
New cyber cafes prohibited
Under a new notice issued in mid-February, no new cyber

cafes will be allowed to open in 2007. Starting in July, the

government will ban the opening of new Internet cafes in a

campaign to clamp down on online addiction and juvenile

crime. Freedom-of-expression organizations say it is an

attempt to control the spread of politically sensitive infor-

mation. (WenWei Po, Guardian)

French Web site blocked
A France-basedWeb site could not be accessed after it had

published an article that warned of investment risks in

China in late February. (RFA)

Aftermath of beating death of journalist
Following the fatal beating of journalist Lan Chengzhang
by thugs employed by a Shanxi Province coal mine owner,

four management-level employees of Beijing-based China

Trade News, the newspaper that employed Lan, were dis-

missed in March. One anonymous employee said the news-

paper made the dismissal decision itself, while critics

believe the dismissed employees were merely scapegoats.

Mine owner Hou Zhenrun and six others went to trial on

April 30 before the Linfen Intermediate People’s Court on

charges related to Lan’s death. (BBC, RFA)

Victims of anti-rightist campaign seek compensation
Sixty-one victims of the anti-rightist campaign submitted

an open letter to the country’s top leaders onMarch 4,

seeking a public apology and financial compensation for

their trauma. (SCMP)

Seizing of books on Mao Zedong
The Guardian reported in early March that customs officers

For updated monthly summaries on current events regard-

ing media censorship, human rights defenders, petitions

and protests, labor and death penalty, see our online

Monthly Briefs at www.hrichina.org.

MEDIA CENSORSHIP

Tibetan dissident’s blog blocked
Tibetan writerWoeser’s foreign-based blog was blocked in
China on February 6, one day after it went public. (RFA)

Official denies banning books
A senior publishing official denied reports on February 9

that the General Administration of Press and Publication

(GAPP) banned eight books recently. The GAPPwas criti-

cized bymainland and overseas intellectuals in the beginning

of February for imposing ideologically-based bans. (SCMP)

Blog of protesting lawyer shut down
Pu Zhiqiang, one of the four lawyers who protested cen-
sorship of the Xinlang (“NewWave”) blog on Sina.com,

had his own blog on Sohu.com shut down on February 13.

Pu, along with lawyers HeWeifang, Xiao Han and Xu Zhiy-

ong, had in early February initiated an online campaign

demanding an explanation for the removal of postings

from the Xinlang blog. (RFA)

Five journalists beaten
Five journalists frommainland China andHong Kong were

beaten by security officers or unknown assailants while try-

ing to report on three separate incidents in Nanjing,Guangxi

and Guangdong Province in February. (RFA, EastDay)
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in Tianjin began stepping up inspections and seizing books

onMao Zedong, according to an international shipping

agent who asked not to be identified because his business

depends on government cooperation. (Guardian)

Yahoo! cleared of violating privacy laws
Hong Kong investigators announced onMarch 4 that there

was not enough evidence to convict Yahoo! Hong Kong of

providing private information that helped convict Shi Tao

of leaking state secrets, for which he was sentenced to 10

years in prison in 2005. (TT)

Magazine’s latest issue pulled
OnMarch 14, the editor-in-chief of Caijingmagazine

admitted that the original version of the magazine’s latest

issue had been withdrawn due to pressure from unnamed

authorities. The magazine had planned to publish an article

exploring the implications of the draft Property Law to be

decided on at the annual NPCmeeting in Beijing. However,

Chinese authorities prevented the article from going to

press until a number of changes were made. (RFA)

Foreign journalists barred from interview on riot
BBC journalists tried to carry out interviews on a riot in

Hunan inmid-March, but were told by the police that the

regulations relaxing controls on foreign journalists’ report-

ing activities prior to the Olympics were only for “Olympic-

related stories.”The BBC teamwas then sent away. (BBC)

Web site apologizes for censorship
In mid-March, theWeb site Sina.com apologized to rights

defender Zan Aizong for removing his blog entries, and
allowed them to be republished. (RFA)

Premier’s remarks censored
In mid-March, Xinhua removed from itsWeb site com-

ments by PremierWen Jiabao about a book on Zhao

Ziyang published in Hong Kong.Wen was responding to a

question from a journalist during a press conference. A full

transcript of the remainder of Wen’s comments was pro-

vided on the XinhuaWeb site. (RFA)
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Editor imprisoned for ‘inciting subversion’
The Intermediate People’s Court in Ningbo, Zhejiang

Province onMarch 19 sentenced Zhang Jianhong (pen-

name Li Hong), former editor-in-chief of the Aiqinhai

(“Aegean Sea”)Web site, to six years’ imprisonment on

charges of inciting subversion through the publication of

anti-government essays. (Reuters)

Internet reports on “nail house” banned
In late March, China banned several Internet reports con-

cerning a household’s resistance to eviction in Chongqing.

