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Resource List

China is estimated to have more than

100,000 civil society organizations, and

research on the Internet strongly suggests

there are even more Web sites dealing with

civil society topics. These non-official Web

sites offer a stunning array of information

and thoughts on a wide range of topics

relating to political development, law,

health issues, peasant and worker rights

and other rights-related matters. 

The transient nature of Web sites oper-

ated by underfunded organizations and

individuals, combined with official restric-

tions on the Internet, ensure that any

resource list can claim only temporary

accuracy (one of the Web sites included in

a previous CRF Resource List, People-

Law.com, focusing on corruption and mis-

carriage of justice, was temporarily 

inaccessible). The following list was accu-

rate as of August 15, 2003.

In any case, this list offers only a small

sample of China-based Web sites relating to

civil society, including those of organizations

mentioned in this issue of CRF. Also included

are some overseas Web sites related to free-

dom of expression in China. Web sites relat-

ing to China’s unauthorized religious organi-

zations will be the subject of an upcoming

resource list, so are not included here.

NEWS AND THE INTERNET

HK Journalists Association

http://www.hkja.org.hk/

Chinese and English

HKJA is a professional union for Hong

Kong’s journalists. Apart from describing

HKJA’s activities, the Web site includes

HKJA’s comprehensive annual report on

press freedom, as well as letters and state-

ments HKJA has issued on matters relating

to freedom of expression and working 

conditions for journalists.

All-China Journalists Association

http://www.acja.org.cn//

Chinese

ACJA is China’s official journalists’ associa-

tion, and is directly supervised by the

Chinese Communist Party’s propaganda

department. The Web site is dominated by

links to Chinese-language newspapers and

other media organizations throughout

Greater China and overseas, including inde-

pendent newspapers in Hong Kong. The

Web site contains no other information

about ACJA’s activities or the operations of

Chinese media.

Tsinghua University Center for

International Communications Studies

http://www.media.tsinghua.edu.cn/

Chinese

Headed by Professor Li Xiguang, a former

Xinhua reporter and proponent of watchdog

journalism, the CICS monitors Chinese and

foreign media and promotes professional-

ism. The Web site offers a plethora of 

articles, essays and research relating to

media and public policy, and in mid-August

featured a section on coverage of SARS

domestically and abroad.

Media Monitor

http://www.chuanmei.net/

Chinese

This Web site is operated by the Jiuzhou

Media Research Center, which describes

itself as an organization set up by young

media scholars and professionals in

Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. The Web

site provides news updates and informa-

tion, and promotes discussion and

exchanges relating to China’s media.

Top Forum

http://www.topforum.com/

Chinese

Produced by Yuhua Information Technology,

this Web site monitors the prevalence of

topics discussed on Chinese Internet bul-

letin boards and provides links to postings

of particular interest. Some recent exam-

ples: The quandary of overseas students

over whether to return to China; The mad-

ness of Lee Teng-hui.

Internet Civil Engineering

http://imcp.ccnt.com.cn

Chinese

Sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, this

Web site monitors China’s Internet Web

sites, including content and technological

developments.

Along with HRIC’s Web site

(www.hrichina.org), the following Web sites

regularly report on official censorship and

the arrest of journalists and Internet

activists in China:

Reporters Without Borders (Reporters

sans Frontieres)

http://www.rsf.org

RSF’s latest annual report on China can be

read at:

http://www.rsf.fr/article.php3?

id_article=6464&Valider=OK

Committee to Protect Journalists

www.cpj.org

CPJ’s latest annual report on China (includ-

ing Hong Kong) can be read at:

http://www.cpj.org/attacks02/asia02/

china.html

Digital Freedom Network

www.dfn.org

DFN’s latest report on Chinese arrested for

Internet activism can be read at:

http://www.dfn.org/focus/china/

netattack.htm

Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org

HRW’s reports on China can be accessed at:

http://www.hrw.org/asia/china.php

Amnesty International

http://www.amnesty.org/

AI published a report on China’s control of

the Internet in November 2002, which can

be read at:

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENG

ASA170072002?open&of=ENG-CHN

CIVIL SOCIETY AND DEVELOPMENT

China Development Brief

www.Chinadevelopmentbrief.org

Chinese and English

Widely considered the most authoritative

Web site devoted to NGOs in China, CDB 

is produced by a small non-profit organiza-

tion in Beijing. A quarterly journal is avail-

able by subscription ($75 per year for 

corporations, $50 for NGOs and individu-

als), but articles from past issues can be

read free of charge on the Web site. Also

free are English translations of Chinese

laws relevant to NGOs and a database of

international NGOs operating in China.

