
MASS PROTEST IN HONG KONG

An estimated 500,000 people took part in

a protest against proposed anti-subversion

legislation in Hong Kong on July 1. The bill

was introduced under requirements by the

PRC government under Article 23 of Hong

Kong’s Basic Law to legislate against 

subversion, sedition and treason. The Civil

Human Rights Front (CHRF), a coalition 

of NGOs, religious organizations and com-

munity groups in Hong Kong, organized the

July 1 protest. A legislative vote on the bill

scheduled for July 9 was postponed after

50,000 people rallied for a second time in

front of the Legislative Council building.

Days later, on July 14, 20,000 people gath-

ered for a peace vigil calling for electoral

reform. Protesters and pro-democracy leg-

islators are demanding that Hong Kong’s

Chief Executive, Tung Chee-hwa, set a

timetable for the enactment of universal

suffrage in the region. (AP, BBC, SCMP)

The anti-subversion law protests, the

largest since those following the June 4th

Massacre 14 years ago, plunged the SAR

administration into its worst political crisis

since the handover to Chinese rule in 1997.

Twenty-three of Hong Kong’s 60 legislators

firmly oppose the bill, even after the intro-

duction of 51 amendments and three con-

cessions following the July 1 protest. Emily

Lau and Martin Lee took the lead among

opposition voices calling for a white bill on

the legislation. Post-rally public opinion

polls showed that 12 of the top 14 officials

in the SAR government had crisis-level

approval ratings, in particular Chief Execu-

tive Tung. The PRC government gave Tung a

vote of confidence and attempted to rally

supporters by scheduling a visit to Beijing

by 100 pro-Beijing Hong Kong figures in

August and September. (AP, CNN, SCMP)

In the meantime, two members of

Tung’s cabinet succumbed to public pres-

sure. Secretary for Security Regina Ip and

Financial Secretary Antony Leung both

resigned in late July and were replaced by

former anti-graft agency head Ambrose Lee

and Secretary for Commerce, Industry and

Technology, Henry Tang. The anti-subver-

sion bill has been temporarily shelved

pending negotiations between the SAR gov-

ernment and opposition lawmakers over

key issues such as a timetable for electoral

reform. (SCMP)

On August 18 the Hong Kong edition of

the China Daily published an article excori-

ating two Article 23 opponents, Emily Lau

and James To, for their recent attendance

at a conference in Taiwan focusing on Hong

Kong’s One Country, Two Systems concept.

Accusing the legislators of advocating inde-

pendence for Hong Kong and Taiwan, the

article suggested that "the national security

law must be enacted, and it must be done

as soon as possible." (CD)

AFTERMATH OF SARS CRISIS

The SARS crisis in mainland China, Taiwan

and Hong Kong fell below epidemic levels

in August after an outbreak that infected

more than 8,400 people and killed more

than 800 people worldwide since

November 2002. In China alone, more than

5,000 people were infected and 349 died.

The World Health Organization (WHO)

declared the SARS outbreak officially con-

tained on July 11, shortly after it lifted travel

warnings for Hong Kong on June 23, China

on June 24 and Taiwan on July 5. According

to Beijing officials, new cases of the respi-

ratory virus fell drastically between mid-

April and June. The final 12 known cases

recovered in a Beijing hospital in late July

and the last known death was reported at

the same time. The official media reported

that President Hu Jintao declared "victory"

over the disease on July 29, one day after

the last death was confirmed. The rapid

decline of SARS cases in China initially

made the WHO skeptical of official statis-

tics. The organization voiced concern that

China’s use of certain standards and 

definitions were often inconsistent with

internationally recognized equivalents. (AFP,

AP, IPS) 

The PRC government had taken dracon-

ian measures to quarantine more than

30,000 people after efforts to conceal the

outbreak failed. In June, the government

announced that the National People’s

Congress (NPC) was in the process of draft-

ing an amendment to a 1989 law on the

prevention and treatment of infectious 

diseases, including more specific meas-

ures than under the current law, and the

elimination of legal loopholes revealed by

the SARS epidemic. The NPC hopes to

pass the amendment into law by the end of

this year. A second amendment is being

proposed to a law on the protection of wild

animals, out of concern that the SARS 

disease was spread to humans from caged

exotic animals such as the civet cat in

Southern China’s outdoor markets. (AFP, AP)

