dozens of protest-

ers, mostly students, left the capital's

Chaoyang Park, where authorities had con-

fined them to a small-scale demonstration

far from public view. Outside the park,

some of the demonstrators held up ban-

ners and spoke to foreign and local journal-

ists. Many protestors vented their anger at

restrictions on protests that were in line

with Beijing’s official policy opposing the

war in Iraq.

The government authorized a separate

anti-war protest for foreigners living in

Beijing, but with restrictions on the number

of participants, as well as on the time and

place. About 200 expatriates gathered at a

park in Beijing's embassy district, but

police only allowed 150 to leave the park to

take part in a march past the U.S. ambas-

sador's residence. (AFP, NYT)

TIBETANS DETAINED

Chinese security officials detained two

Tibetan monks, Jigme Jamdrup (Jigme

Jamtruk), 37, and Kunchok Jamyang

(Kunchok Choephel Labrang), 40, on April

11 in Gansu Province, apparently for politi-

cal reasons, according to a Radio Free Asia

report. Officials told relatives that the men

might be charged with separatist activities

and undermining ethnic unity. Officials

searched both men’s residences and

seized some documents in Kunchok

Jamyang’s home. Jigme Jamdrup was

released on bail on April 23, while Kunchok

Jamyang remains in custody. 

Both men have previously been arrest-

ed for political reasons. In 1990 Jigme and

Kunchok led mass protests against a

Chinese journalist they accused of misrep-

resenting the meaning of a Buddhist

mantra. Kunchok and Jigme were also

arrested in separate incidents in 1995, for

which Kunchok was detained for three

months, and Jigme was imprisoned for two

years on charges of counterrevolutionary

propaganda and incitement. (AFP, Tibetan

Centre for Human Rights and Democracy)

LABOR LEADERS SENTENCED

The Liaoyang Intermediate People’s Court

on May 9 handed down prison sentences

against labor activists Yao Fuxin, 52, and

Xiao Yunliang, 56, four months after their

January 15 trial. Yao was sentenced to

seven years and Xiao to four years on

charges of “subverting the state power” in

connection with their participation in

peaceful worker demonstrations in March

2002, according to Yao’s defense lawyer

Mo Shaoping. Mo himself was unable to

attend the sentencing hearing as he had

been given only four days’ notice of the

hearing and was then instructed to under-

go ten days of SARS quarantine upon arriv-

ing in Liaoyang from Beijing. 

The official Xinhua News Agency said

Yao and Xiao were convicted of taking an

“active part” in setting up a Liaoyang

branch of the opposition China Democratic

Party, which was suppressed after its lead-

ers were arrested during its formation in

1998. Relatives of Yao and Xiao said the

men had only passing contact with the

group. Yao and Xiao had been held in cus-

tody since March 2002, when they were

detained for organizing massive demon-

strations over alleged corruption and

unpaid wages at the bankrupt Liaoyang

Ferro-Alloy factory. The northeastern indus-

trial city has been hit by layoffs of millions

of workers from insolvent state-owned

enterprises. (AP, Reuters, CLB)

According to CLB sources, Xiao

Yunliang appeared almost totally blind at

the hearing and was unable to recognize

close family members. Only Yao’s daugh-

ter, Yao Dan, and Xiao’s daughter, Xiao Yu,

and two workers were allowed to attend the

hearing, which took place at the detention

center where the two men had been held

for over a year. Some 300 workers gath-

ered around the detention center to show

their support, in spite of 300 Public

Security Bureau officials who surrounded

the building. Immediately after the hearing

Yao Dan and Xiao Yu were taken away in

separate police cars. Xiao Yunliang’s wife,

Su Anhua, tried to stop the vehicle contain-

ing her daughter, but was beaten to the

ground by police and was taken to the hos-

pital after losing consciousness. 

CLB’s Director Han Dongfang

expressed his concern for the mistreat-

ment of Yao and Xiao and their families,

and stated, “Despite the government’s

flimsy concoction of charges of ‘subver-

sion’ against Yao and Xiao, the truth is that

their attempts to secure basic subsistence

rights for unemployed local factory workers

were both entirely lawful and also fully con-

ducive to upholding social stability – the

reverse of what the government alleged at

their recent trial… The sentences handed

down today show just how little China has

progressed on the path to rule of law –

instead the ‘law’ continues to be used as a

weapon against freedom of association

and expression.”

The sentences on Yao and Xiao came

only two months after the Governing Body

of the International Labor Organization

(ILO), of which China is a member, called

upon the Chinese authorities to release all

Liaoyang workers still in detention and to

drop any outstanding charges against

them. (CLB)

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT

In early April, the U.S. State Department

released their annual human rights report

stating that China’s “human rights record

remained poor, and the government contin-

ued to commit numerous and serious

abuses.” In response, China’s foreign min-

istry said that the report had no regard for

facts “and made irresponsible accusa-

tions” against China’s human rights situa-

tion. China fired back with its own report

charging that “the United States is follow-

ing unilateralism in international affairs

and has frequently committed blunt viola-

tions of human rights in other countries.”

Over the past three years China has

responded to the State Department's

report by issuing its own report on human

rights problems in the United States. 

