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Li Jianping was born on March 7, 1966, the

youngest of six siblings in a village outside

of Zibo, Shandong Province. Friends

describe Li as strong-willed and tempera-

mental, but also independent and highly

self-motivated. He took full responsibility

for his university education instead of rely-

ing on his parents, who were already at an

advanced age when he was born. 

Studying under the name Li Ruo at the

Shanghai Institute of Construction Materi-

als, Li was chairman of the Shanghai Asso-

ciation of University Students and editor of

the Association’s journal, and also chair-

man of the Shanghai University Poets’

Association. As the 1989 Democracy Move-

ment gathered steam, Li took part in the

student protests as a founder of the Inde-

pendent Federation of Shanghai Universi-

ties. He changed his name to Li Jianping

(“building peace”) after June 4th. 

After obtaining his B.Sc. in 1990, Li had

the opportunity to study overseas or remain

in Shanghai, but decided to return to Zibo

instead. Somewhat impeded by his back-

ground in the democracy movement, Li even-

tually found work at a television factory, and

then became assistant to the Taiwanese

manager of a computer manufacturer. 

In 1995, Li worked as a distribution

agent for a short time, then ventured into

stock and futures investment, where his

quick mind and astute judgment helped

him earn a stable and comfortable living.

He married Xu Hui in 1996, and in 2002

their daughter was born. 

During politically sensitive periods, the

Public Security Bureau routinely sought Li

out to get a measure of his thinking, but

around 2002, they began to leave him

alone. In 2003 Li became president of a

medical apparatus company he set up with

friends. But his temperament was not well

suited to the work, and he began looking

into selling the company off.

Around that time, Li purchased a com-

puter. At first he only used it to play games,

but eventually he managed to access a

proxy server that allowed him to log onto

overseas Web sites banned in China. He

began submitting articles to Web sites such

as ChinaEWeekly, The Epoch Times and

China Monthly, an activity that soon became

a compulsion. In his articles, Li criticized the

Chinese authorities and expressed concern

over China’s human rights situation.

“I opposed him writing these articles,”

his wife Xu Hui wrote in a letter to legal

activist Zhang Yaojie following Li’s arrest.

“After all, we lived in this kind of political sys-

tem, and the Cultural Revolution was still

fresh in memory, not to mention June 4th.

But whether it was because of his sensitive

nature or his love of writing, he just couldn’t

stop.” At the same time, Xu feels Li wrote

nothing to warrant arrest. In an interview

with The Epoch Times she said, “It’s not as

if he was involved in some grand conspir-

acy. He was just expressing some view-

points. What possible harm has that done

to our country?” Xu said Li was actually

hoping to leave China for the United States.

He had obtained a passport for that pur-

pose, but had not yet applied for a visa.

Shortly before the anniversary of June

4th, on May 25, 2005, the Keyuan District

Public Security Bureau telephoned Li and

told him to come in and hand over his pass-

port by 5:30 P.M. Li presented himself as

required, and when he returned home at

11:00 that night, he told his wife that he

was accused of publishing reactionary arti-

cles through the Internet and inciting over-

throw of the government. 

The next morning, Internet security

police came to Li’s home and searched his

computer. Claiming to have found porno-

graphic materials on the computer, they took

Li away. On the morning of May 28, five

police officers came to Li’s home and pre-

sented Xu Hui with a detention warrant and

search warrant. They searched the family’s

home, seizing a number of manuscripts,

bank books, overseas checks in payment for

Li’s articles, address books and a collection

of poetry. They also searched Li’s office,

where they confiscated two manuscripts. 

Police told Xu Hui that the detention

warrant, dated May 27, would expire on

June 26, but when the release date arrived,

police told her they were holding Li for an

additional week of detention under author-

ity of the procuratorate. On June 30, the

Zibo Municipal Procuratorate issued a for-

mal warrant of arrest against Li Jianping on

suspicion of criminal defamation of the Chi-

nese government. 

Li’s case was then referred to the Shan-

dong Province Zibo City Procuratorate on

August 30, 2005, after which the charge

was amended to “incitement to subvert

state power.” While defamation carries a

maximum sentence of three years, convic-

tion under the charge of incitement to sub-

vert state power often brings sentences of

10 years or more. 

The procuratorate returned the case to

the Public Security Bureau twice for addi-

tional investigation before formally indicting

Li on March 9, 2006, on charges of incite-

ment to subvert state power. 

Li’s trial was held on April 12, 2006, at

the Zibo City Intermediate People’s Court,

with Xu Hui in attendance. At the trial, which

lasted about two and a half hours, prosecu-

tors presented the titles of 31 articles as

evidence against Li. Li argued that some

may have been posted by a person with the

same name, or using his name. He main-

tained that in any case, his articles were the

constitutionally protected expression of his

views, exercised with the best interests of

China and its government at heart. Li’s

lawyer, Zhang Xingshui, likewise maintained

that Li’s criticism of unlawful activity, injus-

tice and corruption were merely an expres-

sion of a responsible citizen promoting a

progressive and stable society. The trial ver-

dict was still pending at press time.

Li’s wife, Xu Hui, was obliged to take up

Li’s struggling business while looking after

their young daughter, and she finally sold it

off. She feels she is under constant surveil-

lance, and has not been allowed to visit her

husband since his arrest. Li Jianping

remains detained in the Zibo Municipal

Detention Center, where his lawyer reports

him to be optimistic and in good health. Li

plans to appeal if convicted. 
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