
An Internet essayist advocates abandoning
all remaining caution for a united stand on
principle.

The last few years have seen a steady deterioration in free expres-
sion on the Internet in China.The past year has been particularly
dire, with many Web sites closed down without notice or due
process, and many site administrators and writers subjected to
varying degrees of oppression.We have now reached a point
where many intellectuals feel in a position of personal risk and
crisis. Many no longer dare to express their views on the Inter-
net, and the few who do find a dwindling number of domestic
Web sites willing to post their essays.

A tragic silence has descended on the Internet, bringing with
it the even greater danger that ordinary citizens may lose their
last shred of freedom of expression.The Internet will become
nothing more than a tea house where current affairs are no
longer discussed, and the progress of democratization in China
will be seriously impeded. If there is any hope of reversing this
situation, it cannot lie in a change of attitude by the authorities,
but rather in the resolve of Web forum administrators.

At present, administrators of current affairs discussion Web
sites live with a sword hanging over their heads, and can only
carry on by not thinking too much about the peril they face. For
the sake of day-to-day survival, administrators of current affairs
discussion Web sites eliminate postings that the authorities
might consider too sensitive, and even refuse to publish essays
by some outspoken writers.

Many of you administrators with a sense of justice must
surely feel remorseful and uneasy about taking on this butcher’s
role; I truly believe that your motivation in operating discussion
Web sites is not personal profit, but the desire to provide a
forum for the exchange of ideas and the expression of truth,
which is why these Web sites have become known for furthering
the cause of justice and criticizing wrongdoing. But now that
you administrators are compelled by outside pressure to act
against your conscience, you risk becoming the scapegoats of
public anger over restrictions on free expression. I am in com-
plete sympathy and bear you no grudge for the many times you
have censored my postings or blocked my participation.

But this situation cannot be allowed to continue. Over the

past few years, events have repeatedly demonstrated that the
more we cower, the more fiercely the wolf attacks, and that if we
give the authorities an inch, they take a mile.Weakness and com-
promise have resulted in the permanent closure of many discus-
sion Web sites, and even many low-key, edge-ball hitting Web
sites have failed to escape disaster.We should nurture no further
illusions. Rather than slinking about like dogs hoping to survive
one more day, we should stand tall and face our deaths bravely if
our life is to have any meaning.

In order to bring this winter of our Internet to a close, we
must be willing to sacrifice ourselves. It is our attitude of resig-
nation that has allowed the authorities to trample heedlessly
on Internet freedom.We should abandon the hope that our
Web sites will be able to continue indefinitely, and placing lib-
erty above all, we should open them to the free expression of
all who dare to speak the truth.

This will no doubt result in our Web sites being shut down
before long, and it is possible that we will come under per-
sonal attack from the authorities. But if all or most Web admin-
istrators act in this spirit of self-sacrifice, the authorities will be
too intimidated to act as aggressively as they have up to now.
Even if the authorities go to the extreme of closing every pri-
vately-operated current affairs Web forum, we should just go
ahead and start new ones. Every time they close one, we will
start another; if they close 100, we’ll start 100 new ones.

If we maintain this spirit of unified struggle, people
throughout our country and even throughout the world will
be moved to support us; the people of China will finally break
through their dread and boldly cry out against their hardship.
The enormous power that results will defeat totalitarianism for
good, and democracy and freedom will at last arrive in China.

If we remain obsessed with self-preservation, we will ulti-
mately become as irrelevant as a bucket of sand flung upon the
waves. If we heroically and selflessly defend the common good,
regardless of personal sacrifice, we will become as mighty as a
mountain on which the flag of freedom proudly waves.

Translated by Stacy Mosher

The original Chinese article was posted on the Web site of The
Epoch Times, http://www.dajiyuan.com/gb/6/4/13/n1286
356.htm.
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