Following the issue of the report, the

State Department called on U.S.-based

groups to submit proposals on human

rights in China. The proposals are for incor-

poration into an 8.5-million-dollar project,

now in its fourth year, which is designed to

foster initiatives to promote democracy,

human rights, freedom of information and

criminal and civil rule of law, the State

Department said. (AFP)

UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Despite its criticism of China’s human

rights record, the U.S. opted not to back a

resolution condemning China at the annual

meeting of the UN Human Rights

Commission in April. State Department

officials said they remain concerned about

China's performance but wanted to see

how its new generation of leaders would

act. The U.S. decision marks the second

consecutive year that China has escaped

condemnation at the UN Commission. Last

year the U.S. lost its seat on the commis-
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sion, and other countries declined to spon-

sor a critical resolution. Human rights

activists, who had lobbied heavily for the

resolution, perceived the U.S. decision to

be influenced by attempts to improve U.S.-

China relations and generate more support

for the anti-terror campaigns. 

The European Union, which had previ-

ously criticized China’s human rights

records, was likewise unwilling to present a

resolution condemning China. The EU

statement presented to the UN Human

Rights Commission expressed concern

over China’s “extensive use” of the death

penalty and described torture, arbitrary

arrests and religious repression as wide-

spread. The EU also echoed U.S. State

Department concerns regarding “repres-

sion of the freedom of expression, religion

and association with the ongoing violations

of the human rights of pro-democracy, labor

and Internet activists, proponents of free

trade unions and followers of underground

Christian churches and the Falun Gong,”

along with repression of cultural and reli-

gious freedoms among the ethnic and reli-

gious minorities of Tibet and in Xinjiang.

(AFP, Reuters) 

As the month-long annual meeting of

the UN Human Rights Commission drew to

a close at the end of April, several NGOs

criticized the outcome. The International

Federation for Human Rights said that the

session “showed once more how far

removed political ‘realities’ are from the

realities of victims of human rights viola-

tions.” UN Secretary General Kofi Annan

also condemned the commission for not

taking a more proactive approach and hold-

ing alleged rights abusers accountable.

Annan also emphasized that in light of the

“divisions and disputes in the recent

months,” the commission’s voice should

have been stronger and clearer among the

human rights debates. (AFP, Reuters)

FAREWELL TO A HUMAN RIGHTS

HERO

Mike Jendrzejczyk, the Washington

Director for the Asia division of Human

Rights Watch, died suddenly of natural

causes in Washington D.C. on May 1. Aged

53, Mike had spent more than a decade

contributing to the development of human

rights policies in Asia.

The son of Polish immigrants, Mike

started out as a preschool teacher, but

became involved in the human rights move-

ment as a Vietnam War protester in the

1970s. He moved on to organizing farm

workers and participating in nuclear disar-

mament protests before joining Amnesty

International in 1982, working first as an

organizer in New York and than at the

London secretariat. He joined Human

Rights Watch in 1990.

Praising Mike’s “depth and breadth of

knowledge,” Human Rights Watch said in

its press release, “Mike has left a void that

simply cannot be filled—not only as a pow-

erful advocate for human rights, but also

as a colleague and friend whose infectious

energy, and passion for social justice

inspired us all.”

HRIC staff and board members also

paid tribute to Mike Jendrzejczyk:

HRIC President Liu Qing: "When I first

arrived in the U.S. in 1992, after serving

11 years in a Chinese prison, it was Mike

that arranged for and accompanied me on

all my Washington meetings. His expertise,

enthusiasm, and familiarity with human

rights left a deep impression on me. He is

a model for human rights activism and

what such a spirit and great effort can

accomplish. Today, I am also a human

rights worker...it was Mike's encourage-

ment and support that helped me on this

path."

HRIC Executive Director Sharon Hom:

Mike was a deeply committed, passionate

and gifted human rights activist and lobby-

ist.  Since the founding of HRIC, Mike was

always a strong supporter of our work.

Numerous victims of China's human rights

abuses and Chinese exiles to the U.S.

were the beneficiaries of his enthusiastic

and expert assistance.  Mike's untimely

death is a great loss to the human rights

community.

HRIC director Xiao Qiang: Mike was a

long-time colleague, dear friend, and a

greatly respected and very effective

activist. His death is a great loss for the

human rights movement and for the cause

of China's human rights.

HRIC director Perry Link: Mike J.'s obit-

uaries have all noted that he was well-

informed, well-prepared, clear, reasonable,

eloquent, assiduous, and more.  All this is

true. These were skills that he worked at,

and he worked extremely hard. But he had

another wonderful virtue, one that he did-

n't work at and didn't need to.  It was just

there, and we can hardly call it a "skill":

this was his unmoving assumption that

pain and suffering are the same no matter

who feels them.  If a young Tamil woman in

a sweatshop in Sri Lanka pricked her finger

on a needle, it seemed Mike could imagine

the sting just as vividly as if it had come to

a middle-class neighbor in his Washington

suburb.  And likewise, mutatis mutandis,

for all greater pains.  For Mike it followed

that any person anywhere (himself, in par-

ticular) had not only the right but the duty

to try to help--mindful of the ever-present

barriers of nationality, language, ethnicity,

gender, and wealth, but never letting any of

these things dilute his unbudging intuitive

sympathy.   David Hume said all humans

have such an intuition; but in no one I know

was it more automatic or firm than in Mike.

HRIC director Li Xiaorong: Mike left a

deep void. He touched so many hearts in

the Chinese human rights community,

including many dissidents and exiles. I will

miss his laughter, which always lifted my

spirit.

Mike is survived by his wife, Janet

Jendrzejczyk of Takoma Park, and a sister.
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