In addition, aWeb site was ordered to pull reports on a

forced eviction that took place onMarch 27 and 28 in

Guangxi Province. (RFA)

Journalist takes local government to court
Sheng Xueyou, a Beijing-based journalist, took the Qitaihe
municipal Office of Law andOrder to court in what may be

the first defamation case against a local government agency.

The Office of Law andOrder had stated that Sheng lacked

journalistic ethics when he criticized an arbitration commit-

tee in Qitaihe over coal mine disputes. Sheng has demanded

an apology and compensationof 200,000 yuan. (CER,SCMP)

Documentary exhibition cancelled for film on
Cultural Revolution
A documentary exhibition, originally scheduled to start on

April 6 in Yunnan Province, was delayed indefinitely for

including a film about the Cultural Revolution. (RFA)

CCTV journalists beaten
Three CCTV journalists were beaten by unidentified thugs

in early April while trying to report on pollution caused by

a factory in Hebei Province. (RFA)

More French web sites blocked
After theWeb site of Observatoire International des Crises

(OIC) was blocked in late March, two other French web

sites, Dailymotion.fr and Canalblog.com, also became inac-

cessible in China in early April. (RFA)



sified their efforts in confiscating copies of a June 4th

poetry book. (RFA)

Forced abortions
Also in late April, victims of forced abortions in Guangxi

Province were warned not to talk to the media. (RFA)

Local TV station shut down
A television station created by a village committee in Xi’an,

Shaanxi Province, was shut down at the end of April

because it violated the Regulation on Broadcasting and

Television Administration, which stipulates that TV sta-

tions can only be created by people’s governments at the

city level or above. (RFA)

PETITIONS AND PROTESTS

Number of petitions drop: China
According to the Chinese authorities, the number of peti-

tions dropped by 15.5 percent in 2006 compared to 2005.

(EastDay)

Illegal “petitioners’ education center” in Shandong
It was reported in February that petitioners in Shandong

Province were being detained in a “petitioners’ education

center” in Yantai City, where they were held illegally and

subjected to regular physical and verbal abuse by education

center personnel. (HRIC)

Same-sex marriage demonstration in Beijing
On February 14 there was a demonstration in Beijing pro-

moting the legalization of same-sex marriage. It was

believed to be the first public protest for this cause in

China. (PinkNews)

Village representatives prosecuted over protests
Shenzhen authorities have taken measures against a num-

ber of residents for protesting the construction of the new

Shenzhen-Hong KongWestern Corridor. Since last Octo-

ber, about 500 villagers have been organizing protests at the

municipal government building against the construction,

“Expunge vulgarity”
The State Administration of Radio, Film and Television on

April 10 called for intensified efforts to “expunge vulgarity

from the airwaves” in order to “promote core socialist val-

ues and cultivate a harmonious cultural environment.” It

warned TV and radio stations against “vulgar and low-

taste” program content driven by viewer ratings. (SCMP)

New campaign to restrict illegal web activity
TheMinistry of Public Security (MPS), along with nine

other government departments, announced a new cam-

paign on April 12 to restrict the spread of pornography on

the Internet. In the next six months, the ministries plan to

crack down on distribution of pornographic materials and

the organization of cyber strip shows, and to purge theWeb

of sexually-explicit content. Illegal online lotteries and con-

traband trade will also be shut down. (XH)

Yahoo! sued
TheWorld Organization for Human Rights USA filed a

lawsuit against Yahoo! on April 18, on grounds that the

Internet company revealed information that assisted the

Chinese government in arresting political dissidents. The

organization wants Yahoo! to actively pursue the release of

those detained as a result of its actions. Plaintiffs include

Wang Xiaoning, who was sentenced to 10 years, and his

wife, Yu Ling.

Yahoo! has acknowledged turning over data on its users at

the request of the Chinese government, saying company

employees face civil and criminal sanctions if they ignore

local laws. The lawsuit, filed under the U.S. Alien Tort

Claims Act and the Torture Victims Protection Act, is

believed to be the first of its kind made against an Ameri-

can Internet company. (Times)

Editor demoted over sensitive cover story
Former executive editorMiao Wei of Sanlian LifeWeekly

confirmed on April 27 that he was demoted for publishing

a sensitive cover story on the Gang of Four. (RFA)

June 4th poetry book confiscated
In late April, Chinese officials were reported to have inten-
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planned as close as 90 meters from some of their homes.

