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SupportingHumanRights
Defenders in China

HRIC’s advocacy supports Chinese grassroots activists,

journalists, lawyers and other rights defenders inside

China. HRIC actively engages with policymakers and gov-

ernments, and collaborates with diverse NGO partners.

HRIC works to generate constructive international pres-

sure to promote greater civil space for human rights

defenders and activists in China working for social, legal

and democratic change.

GENERATING GREATER INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION

HRIC engages directly and indirectly with the Chinese gov-

ernment on individual cases and current human rights

issues through participation in international processes. In

May, Executive Director Sharon Hom and European Liai-

son Officer Isabella Nitschke attended a briefing for EU

Parliament members organized by the EU Parliament’s
Subcommittee on Human Rights.Ms.Hom was invited to

present an assessment of the human rights situation and

the impact of the EU-China bilateral dialogue.

HRIC attended the 4th session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva in March. Executive Director Sharon
Hom, Law Program Officer ElisabethWickeri, European

Liaison Officer Isabella Nitschke and Program Officer

CarolWang participated in NGO side panels, networked

with NGO representatives, and raised individual rights

defenders cases and human rights issues with UN special

procedures, including Special Rapporteurs and working

groups.

PROMOTING MEDIA ATTENTION AND AN
INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF CASES

In 11 of the 12 press releases and statements issued from

March throughMay 2007,HRIC advocated on behalf of

mainland Chinese rights activists and defenders, including

Uyghur activist Ablikim Abdureyim, Three Gorges activist Fu
Xiancai and rights defender Guo Feixiong, among others.

To bring attention to cases of individuals detained in viola-

tion of international human rights and to promote an

international independent review of those cases, HRIC reg-

ularly makes submissions to the UN Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention with factual information and analysis
of international and Chinese Law. Since 2002, HRIC has

submitted a total of 43 cases to theWorking Group, includ-

ing those of journalist Shi Tao and pro-democracy activist
Hu Shigen. This year, theWorking Group determined that
both activists are being detained in violation of interna-

tional law.Of the 14 cases from HRIC for which a final
decision has been reached, all have been determined to
be arbitrary. As a result of these determinations by the
Working Group, the Chinese authorities have responded to

theWorking Group with increasingly greater detail on the

abuses and violations submitted by HRIC.

Cultivating the Conditions for
Long-termSocial andPolitical
Change

HRIC promotes a growing human rights consciousness

among citizens inside China through our collaborative work

with civil society groups and by providing uncensored infor-

mation to Internet users on themainland.At the same time,

HRIC’s advocacy and research contributes to generating

constructive solutions to systemic problems.HRIC also con-

ducts academic outreach and a rigorous internship program

to seed greater interest in the human rights field.

CONTRIBUTING TO POLICY DEBATES

As part of the Carnegie Debate Series “Reframing China

Policy,” hosted by the Carnegie Endowment, Executive
Director Sharon Homwas invited to debate Professor

Jacques DeLisle of the University of Pennsylvania on the

topic “U.S. Engagement and Human Rights in China.”
TheMarch 5 debate, moderated by Pei Minxin, director of

the China Program and senior associate at the Carnegie

Endowment, examined specific opportunities for gaining

greater traction for human rights reforms through U.S.

engagement with China. The debate drew an audience of
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lenges faced by technology companies doing business in

authoritarian countries, HRIC has been participating in a

private multi-stakeholder process convened by Business
for Social Responsibility (BSR) and the Center for
Democracy and Technology (CDT). This collaboration
between a diverse group of companies, academics,

investors, technology leaders and human rights organiza-

tions aims to draft and adopt guidelines for participating

more than 85 representatives from NGOs, policy groups,

think tanks and the U.S. Government. To view the webcast,

please go to: http://www.carnegieendowment.org/events/

ENGAGING DIVERSE STAKEHOLDERS

To identify practical solutions to the human rights chal-

China: Minority Exclusion, Marginalization and Rising Tensions

HRIC’s study on China, launched on April 25, is part of a multi-country project by the Minority

Rights Group examining linkages between issues of conflict, inequitable development and minority

rights. HRIC introduced the report at NGO events during the 4th session of the UN Human Rights

Council in Geneva, and also fielded extensive press inquiries, including a news spot on BBC TV.

“Although many laws, regulations, policies and statements address the importance of equality among

Chinese ethnic groups, the PRC is not meeting its international obligations on minority rights for the

Mongols, Tibetans, and Uyghurs.”