Remaining concerns about SARS focus

on whether it is a seasonal disease that

will recur with cooler weather. The WHO,

which is currently researching the origin of

the disease, has advised people to exer-

cise caution until more information is avail-

able. In the meantime, the Guangdong

Forestry Administration and Customs

Committee in August lifted its ban on the

sale of certain types of wildlife, including

the civet cat. (WHO, AP)
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The ultimate cost of the SARS crisis is

still being calculated. The tourism industry

was hit hard, especially in Beijing, with for-

eign tourism down 91 percent and domes-

tic tourism down 47.8 percent. But the eco-

nomic report for the first half of the year

indicated that the loss of revenue was not

catastrophic to China’s economy because

investment in the manufacturing industry

rose considerably during the same period,

with economic growth nationwide soaring 8

percent and Beijing’s growth up 9.6 percent.

Outside of the industrial cities, however,

the negative impact of SARS was more

severe. Most seriously hurt by the SARS

outbreak were China’s eight to ten million

rural migrants who lost their jobs in major

cities and returned to their rural communi-

ties in search of work. The sudden return of

jobless migrants was a major factor in the

3.3 percent drop in cash incomes in rural

areas in the second quarter of 2003. (DJ)

INTERNET AND MEDIA CENSORSHIP

More than 400 Beijing Internet café shut

down in late April during the panic over

SARS have not yet been notified when they

will be allowed to reopen. The vendors were

told that their establishments would be

checked for proper ventilation and seating

capacity, but many small business owners

have reported that their café have been

closed for months without these checks

being carried out. Meanwhile, in early June

the government announced that larger

Internet café chains would be encouraged

throughout the country. Ten companies,

some with state financial backing, had

already been given the go ahead at the

time of the announcement. Some smaller

Internet café operators have accused the

government of taking advantage of the

SARS situation to force them out of the

industry and tighten control over access to

information on sensitive issues such as

the Falungong and the June 4th Massacre.

(SCMP, Reuters, BBC, Straits Times) 

Meanwhile, more direct official suppres-

sion of free expression on the Internet con-

tinued. On June 13 public security officials

detained Luo Yongzhong, 36, at his apart-

ment in the northeastern city of Changchun,

Jilin Province. Luo had published more than

150 articles online on topics such as the

plight of the disabled and the need for con-

stitutional reform. It is unclear whether Luo

has been charged with a crime, and a

spokesperson from the Jilin Provincial

National Security Department denied that

Luo had been detained. (HRIC)

Despite the government’s attempts to

tighten control over Web site content, the

demand for online information continued to

rise. Internet use in China increased 15

percent to 68 million users, and the num-

ber of new Web sites launched in the last

six months was up 28 percent. The

increase was largely attributed to people’s

fear of circulating in public places during

the height of the SARS epidemic, as well as

a desire for factual SARS updates from for-

eign media Web sites. 

Coupled with increased censorship of

the Internet, the PRC government took

measures to restrict the emerging Short-

Message Service sector of the telecommu-

nications industry. In late July, the local

Liaoning City government made senders 

of "insulting, sexual or fabricated" text

messages subject to criminal prosecution.

With 234.5 million mobile phone users in

China, this growing industry is the latest to

attract intense official scrutiny.  (AFP, BBC,

Reuters, SCMP)

The more traditional state-run media

enjoyed a temporary period of increased

autonomy and freedom to report on sensi-

tive topics after the failed attempt to cover

up the SARS outbreak drew international

outrage. At the urging of the government,

many publications reported on the spread

of SARS, labor abuse and corruption through-

out the spring. However, in mid-June there

was a backlash when the daily newspaper

Beijing Xinbao was shut down after it pub-

lished an article mocking the NPC. The June

20 issue of Caijing magazine was also re-

moved from newsstands, apparently be-

cause of its report on the property develop-

ment scandal in Shanghai. (Business Week)

SUPPRESSION OF DISSENT

The 14th anniversary of the June 4th

Massacre brought increased surveillance

and detentions of individuals and groups

deemed subversive by the PRC government.

Dissident and democracy supporter Lin Mu

and Jia Jianying, the wife of detained 

dissident He Depu, both received warnings

from local authorities, and former Zhao

Ziyang aide Bao Tong and Tiananmen

Mothers (TM) founder Ding Zilin were

closely monitored by police. Controversial

Web sites, such as the Bumei Zhiye site

that has expressed support for detained

Internet activist Liu Di, were blocked on the

anniversary. Bumei Zhiye had also been

blocked around the time of the 16th Party

Congress and the tenth NPC, although no

allegations of wrongdoing were made on

any of those occasions. (HRIC) 

Public protests and petitions were

organized both on the mainland and in Hong

Kong around the time of the anniversary. In

Hong Kong, the Tiananmen Mothers Cam-

paign joined with other groups in a week-

long commemoration of those who were

killed or wounded in the brutal crackdown.