Other materials, such as a report on nearly

300 indigenous Chinese NGOs, are avail-

able for purchase. 
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China NPO Information Network

http://www.ngorc.net.cn/index/indexnew.php

Chinese and English 

This Web site is produced by Tsinghua

University’s NGO Research Center, which

was established in October 1998. The Web

site includes eight limited databases relat-

ing to research papers, organizations, rele-

vant law and policy, active NGO personnel,

meetings and conferences, educational

materials, evaluation studies and spon-

sors. It also includes a search function, an

interactive forum and a bookshop.

China Association for NGO Cooperation

http://www.cango.org

Chinese and English

Registered with the Ministry of Civil Affairs in

1993, CANGO describes itself as a voluntary

membership organization devoted to the cre-

ation of a network of Chinese NGOs to

address poverty alleviation, environmental

protection and social development in poor

and minority regions. The Web site includes

articles and reports on development topics,

legal resources and book reviews.

Poverty Alleviation Foundation

http://www.fupin.org.cn/

Chinese and English

Registered in March 1989 under the spon-

sorship of the People’s Bank of China, the

PAF is engaged in managing domestic and

overseas donated funds and materials for

the purpose of improving quality of life in

central and western China. The Web site 

is largely devoted to descriptions of the

foundation’s projects.

U.S. Embassy in Beijing - Report on

Chinese NGOs

http://www.usembassy-

china.org.cn/sandt/ptr/ngos-prt.htm

Published in January 2003, the report pres-

ents an overview of the conditions under

which NGOs operate in China.

ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS

China Environmental Protection Net

http://www.ep.net.cn/

Chinese

Xiamen-based CEPN was established in

early 1999 as one of China’s first environ-

mental Web sites. The Web site includes

environmental news, laws, standards,

sources of environmental technology 

and services, multimedia materials, com-

puter programs, printed materials and

Internet links relating to the environment

(with ratings).

Friends of Nature

http://www.fon.org.cn/

Chinese and English

FON was the first grassroots environmental

group to be officially registered in China in

1994, and promotes conservation and 

environmental awareness. The Web site

includes educational materials and

resources, relevant news items, ongoing

campaigns and activities, bulletin board 

discussion groups and an electronic journal

(the July issue focusing on "What is

Development?"). The Web site includes 

a special section introducing other Chinese

environmental NGOs with comprehensive

descriptions, partially translated into

English.

Global Village of Beijing

http://www.gvbchina.org/

Chinese and English

Global Village of Beijing was established in

1996 to promote sustainable development

and environmental awareness. President

Sheri Liao is a consultant to the Beijing

2008 Olympics Organizing Committee, as

well as serving as a "green ambassador"

to other official bodies. GVB operates an

environmental training center and produces

books, a weekly television program and

other multimedia educational materials.

The Web site is largely descriptive of the

group’s activities and contains little free-

standing material.

Greener Beijing

http://gbj.grchina.net

Chinese and English

Established in 1998, this Internet-generat-

ed NGO claims more than 2,000 volun-

teers all over China. The Web site says the

group aims to build an Internet base of 

volunteers and employ literature, art and

music to disseminate knowledge about

environmental protection, promote environ-

mental awareness and invite public partici-

pation. The Web site provides a large 

number of links to environmental Web sites

based on the mainland, Hong Kong, Taiwan

and overseas and includes reader-generat-

ed forums (a sample topic: In Defense of

the Rat).

Greenhome

http://www.greenhome.net.cn/

Chinese

Greenhome focuses on forestry and

endangered species. Its Web site is prima-

rily educational, providing information 

on endangered plants and animals, a list

of environmental publications and their

subscription information, and contact

information for domestic and international

environmental organizations.

Green Web

http://www.green-web.org

Chinese and English

Established in Beijing in December 1999,

Green Web focuses on environmental 

education and public awareness, and

organizes volunteer activities such as tree

planting and waste battery collection. The

Web site presents articles on a variety of

related topics, and links to the organiza-

tion’s Web sites in Guangzhou, Shanghai

and Yunnan.Green Web also publishes an

electronic magazine, Nature and Human

Beijing, covering environmental and 

conservation topics.