The recent crackdown resulted in the indictment of a

dozen village representatives on charges of “disrupting

social order” or “organizing illegal demonstration.“ (RFA)

78-year-old petitioner sentenced
Seventy-eight-year-old petitioner Shuang Shuying was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment on February 26 for

“intentionally damaging property.”Her oldest son, who

attended the trial, was not convinced by the evidence pre-

sented by the prosecution regarding the damage she caused

to a passing vehicle and a computer monitor used by peti-

tioners. Shuang said she would appeal. Her second son was

arrested at the same time and is awaiting trial. (RFA)

Environmental protesters arrested
Ten Guangxi farmers who had participated in a protest in

January 2007 have been put under criminal detention for

committing the crime of “interfering with official duties”

before the Chinese NewYear. Three have since been

released, while the other seven reportedly received formal

arrest notifications from the Guangxi People’s Procura-

torate on January 19, 2007. About a hundred farmers

staged a protest against a local paper-making factory for

causing severe environmental pollution in the locality.

Elsewhere in Guangxi, some 2,000 villagers clashed with

police on April 16 during a protest over serious pollution

caused by an electroplating plant. The authorities used tear

gas to disperse the crowd. Six protesters were severely

injured and more than 10 arrested. According to the vil-

lagers, the amount of manganese in their river water is

30,000 times higher than acceptable standards. (RFA)

Roundup of petitioners ahead of/during NPC and
CPPCC sessions
Beijing authorities stepped up action against petitioners

ahead of the two sessions in late February and early March.

More than 500 petitioners were taken away on the night of

February 28, and petitioner Zhou Li said the local authori-
ties had offered her a free trip to Hainan Province if she

would not petition in Beijing during the meetings.Wit-

nesses said public security officers took away another 100

petitioners onMarch 7, while the NPC and CPPCC confer-
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ences were underway. Some longtime petitioners were

reportedly sent to reeducation-through-labor centers or

placed under administrative detention. (RFA)

TheMinistry of Public Security (MPS) onMarch 30 denied

ordering controls over petitioners in Beijing during the

NPC and CPPCC sessions. A newspaper reported on

March 16 that the MPS had issued an order stipulating that

local authorities would be fined 10,000 yuan for every peti-

tioner from their locality caught in Beijing. (Ming Pao)

Protests over bus fares
Protests erupted in Hunan Province after a local firm took

over bus routes in Zhushan Town and doubled the fares.

Complaints came initially from the parents of elementary

school children, who began protesting onMarch 9. They

were joined by others over the weekend, with the number

of protesters reportedly reaching 20,000. The protests

became violent onMarch 12 as 1,000 police in riot gear

clashed with demonstrators and vehicles were burned. One

person was reported killed, though this was denied by the

Xinhua News Agency. (BBC)

Villager dies in Guangdong land clash
It was reported onMarch 22 that one villager was beaten to

death and another was in critical condition after a conflict

between construction workers and residents of Guanzhou

Island in the Haizhu District of Guangzhou City.Villagers

were angered by the seizure of farmland to build an inter-

national biosphere as part of a controversial “College City”

project. Four people were later detained in connection with

the protest, including three villagers who had been beaten

and a village vice-head who had allegedly failed to control

the situation. (RFA)

Residents block railway tracks
OnMarch 22, residents of Guixi, Jiangxi Province, blocked

railway tracks for six hours to protest a government redis-

tricting plan that they feared could reduce social welfare

benefits. An estimated 200 people participated in the

protest, while several hundred more looked on. Provincial

police arrived on the scene to contain the protest, but there

were no reports of arrests or injuries. (AP)
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Newspaper urges officials to refrain from using force
to control protests
A state-owned newspaper,The Study Times, onMarch 22

urged government officials at all levels to refrain from

using force to control protests. The article stated that police

should only use force in cases where mass incidents have

violated laws and regulations, and the use of firearms

should be undertaken with caution. The article also

encouraged officials to make more effort to prevent mass

incidents from erupting. (XH)

Study shows worrying situation for petitioners
OnApril 5, it was reported that a survey by the Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) found that the situa-

tion of petitioners in Beijing remained serious. Seventy-

one percent of the respondents said they had been beaten,

and 64 percent had been detained.Moreover, 71 percent of

the respondents believed that persecution and violence by

local authorities against petitioners had increased after the

new petitioning regulation was passed in 2005. (NW,VOA)

Whereabouts of petitioner unknown after detention
The whereabouts of Jiangsu petitioner Su Jilan, placed
under criminal detention for 23 days betweenMarch and

April, remained unknown following her release. An official

told Su’s husband that she was attending an education class,

but did not tell him where the class was being held. (RFA)

Henan HIV/AIDS patients protest medical treatment
More than 300 people infected with HIV/AIDS from

Checheng County, Henan Province, petitioned the

Chengzhou government on April 11 over the insufficient

supply and poor quality of medicine they received from the

government.Most of the petitioners were infected with the

HIV virus after they donated blood at government-backed

blood-collecting stations in the 1990s. Another HIV/AIDS

patient, Sun Ailing, was beaten while trying to petition the
Henan Bureau for Letters and Petitions on April 5. She was

later warned not to continue attending AIDS-related gath-

erings, or her free drugs would stop. (RFA)