To coincide with these activities the group

submitted two open letters addressed to

the PRC’s new leadership and the Supreme

People’s Procuratorate. The letters, signed

by 117 people, demanded an investigation

into the June 4th events, an official

reassessment, and acknowledgement of

accountability by those in the government

responsible for the massacre. 

Unrelated protests were also held in

Shanghai around the same time by 100

residents endeavoring to petition officials

in Beijing regarding Shanghai’s urban re-

newal program. The delegation of displaced

residents was barred from boarding their

train in Shanghai, and most were escorted

from the station in police vehicles. This fol-

lowed tight police surveillance of more than

500 families who have been protesting

urban relocation over the last few months. 

Zheng Enchong, 53, a lawyer who had

been assisting Shanghai residents fighting

redevelopment in their neighborhoods, was

detained on June 6 and formally arrested

on charges of stealing state secrets on

June 18. In July Zheng’s wife, Jiang Meili,

sent an open letter to President Hu Jintao

and Premier Wen Jiabao alleging a frame-

up and requesting that Zheng’s case be

handled by the central authorities. The

Geneva-based International Commission of

Jurists also wrote to China’s top officials

condemning Zheng’s arbitrary arrest and

calling for his release. Zheng was tried

behing closed doors on August 28, but no

verdict has yet been announced. 

Zheng was involved in a particularly

high-profile lawsuit filed by residents

against the municipality’s Jing’an District

Property Development Bureau, alleging that

the municipality colluded with Zhou

Zhengyi, a wealthy property developer from

Hong Kong, to sell the downtown property

 



in return for kickbacks and bribes. The

municipal government subsequently filed

charges against Zhou, although denying

any connection to the residents’ lawsuit.

On August 20 a Shanghai district court

rejected residents' legal claims against

Zhou Zhengyi and instructed residents to

negotiate with the authorities for greater

compensation in return for being evicted

from their homes. To date no senior offi-

cials have been publicly implicated in the

scandal. (HRIC, FT)

Political dissident Zhao Changqing, 36,

was sentenced on August 4 to five years

imprisonment by the Xi’an Intermediate

People’s Court after a secret trial on July

10. Zhao was charged with incitement to

subvert state power on July 25 as a result

of signing an open letter to China’s 16th

Party Congress calling for reform. Zhao,

who studied history at Shaanxi Normal

University, participated in the 1989 democ-

racy movement and was arrested and

imprisoned for half a year after June 4. He

served another three years in prison after a

failed bid for election as a local people’s

representative In 1997. Following his

release in March 2001 Zhang lost his job

as a middle school teacher but continued

to promote human rights and democratic

reform. Zhao was already suffering from

tuberculosis prior to his latest arrest, and

his condition has deteriorated in custody.

Yang Jianli, 40, a Chinese-born perma-

nent resident of the U.S. who formed his

own human rights organization, was tried in

the Beijing No.2 Intermediate Court on

August 4 after 17 months in the Beijing

Public Security Detention Center. Yang was

charged with illegal entry and espionage

after he used a friend’s passport to enter

China to investigate widespread labor

protests in April 2002. The case has

attracted considerable attention in the

United States, where Yang attended col-

lege and where Yang’s wife, Christina Fu,

and their two young children are citizens.

The Bush administration has repeatedly

raised Yang's case with Chinese officials,

and both the U.S. House of Representatives

and the Senate unanimously passed resolu-

tions urging his release. The UN Working

Group on Arbitrary Detention also called for

Yang’s release after determining that

Yang’s detention was in violation of interna-

tional human rights standards. Yang’s wife

was denied a Chinese visa to attend the

trial, from which the foreign press was also

barred. According to Yang’s lawyer, Mo

Shaoping, the trial lasted three hours and a

verdict is expected in September.

(Washington Post)

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary

Detention also censured as arbitrary the

detention of another U.S.-based democracy

activist, Wang Bingzhang, who in February

was sentenced to life in prison by the

Intermediate People’s Court of Shenzhen.