Challenging China: Struggle and Hope in an Era of Change

Co-published by HRIC and The New Press and edited by Sharon Hom and Stacy Mosher, this volume

includes selected articles and essays from China Rights Forum.

“Often fascinating and eloquent, these analyses, reports, testimonials and poems paint a vivid portrait

of the challenges facing China and the world as its nearly 1.4 billion citizens increasingly lay claim to

basic human rights.”—Publishers Weekly, April 23, 2007.

State Secrets: China’s Legal Labyrinth

HRIC will present a talk on state secrets at the Council on Foreign Relations on June 11, to be

followed by the official launch of the report.

“The state secrets framework, with its severe restrictions on information and the criminalization of

possessing and leaking information, undermines both domestic law and the PRC’s international le-

gal obligations.”

The Fog of Censorship: Media Control in China

The English translation of an updated edition of He Qinglian’s Chinese-language report, The Fog of Censorship: Media

Control in China is currently in production for release this summer.

“The incontrovertible fact is that [China’s] rulers . . . abuse their power to deprive the people of their memory and

rewrite history.”

HRIC REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

index.cfm?fa=eventDetail&id=961.
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companies on human rights, including freedom of expres-

sion. Executive Director Sharon Hom participated in the

most recent April meeting in London.

OUTREACH

Executive Director Sharon Hom and European Liaison

Officer Isabella Nitschke attended the 36th Congress of La
Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH)
in Lisbon. The Congress, which drew together the 141

member organizations of FIDH as well as prominent rights

activists, opened with a public forum to explore migration

issues, followed by an internal congress for FIDHmember

organizations.Ms.Hom spoke on a panel with professors,

lawyers and researchers on how to promote the rights of

migrants, including economic and social rights.

European Liaison Officer Isabella Nitschke participated in a

leadership workshop and seminar in Brussels hosted by the

World Uyghur Congress (WUC) and the Unrepresented
Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) to build the
human rights capacity of more than 50 leaders of the

Uyghur community.Ms. Nitschke introduced HRIC’s

international advocacy work and discussed how NGOs can

effectively collaborate with the European Parliament. Other

speakers included Rebiya Kadeer of theWorld Uyghur

Congress and representatives from the Society for Threat-

ened Peoples, the National Endowment for Democracy and

the International Criminal Court.

For the second year in a row, Executive Director Sharon

Hom and Director of IT Shirley Hao attended Human
Rights and the Media, a three-weekend conference hosted
by Harvard University in April. HRIC joined students, jour-
nalists, scholars, NGOs and practitioners to discuss cam-

paigning for human rights during the Beijing Olympic

Games.Ms. Hom gave a presentation about the responsi-

bilities of the media during the games and HRIC’s Incorpo-

rating Responsibility 2008 campaign. The other panelists

included representatives from the International Campaign

for Tibet, Duquesne University, Hactivismo and Harvard

Business School.

Executive Director Sharon Hom participated in the NYU
School of Law Reunion panel “Can the UN do anything
about human rights disasters?” in May.Ms. Hom
addressed the role of China in the international commu-

nity and its impact on the global human rights situation.

The session was attended by more than 100 NYU alumni

and other lawyers, and Continuing Legal Education credit

was awarded for participants of the session.

HRIC Organizational Notes

In January 2007,HRIC opened our EU Liaison Office, based
in Brussels, Belgium, and welcomed European Liaison
Officer Isabella Nitschke.With a portfolio that includes
advocacy on individual cases and systemic human rights

issues,Ms.Nitschke will liaise with EU institutions,NGO

partners and the corporate community in coordination with

HRIC’s NewYork andHong Kong offices. InMarch,HRIC

hosted a joint opening reception in Brussels with La
Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH)
and the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT). The open-
ing drewmore than 100 NGOs, academics, journalists and

representatives from EU institutions and governments,

including correspondents from People’s Daily andChina

Youth Daily and Chinese scholars in Brussels.

HRIC thanksWing Lam for her contributions and hard

work at HRIC over past few years.We wish her the best in

the next stage of her career!

Tsering Jampa of the International Campaign for Tibet Europe, Sharon

Hom and Isabella Nitschke of HRIC (front row), and Antoine Madelin

of La Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (second row,

fifth from the left) with friends from FIDH and ICT at HRIC’s Brussels

Office opening reception