Vice-mayor detained in protest
Anhui workers held a vice-mayor in a factory during a

wage protest on April 16. (Ming Pao)

“Nail houses”
Throughout April, reports of private property owners

holding out against the government and major land devel-

opers flooded the Internet. In Chongqing, one well-known

“nail house,”where owners refused to leave despite massive

redevelopment in the area surrounding their property, was

finally demolished on April 2. On April 22, eviction peti-

tioners in Chengdu were threatened with arrest if they

spoke to Radio Free Asia, which officials described as an

“illegal media organization.” (RFA)

Shanghai petitioners detained
More than 200 Shanghai petitioners, includingMa Yalian,
Chen Enjuan, Sun Xicheng and Xi Guozhen, protested at
the offices of the official Party paper, Liberation Daily, on

April 11, claiming that an article published on April 9 pre-

sented a distorted picture of the plight of petitioners.More

than 100 police officers reportedly confronted the petition-

ers and forcibly loaded them into police vehicles, after

which they were taken to a secondary school in Shanghai’s

Huangpu District and held until evening. On the following

day, around 30 petitioners went to see district head Chen

Anjie during his regular public session for petitions, but no

one was willing to meet with them. They proceeded to the

district government office, where they were confronted by a

dozen police officers, and one petitioner,Chen Suqin, was
reportedly knocked unconscious. Chen was taken to a hos-

pital for treatment, but then taken away by police. Two

other petitioners,Zhang Hui and Liu Shan, were also
detained. (HRIC)

Chongqing “nail house” shortly before its demolition in April. Photo: Reuters



HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Harassed and abused
OnMarch 6, Fu Xiancai, a Three Gorges activist who was
left paralyzed after an attack last June, appealed to the

National People’s Congress (NPC) for redress. A police

investigation into Fu’s beating said the activist had inflicted

the injuries on himself, and local courts had thrown out the

case. (HRIC)

Hubei policemanWu Youming was dismissed onMarch 16
after he wrote an open letter detailing and criticizing the

tactics used to obstruct petitioners. (RFA)

Gao Yaojie, the 79-year-old doctor and AIDS activist, was
placed under house arrest on February 1 to stop her from

traveling to an awards ceremony in the United States. Her

apartment in Zhengzhou was surrounded by police, and

her phone lines were cut. After two weeks of detention in

her home and a barrage of international pressure through-

out the beginning of February, she was allowed to travel to

the U.S. to collect a human rights prize fromVital Voices

for her role in exposing and fighting the spread of

HIV/AIDS in rural central China in the 1990s.

While in the U.S., Gao found that her email account and

that of her son were being blocked in mid-March. An edi-

tor who had tried to publish Gao’s work was also fired.

During her visit, Gao said the number of illegal blood

banks has continued to rise in China, notwithstanding offi-

cial claims that they had been closed. (Reuters, RFA)

Environmental activist Sun Xiaodi went to Beijing in
March for treatment of a life-threatening tumor, and has

continued to face serious harassment. Since he was pre-

sented with the Nuclear-Free Future Award at the end of

2006, official harassment of Sun has intensified, including

constant surveillance, water supply shut-offs and vandal-

ism to his home.While Sun and his daughter were in Bei-

jing, his wife continued to receive threats and harassment

from unknown individuals. Sun’s family believes those

individuals were hired by local officials, who fear that Sun

has actually gone to Beijing to report further on abuses at

the No. 792 UraniumMine. (HRIC)

Shenzhen-based dissident Guo Yongfeng’s Internet access
was blocked on April 2 after he launched a signature cam-
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Protesters sentenced
Liu Dehuo, a protest organizer who had demanded com-
pensation for land seized by a local company, was sen-

tenced on April 13 to four years in prison in Nanhai

County, Guangdong Province. Six other protesters were

also sentenced on the same charges to prison terms ranging

from two years and six months to four years. (Reuters)

Suicide bombing over land dispute
Farmer Yue Xiaobao detonated explosives strapped to his
body as he approached officials from LishanVillage, Yun-

nan Province, on April 15.Village leaders had destroyed

Yue’s crop and forced him to plant tobacco.Yue and Lishan

village leader Ren Xuecai were killed immediately, while

nine others were expected to lose their eyesight, according

to the Beijing Times. (AFP)

Evictions continue for Olympic construction
Construction workers on April 20 began demolishing a

home belonging to a Beijing family that had held off evic-

tion for over five years. Angry neighbors protested the

demolition, while Li Xiuyun said her 80-year-old husband
and 20-year-old mentally-impaired son remained inside

the building. The family claims that a Beijing court ruled in

2003 that the developer—NewWorld China Land—had no

right to evict them because it had never presented them

with an eviction order or paid them compensation. Similar

incidents have become common across Beijing as part of a

building boom ahead of the 2008 Olympic Games. (AP)