Chinese police apprehended Wang along

with Yue Wu and Zhang Qi on the

Vietnamese border in June 2002, and

Wang was later convicted of espionage and

terrorism. (Free China Movement)

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Tserang Dondrup and Tashi Phuntsog, two

Tibetans associated with activist monk

Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche, were released

from Chinese custody in the Ganzi Tibet

Autonomous Prefecture (TAP) of Sichuan

Province in July. Tserang Dondrup, in his

late 60’s, is a Tibetan village leader who

organized a 20,000-signature petition on

behalf of activists Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche

and Lobsang Dondrup. He was released on

July 11 after spending one year in custody

for "cheating the people" and "misguiding

them" into supporting Tenzin Deleg

Rinpoche. Tashi Phuntsog, 40, a discipli-

nary master of Kham Nalendar Thegchen

Jangchub Choeling monastery in Nyagchu,

was involved in collecting approximately

40,000 signatures for a petition defending

Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche in early 2001. He

was released on July 28, 2003. 

Both men were arrested in April 2002

during a crackdown against alleged sepa-

ratist activity headed by Tenzin Deleg

Rinpoche, who was detained following

three bomb explosions in Ganzi. In

December 2002 Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche

was sentenced to death, suspended for

two years, while Lobsang Dondrup, a follow-

er tried with him, was executed in January.

In August two other Tibetans received

sentence reductions from their prison

terms at TAR No.1 Prison in Lhasa.

Jamphel Jangchub, 47, had his 19-year

sentence reduced by three years, making

his scheduled release date April 7, 2005.

Ngawang Oezer, 39, received a two-year

reduction of his 17-year sentence and is

now due for release on April 18, 2004. 

The two were part of the "Group of Ten"

alliance of Drepung monks who in 1988

used carved wooden blocks to print copies

of teachings by the Dalai Lama, a new con-

stitution for a democratic Tibet and the

United Nations Universal Declaration of

Human Rights. In April 1989, police

detained Jamphel Jangchub and Ngawang

Oezer along with three other monks sus-

pected of being the group's organizers, and

other group members were detained in July

1989. Following a closed trial on 30

November 1989 the five leaders received

sentences of 17-19 years, with other group

members sentenced from five to nine years

on charges of subversion and counterrevo-

lutionary activity. One of the alleged lead-

ers, Jamphel Khedrub, died in the prison

clinic in July 1996. (TIN)

In the same month that the Tibetan

activists were released, police in Baoding,

Hebei Province, detained five clergy mem-

bers of an underground Roman Catholic

church, Kang Fuliang, Chen Guozhen, Pang

Guangzhao, Joseph Yin and Li Shujun. The

five were arrested on July 1 while on their

way to visit Reverend Lu Genjun after his

release from a labor camp. No charges

have been made public against the five,

and Baoding authorities refused to divulge

any information about the case. Lu Genjun,

40, was arrested in March 2001 on

charges of illegal assembly and creating a

social disturbance while carrying out reli-

gious activities outside of the government

sanctioned Patriotic Catholic Church. He

was sentenced to three years of

Reeducation Through Labor in April 2001. 

On June 16 another Roman Catholic

priest, Father Bosco Lu Xiaozhou, was

arrested while ministering to a dying parish-

ioner in Wenzhou, Zhejiang. (AP, CKF) 

Similarly, 12 members of an unautho-

rized Protestant house church in Yunnan

Province were arrested on June 6 in Guna

Town, Funing County. Eight of the members,

including Wang Qiyou, were charged with

engaging in feudalistic superstition on June

13, while four others were placed under

administrative detention for 15 days. No

trial date has been set. (HRIC)

AIDS VILLAGE RAID

In mid-June, about 200 AIDS-stricken resi-

dents of Xiongqiao Village in Henan

Province assembled in front of a govern-

ment building in nearby Wulong to demon-

strate for better healthcare for people with
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HIV/AIDS. Most of the protesters had con-

tracted the AIDS virus in Henan Province in

the late 1990’s from an unsanitary blood-

buying program. A few days after the citi-

zens’ protest, on the night of June 21 an

estimated 500-600 police and hired thugs

stormed into Xiongqiao, looted the village

and assaulted residents at random.