Institute for Environment and Development

http://www.ied.org.cn

Chinese and English

IED was established in Beijing in 1994 to

participate in global efforts toward sustain-

able development and raise public aware-

ness of environmental issues. The Web site

is largely devoted to a description of IED’s

training programs and other activities.

IED also operates another bilingual Web

site, Human & Nature in Harmony: 

http://www.enviroinfo.org.cn/

This Web site provides information on relat-

ed laws and regulations, relevant news

(including English abstracts), environment-

related technologies, a resource lists on

specific sub-topics (from official sources),

contact information for relevant organiza-

tions and institutions, and announcements

of upcoming environmental conferences.

South-North Institute for Sustainable

Development

http://www.snisd.org.cn/

Chinese and English

Beijing-based SNISD carries out research

for developing laws, regulations and poli-

cies relating to environmental protection

and sustainable development. It also pro-
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motes the use of renewable energy, espe-

cially in Asia-Pacific, through publicity, train-

ing, consulting and exchanges at regional,

national and international levels. The Web

site is largely devoted to descriptions of

the organization’s activities.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Center for Protection of Rights of

Disadvantaged Citizens

http://www.cprdc.org/

Chinese

The CPRDC, established at Wuhan

University in 1992, offers free legal advice

to China’s disadvantaged on matters 

relating to women and children, the handi-

capped, the elderly and labor. The Web site

describes the CPRDC’s work, introduces 

its advisors and provides contact informa-

tion, as well as links to a few other Web

sites dealing with law and human rights.

Another portion of the Web site devoted 

to case studies in the target areas is not

yet operational.

Chinalawinfo.com

http://chinalawinfo.com/twzx/index.asp

Chinese

Free online legal advice provided by Peking

University Law School. The Web site also

includes information on laws and regula-

tions, and current related news. Apart from

routine topics such as divorce and how to

legally change ones name, one recent

question came from someone asking how

his father might be compensated by the

government for economic losses and men-

tal suffering during 21 years as a victim of

the "anti-rightist campaign."

Long An Law Firm

www.Qinbing.com

Chinese

Operated by Beijing- and Shanghai-based

lawyers, this Web site posts articles,

essays and information on a wide variety of

topics relating to law, politics, labor and

peasants, housing (including urban redevel-

opment) and health.

Zhoulitai.com

www.zhoulitai.com

Chinese and English

Operated by labor lawyer Zhou Litai and

other members of Zhou’s Chongqing law

firm, this Web site provides information,

news and in-depth reports relating to

China’s labor laws and labor conditions.

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT

Cathay Institute for Public Affairs

http://www.jiuding.org/

Chinese

CIPA, established in 2002 in Beijing,

describes itself as an independent organi-

zation carrying out research, discussion and

education with the aim of promoting individ-

ual freedom and the establishment of a

constitutional democracy in China. The Web

site presents scholarly essays and research

papers on various topics relating to politics,

economics and public administration.

Century China

http://www.cc.org.cn/wencui/index0307d.htm

Chinese

This Web site contains no information 

about its purpose or the backgrounds of

its contributors, but is composed of various

e-journals and discussion boards covering 

a wide range of topics relating to China’s

current affairs and culture. A recent issue

included several articles on lessons 

China could learn from India in relation 

to development, democratization and 

intellectual integrity.

China Elections 

http://www.chinaelections.org/

Chinese and English

The Web site is described as a joint project

of Peking University and other research

centers around the country. Although

ostensibly focusing on China’s political

development, the Web site also includes

news items on corruption, acts of official

brutality against journalists and other

forms of injustice. Special columns provide

in-depth coverage on topics such as peas-

ants’ rights, constitutional amendments,

and illegal arrests of NPC delegates. There

are also many essays on a wide variety of

topics, and links to relevant domestic and

overseas Web sites.

China Review

http://www.china-review.com

Chinese and English

The Web site describes itself as the "Indep-

endent voice of Chinese intellectuals."

Recent essays cover topics such as the

tenth anniversary of the Unirule Institute,

self-rule for peasants, and the relevance of

Confucianism in present-day China.

Kiss Fire

http://kissfire.tongtu.net/

Chinese

A Nanjing-based Web site devoted to schol-

arly exchanges and research on topics

such as amending the constitution, reform-

ing the university system, reflections on the

SARS crisis, worker and peasant rights,

and democratization.