Tibet protesters on Mount Everest
Five Tibet activists, including one Tibetan American, Tenzin
Dorjee, 27, staged a protest at the Tibet base camp of Mount
Everest on April 25. They were protesting the Beijing

Olympics, and specifically, Tibet as a stop on the route of

the Olympic Torch. Dorjee was taken into custody on April

25, along with Kristen Westby, Laurel Mac Sutherlin and
Shannon Service,while Jeff Friesenwas detained on April
26. Service told Associated Press that the detainees had been

deprived of sleep for over 30 hours, and of food and water

for over 14 hours, and that they had beenmenanced and

intimidated. The detainees were all released early on April

27, and transferred to Kathmandu,Nepal. (SFT)



tivist opposing China’s coercive family planning policy, was

allowed to visit her husband for 10 minutes on March 1, the

first such meeting since Chen was detained a year ago.

Chen’s lawyers were informed on March 20 that his request

to serve his sentence outside prison had been turned down,

holding that Chen’s blindness would not prevent him from

taking care of himself inside prison. (WP, RFA)

Yan Zhengxue was sentenced to three years in prison on
April 13 on charges of “incitement to subvert state power.”

Yan objected to his conviction but decided not to appeal

because he believes that China’s judicial system is ineffec-

tive. He is scheduled to complete his sentence on October

17, 2009. According to Chinese PEN, the crimes Yan was

accused of committing include: 1) being a secret member

of the China Democracy Party; 2) publishing articles on

foreignWeb sites; 3) fundraising for journalist Liu Binyan,

and 4) intervening in a land grab incident in Zhejiang.Yan

was detained on October 18, 2006, in Zhejiang Province,

and was reportedly interrogated under inhumane condi-

tions in March. (RFA, HRIC)

As of March 16, AIDS activists Zhu Longwei and Li Xige
had been under house arrest in Henan for nearly two

months. Zhu was placed under house arrest in mid-January

after being interviewed by a British journalist. Li Xige has

been under house arrest since early February and has not

been allowed to communicate with the outside world.

(RFA)

China Democracy Party member Zhu Yufu was released on
March 13 after 10 days of administrative detention. He

remained under surveillance following his release. (RFA)

OnMarch 23, the Cangzhou City Intermediate People’s

Court in Hebei Province upheld the original verdict for

Internet essayist Guo Qizhen, who was sentenced to four
years’ imprisonment and three years’ subsequent depriva-

tion of political rights for “inciting subversion of state

power.”Guo was tried on October 9, 2006, and found guilty

of subversion for posting more than 30 essays criticizing

the government. (RFA)

In early April, Beijing-based dissident Ren Wanding was
allowed to go to Hong Kong for a medical examination.

Ren said on April 10 that he would stay in Hong Kong for a

week for health checks and to meet with members of the

paign advocating political reforms in the Communist Party

leadership. (RFA)

Guangxi-based Yang Zaixin was hospitalized after being
beatenby thugs on April 8. He suspected the beating might

be related to his rights defense activities. (RFA)

Zhejiang-based China Democracy Party memberWu
Yuanming, called in to meet with officials from the Domes-
tic Security Protection Section on April 11, was struck by a

vehicle and suffered a broken leg. (RFA)

Jiangsu rights defender Shi Fukui was beaten by village
cadres in mid-April after he exposed the imposition of

excessive fines on violators of the one-child policy. (RFA)

Chinese authorities prevented five human rights lawyers

from participating in a conference organized in Hong Kong

by a “reactionary organization” on April 21. The event was

organized by the China Human Rights Lawyers Concern

Group and the Centre for Comparative and Public Law in

the Faculty of Law at the University of Hong Kong. (RFA)

Zou Tao, the initiator of the “Don’t Buy Apartments” cam-
paign, said in April that he was giving up his rights defense

work due to government pressure. (Ming Pao)

Hubei-based village representativeMa Quandou was
attacked by two unidentified knife-wielding thugs on April

23, three days after he revealed irregularities in the finances

of the village committee. (RFA)

Disappeared
Li Shuangling, a lawyer from the AnYuan law firm in Bei-
jing, was reported to have disappeared from his hotel in

Haizhu District just before a court hearing onMarch 25. Li

was helping residents of Guanzhou Island file lawsuits

against the government for being forcibly evicted to make

way for a biomedical industries park. His family has not

been notified of his whereabouts by officials, who are

required to give notification within three days if he has

been officially detained. (SCMP)