Thirteen villagers were arrested and five

were injured in the police raid. (AP)

Dissatisfaction with the healthcare sys-

tem is expected to worsen as China’s AIDS

population increases from the officially rec-

ognized one million cases this year to a UN

estimate of 10 million cases by the end of

the decade. A World Bank report issued in

late July reiterated the UN’s findings and

stated that one in five new AIDS cases

occur in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In an effort to repair the fledgling

healthcare system and curb the spread of

infectious disease such as AIDS and

SARS, the central government allocated

$460 million for a healthcare overhaul in

the next two years. The majority of the

money is set to be spent on medical equip-

ment and new hospitals, although the gov-

ernment did not address if and when fund-

ing would be available to alleviate the high

cost of healthcare for people with

HIV/AIDS. Meanwhile, the government lift-

ed its ban on marriages between HIV-posi-

tive individuals, eliminating eight years of

institutionalized discrimination against

people with HIV/AIDS. In early August an

HIV-positive couple in Sichuan Province

was the first to be married under the new

law. (AFP, Asia Times, BBC, SCMP)

LEGAL REFORM

In a campaign to improve policing and crack

down on "corruption culture," Public Se-

curity Minister Zhou Yongkang urged police

nationwide to eliminate arrest quotas as 

a performance standard and to respect

human rights. Some police agencies

responded to the call by sacking police offi-

cers. In Guangdong, 40 officers were fired

because they failed a criminal law and pro-

cedures exam. In Beijing, 11 police chiefs

were sacked for "abusing power, misbehav-

ing and failing to follow procedures." Some

penal and legal reforms were also initiated

with the announcement in late July that

community service would replace imprison-

ment for some types of crimes. 

Also in July, Vice Public Security

Minister Bai Jingfu introduced 30 new

measures geared towards relaxing resi-

dence, traffic and visa regulations. The reg-

ulations, framed as an effort to "adopt a

fair attitude" towards migrant workers, indi-

cated some progress in official recognition

of migrant rights, but 17 of the new meas-

ures were merely traffic related. This came

on the heels of a UN announcement on July

1 that Concerned States had entered into

force the UN Migrants Rights Convention,

asserting rights for migrants worldwide.

(ABC News, BBC, PD, Migrant Rights

International, SCMP) 

Two court cases indicated progress in

the area of women’s rights. In July it was

reported that the first-ever sexual harass-

ment case in Beijing was brought to court

in March by Lei Reman, 25, against her for-

mer workplace manager. Lei is currently

awaiting the verdict in her case. In another

groundbreaking case in Wuhan in June, a

schoolteacher won a lawsuit alleging that

her boss had harassed her for more than a

year. Historically, plaintiffs have had a diffi-

cult time winning sexual harassment cases

in China due to lack of concrete evidence

and a social taboo against causing trouble.

The schoolteacher’s victory was hailed by

many in China as a warning to men who

take advantage of women in the workplace

and an inspiration for other women in her

situation. (BBC, PD, SCMP, Xinhua)

Protection of children also advanced in

August with the issuing of a new directive

by the Supreme People’s Court and the

Supreme People’s Procuratorate increasing

penalties against employers who break

child labor laws. Employers who hire chil-

dren for physically strenuous or dangerous

work may now be sentenced to up to seven

years in jail. Under Chinese law, children

under the age of 16 are not allowed full-

time employment, but the law is believed to

be widely abused, and past violations have

typically been punished with fines or the

cancellation of business licenses. (CD, AFP)

On June 28 the Standing Committee of

the NPC passed new legislation regarding

the issuing of identity cards to citizens and

residents of the PRC. The NPC had late last

year begun reviewing revisions to the 1985

Resident ID Card regulations under which

China established its ID card system. The

new legislation, to be implemented on

January 1, 2004, extends issuance of ID

cards to minors under the age of 16, as

well as to non-citizen residents. The new ID

card will employ an integrated circuit to

reduce forgery and speed processing by

police. Also in development is a bar-code

system containing the bearer’s genetic

information that is expected to make identi-

fication "virtually foolproof." (PD, DJ)

THREE GORGES DAM PROJECT 

The gates of the controversial Three

Gorges Dam project closed at midnight on

May 31, raising water 135 meters above

the original level. The 135-meter mark was

supposed to be reached on June 15, but

water rose beyond that point as early as

June 10, displacing more residents than

originally anticipated. An obstacle arose in

late June when in a rare admission of prob-

lems, dam inspectors said they had found

about 80 cracks in the dam’s surface. The

infrastructure issues intensified criticism

of the dam project by those opposed to its

$22 billion cost, the forced relocation of

some 1.3 million people, increased pollu-

tion and the flooding of temples and his-

toric sites. (Three Gorges Probe)

Construction pressed ahead on a boat

lock to carry ships across the vast dam

and construction of the dam’s main wall.

The first of 26 turbines to produce electrici-

ty for China’s central regions was installed

on July 18 for a 30-day trial operation

before the dam can be put to commercial

use. (AP, TGP) 
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