In detention
YuanWeijing, the wife of Chen Guangcheng, a blind ac-

14 | NEWS ROUNDUP



city’s democratic camp. Ren was detained in 1979 and

spent four years in prison for his role in the Democracy

Wall movement. He served another seven years following

the 1989 Democracy Movement. Alleged 1989 Democracy

Movement “black hand”Chen Ziming was also allowed to
visit Hong Kong around the same time. (Guardian)

Rights defense lawyer Gao Zhisheng and his family disap-
peared from their Beijing home onApril 14, a week after Gao

revealed the circumstances behind his suspended sentence in

a phone call recorded and released publicly by rights activist

Hu Jia onApril 6.Hu himself was placed under house arrest
onApril 10. Gao Zhisheng told Hu Jia that the confession

that led to his conviction on sedition charges last year had

beenmade under torture and that the well-being of his wife

and children was also threatened. (NYT)

Environmental activistWu Lihong was taken away by
police on April 13 and subsequently arrested on charges of

blackmail.Wu has been campaigning for years against the

pollution of Taihu Lake, which is a major source of drink-

ing water for residents of the border area between Jiangsu

and Zhejiang provinces. As of April 30,Wu’s lawyer had

been barred frommeeting with him. (AFP)

Zhejiang police formally placed dissident Zhu Yufu and his
son under criminal detention on April 18 on allegations of

“interfering with official duties.”According to Zhu’s wife,

her son was beaten and taken away because he refused to let

the police enter his home to check if his dissident friend Hu
Junxiong was there, and ZhuYufu was detained when he
tried to help his son. Hu Junxiong, who had been dismissed

from his job with an IT company on April 12, was placed

under house arrest on April 18 for helping Zhu bypass the

government’s Internet block. (RFA)

A State Council cadre said on April 25 that the Pan-Blue

Alliance was an illegal organization.More than 10 of its

members were placed under house arrest, and Cai Aimin
and two others were placed under administrative detention

for two weeks for trying to welcome Taiwanese politician

Lien Chan during his trip to mainland China. Other mem-

bers were also harassed. In March, he was sent on a “forced

vacation”with official escorts so that he would not petition

during the NPC and CPPCC sessions. (Ming Pao, RFA)
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Imprisonment
Guangzhou prison authorities refused to allow the wife of

jailed journalist Ching Cheong to have a holiday meal with
him on February 14. Authorities said Mary Lau would have

to wait until March at the earliest to see him. Ching Cheong

has not been allowed to see his wife since he was detained

in southern China in April 2005. Lau had applied to have

the traditional meal with her husband before the Lunar

NewYear, but after she was refused, prison officials allowed

her a half-hour visit with Ching on February 16. Lau told

Hong Kong’s Commercial Radio that her husband’s health

was deteriorating in prison, that he is very thin and has

constant abdominal pain. (AM, RFA)

Shanghai petitioner Xu Zhengqing has been beaten in
prison and subjected to generally abusive conditions since

being sentenced in October 2005 to three years in prison on

charges of “disrupting public order.”Xu was initially held in

Shanghai’s Putuo District Detention Center, but on Febru-

ary 22, 2006 was transferred to Tilanqiao Prison. Xu told

his family during a prison visit in February that he had

been subjected to a range of physical abuses because he

refused to admit wrongdoing or wear a prison uniform. Xu

said that he was once placed in restraints used for psychi-

atric patients for three days and two nights. He was being

held in a cell with two prisoners sentenced to life imprison-

ment, who had reportedly been instructed to watch his

every move. Xu’s family visits and telephone conversations

are monitored by prison guards, and if he brings up what

the guards consider a sensitive subject, the visit or phone

call is abruptly terminated. (HRIC)

Trial developments
Hong Yunzhou, Zhou Zhirong and Tan Guotai were sen-
tenced to more than a year in prison on April 9 on charges

of “gathering crowds to disturb public order” in Hebei

Province. They had held a kneeling protest against the

rights violations caused by the Three Gorges construction

last September. The lawyer of the trio said they were pre-

pared to appeal. (RFA)

Seven Guangdong protesters were convicted on extortion

charges on April 10 and sentenced to prison terms of two-

and-a-half to four years. The villagers argued that money

paid to them by a developer was actually compensation for

illegal land grabs. (RFA)



seas organizations. Liu said he was poorly treated in prison

and was not given proper medical treatment for his heart

disease, diabetes and high blood pressure. His request for

release on medical parole had been denied. (RFA)

The former editor and director of the Southern Metropoli-

tan Daily, Li Minying, has been released three years before
the end of his six-year sentence, and has returned to his

home in Guangdong Province. Li was one of three Southern

Metropolitan executives detained in 2004 after the newspa-

per reported on the beating death of a young college gradu-

ate in detention. (IHT)

Zhejiang-based activist Lin Bingzhang, accused of tax eva-
sion, was released on bail in early April after three months

of detention. He said the accusations were trumped up as

retaliation for his rights defense work. (RFA)

Sichuan rights defender Xu Yuanzheng was released three
months early on April 18 for “good behavior in prison.”Xu

had been sentenced to four years in prison for “gathering

crowds to disrupt social order” after he led tens of thou-

sands of farmers in a protest against the construction of a

hydroelectric plant. (RFA)

Political activist Yang Jianli, a U.S. permanent resident, was
released from a Beijing prison on April 27 after serving a

five-year sentence for spying and illegally entering China.

He was detained in April 2002 while entering the mainland

with a friend’s passport after Beijing refused to renew his

own due to his involvement in the 1989 Democracy Move-

ment. According to his lawyer, Yang is still being deprived

of his political rights and has no freedom of speech. (RFA)

LABOR

2006 numbers for mine accidents
Officials reported that a total of 4,746 Chinese coal miners

were killed in gas blasts, floods and other accidents in 2006

as mine owners pushed production beyond safety limits to

meet robust demand and increase profits. A total of 661

miners were killed in the first three months of 2007, a

decrease of 15.6 percent from last year; however, in Henan

Province, 89 people have been killed in 11 colliery accidents

since the beginning of 2007,more than double the number

of fatalities over the same period in 2006. (XH)

Mao Hengfeng, an activist against China’s one-child pol-
icy, was denied her appeal against a two-and-a-half-year

sentence for “intentionally destroying property” following a

10-minute session on April 16 at which only her judgment

was read. Neither Mao nor her lawyer was permitted to

present any argument or evidence. (HRIC)

Ablikim Abdureyim, the son of prominent Uyghur human
rights defender Rebiya Kadeer, was convicted on April 17 of

“instigating and engaging in secessionist activities” and

sentenced to nine years imprisonment and three years dep-

rivation of political rights by the Urumqi Municipal Inter-

mediate People’s Court. (HRIC, UHRP)

The Urumqi Intermediate People’s Court in Xinjiang

Province sentenced Canadian Uyghur rights activist

Huseyin Celil to life in prison on April 19 for “taking part
in terrorist activities and plotting to split the country,”

according to a Xinhua report. Chinese officials have not

permitted Canada consular access to Celil, or visits by his

family or the Red Cross. (IHT, Journal Cretienne)

Environmentalist Zeng Jianyu lost his appeal against his
fraud conviction and was sentenced to two years imprison-

ment by the Luzhou Intermediate People’s Court on April

23. Zeng’s sister argued that the real reason for his convic-

tion was his reports on land grabs and pollution, which had

drawn wide public concern. (RFA)

The Guangzhou PSB referred rights defender Guo
Feixiong’s case to Guangzhou’s Tianhe District Procura-
torate, but the case was sent back on January 19 for supple-

mental investigation. On January 20, the case was

transferred to the authorities in Liaoning Province. The

case was referred again to the Tianhe District Procuratorate

on February 17, but the procuratorate sent it back once

more to the GuangzhouMunicipal PSB onMarch 1 for

another round of supplemental investigation. Guo was for-

mally indicted onMay 15, the last day on which a prosecu-

tion could be initiated against him. (HRIC)

Released
Zhejiang house church leader Liu Fenggang was released
on February 4 and returned to his Beijing home on Febru-

ary 6. He had been sentenced to three years’ imprisonment

on charges of gathering and providing state secrets to over-
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Penalties for coal mine safety accidents
OnMarch 1, China’s Supreme People’s Court (SPC) and

Supreme People’s Procuratorate co-issued a legal interpre-

tation on penalties for coal mine safety accidents. Coal

mine operators will be sentenced to up to three years in

prison if illegal production leads to accidents with more

than one fatality or three injuries, or causing economic

losses of more than one million yuan (about $128,000).

They will face imprisonment of up to seven years for casu-

alties exceeding three dead or 10 injured, or economic

losses of more than three million yuan. (XH)

The State Administration of Work Safety (SAWS) reported

onMarch 5 that 4,000 inefficient and dangerous coal mines

will be shut down in 2007. Two thousand mines have

already been closed this year. (Reuters)

Draft regulation regarding workplace safety
A draft regulation concerning the handling of workplace

accidents was discussed and ratified in principle by the

executive session of the State Council on March 28. The

meeting stated that production safety is of key importance

to people’s lives and property, and to the reform, develop-

ment and stability of the country. Government officials

were called on to put safety first and take preventative

measures to ensure safety in production. Strict investiga-

tion of accidents was also urged, and officials were

instructed to report accidents quickly and accurately, with

no delays, false reports or cover-ups. (XH)

New crackdown on accident cover-ups
Officials noted a series of cover-ups of fatal accidents in

March, and on April 17 launched a new crackdown on

cover-ups and dishonest reports of colliery accidents filed

by mine owners. The State Council called for harsher pun-

ishments for those who cover up or make dishonest reports

of accidents and attempt to escape responsibility, and the

SAWS vowed to join with public security departments to

bring those responsible to justice. (Reuters, XH)

Disciplined
The owner and manager of the Xing’an Coal Mine in

Henan Province were arrested with four others for trying to

conceal deaths in an explosion. Four officials were also dis-
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missed. Seven deaths were originally reported to newspa-

pers, while the mine owner ordered miners to seal the shaft

to cover evidence of 17 deaths. (AP)

On February 27, the Datong People’s Court in Shanxi

Province sentenced a coal mine boss to 16 years in prison

for trying to cover up the death toll of a mine in Zuoyun

County that flooded onMay 18, 2006, killing 56 people.

The coal mine boss, Li Fuyuan, reported a death toll of five

to the authorities and bribed officials. (Reuters)

Ten people held responsible for a gas blast accident that

killed 15 miners were arrested in Hunan Province on

March 28. (XH)

Another 10 people, including a sight supervisor, were de-

tained at the end of March following the collapse of a sub-

way tunnel under construction in Beijing. The accident,

which occurred on March 28, trapped six workers, but the

construction company, China Railway 12th Bureau Group

Co., failed to report the accident and instructed employees

not to talk to the media or police. Municipal authorities

only learned of the collapse eight hours later. All six

trapped workers were eventually found dead. (XH)

By April 4, the Standing Committee of the National Peo-

ple’s Congress (NPC) had received a total of 4,713 sugges-

tions via Internet and mail following its announcement on

March 25 welcoming members of the public to comment

on the draft employment promotion law. Discrimination

was one of the issues of most concern. (XH)

Chinese State Councilor Chen Zhili called for more inno-

vative efforts to improve energy efficiency and work safety

in China on April 12. After an inspection tour of Shanxi

Province, she urged local officials to replace outdated pro-

duction facilities with more modern ones and to train

more high-skilled staff. (XH)

It was reported in April that China’s legislators are consid-

ering special protection for female workers in the draft

labor contract law. About 50.2 percent of female migrant

workers have no labor contracts, compared with 40.2 per-

cent of men. Twenty-one percent of migrant women were

fired after they became pregnant or had a child. (XH)

On April 24, a mid-level manager with Qinghe Special Steel



reported last year by Chinese courts was the lowest in more

than 10 years.

In a joint statement released March 11, the Supreme Peo-

ples’ Court, the Ministry of Public Security and the Min-

istry of Justice have called for a reduction in the number of

death sentences. The statement says China cannot abolish

the death penalty, but should “gradually reduce its applica-

tion.” It also says that if there is any question about whether

the death penalty is appropriate in a given case, a person

“should without exception not be killed.” (AI, XH,VOA)

A new regulation that took effect on February 28 will

require China’s Supreme People’s Court (SPC) to send

cases involving death sentences back to provincial courts

for retrial if it finds errors in judgment. In the past, the SPC

would simply overturn the sentence.

For details of death sentences and executions reported in

the press, see the Monthly Briefs posted on HRIC’sWeb

site: www.hric.org.
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Corporation in Liaoning Province was detained over a

breach of safety regulations blamed for a molten steel spill

on April 18 that killed 32 workers. Investigators found the

ceiling-mounted workshop crane used to move ladles of

molten metal was not up to the standards required under

work safety provisions, and that managers had ignored

work safety precautions by holding a meeting too close to

the pouring site. (SCMP)

A coal mine boss,Wang Jianjun, was sentenced to life

imprisonment and fined one million yuan on April 27 for a

gas explosion in Shanxi Province that killed 21 miners on

March 18.Wang allegedly failed to report to the local work

safety administration and tried to conceal the accident by

sending victims’ family members to Henan Province and

offering them hush money. Wang also denied inspectors

access to the site and delayed rescue work for 44 hours. The

mine had been operating in violation of an order to cease

operation in January 2006. Twenty-one others held respon-

sible for the accident, including the contractor, the district

work safety inspector and the official in charge of monitor-

ing gas density, received jail sentences ranging from 18

months to 20 years in a ruling by the Jincheng City Inter-

mediate People’s Court. (XH)

The Deputy Director of the State Administration of Work

Safety (SAWS),Wang Xianzheng, said on April 28 that the

Chinese government will increasingly cooperate with inter-

national organizations to help improve its occupational

health and safety standards. (XH)

For details of industrial accidents reported in the media,

see the Monthly Briefs posted on HRIC’sWeb site: www.

hrichina.org

DEATH PENALTY

2006 execution numbers released
Amnesty International said in its annual report that China

executed an estimated 1,010 people in 2006. Xinhua News

Agency reported that the number of death sentences
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