United Patriots

http://www.1931-9-18.org/main/default.asp

Chinese

This Web site presents many articles and

discussion boards with ultranationalistic

content relating to Sino-Japanese rela-

tions, the Rape of Nanking, the Diaoyutai

Islands controversy, Sino-American rela-

tions and Taiwan independence. There are

also links to many other Web sites with

similar content.

Workshop in Institutional Analysis and

Public Policy

http://www.wiapp.com//

WIAPP is a research center of Beijing’s

Renmin University, and one of the core par-

ticipants is Mao Shoulong, an expert on

public administration. The Web site

describes itself as engaged for the past

five years in "promoting public policy based

on individual liberty, limited government,

free markets, public economies, rule of law,

democratic governance, open societies,

polycentric order and peace." It includes

essays on those topics, descriptions of

WIAPP’s activities and methodologies, and

links to other relevant Web sites. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

China Austrian Review

http://www.sinoliberal.com

Chinese

This Web site focuses on the Austrian

School of Economics and its application to

modern China. It posts articles, many

translated from foreign languages, relating

to economics, political development and

liberalism.

Unirule Institute of Economics

www.unirule.org.cn

Chinese and English
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Focusing on new institutional economics

and transition economics in China, the

Unirule Institute sponsors biweekly lec-

tures where intellectuals can engage in

free scholarly exchange and debate. The

Web site provides information on Unirule’s

upcoming lectures and discussions, pro-

files of Institute members and scholarly

papers and reports. Features on the

English Web site include abstracts of

papers presented at a conference on

Governmental Administrative Reform cover-

ing topics such as problems relating to wit-

ness testimony in criminal cases, the need

for reform of the media supervision sys-

tem, and factors contributing to corruption

and poor construction quality in the govern-

ment tendering system.

RURAL ISSUES

Agrionline

http://www.agrionline.net.cn/

Chinese and English

Agrionline is operated by Professor Shi

Yuanchun of the China Institute of Techno-

logy and China Institute of Engineering, with

participation from the China Institute of

Agricultural Science. The Web site provides

news on agriculture-related topics such as

technology, markets and recent research

and a section on agriculture-related laws,

and generally aims to serve as a forum for

exchange of information and ideas.

China Village

http://www.china-village.org/

Chinese

The Web site focuses on China’s villages

and agriculture and provides profiles of

notable related personalities. It also posts

essays on a wide variety of other topics,

including legal reform, education, political

development, civil society and health, along

with links to other relevant Web sites.

Farmer’s Friend

http://www.nongyou.org/

Chinese

Established by Li Changping, a former

Hubei official who lost his position after

speaking out on the problems facing peas-

ants, this Web site provides articles, infor-

mation and scholarly essays relating to

rural life, agricultural development and eco-

nomic stratification in the post-WTO 

economy. There are also appeals for aid

(an example: donations for medical sup-

plies for people with HIV/AIDS in Henan),

and links to related Web sites.

Univillage

http://www.univillage.org/

Chinese and English

Describing itself as the first Web site promot-

ing autonomous management for villages,

Univillage was established by the Project on

Village Democracy under the Unirule Institute

of Economics, with the intention of eventually

becoming an independent organization. 

Xiwulipa

http://www.xwlp.net/

Chinese

Describing itself as the independent voice

of China’s peasants, this Web site pro-

motes rural welfare in accordance with the

"Three Represents" policy, and posts arti-

cles on rural issues, village elections, food

supply and other related subjects.

LABOR

Gongnong Net

http://gongntd.iwebland.com/

Chinese

This Web site focuses on labor and rural

issues, with sections on legislation relating

to workers, peasants, children and popula-

tion control, commentary on recent econ-

omic developments (such as WTO acces-

sion) and their effects on peasants and

laborers, historical events in the worker and

peasant movements, and discussion boards.

China Labour Bulletin

www.china-labour.org.hk

Hong Kong-based CLB, headed by dissident

labor leader Han Dongfang, promotes inde-

pendent trade unionism and monitors labor

issues in China.

Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee

www.cic.org.hk

CIC promotes labor rights in Hong Kong

and on the mainland, and particularly 

monitors conditions in China’s foreign-

invested factories.

HIV/AIDS

Beijing Aizhixing Institute

http://www.aizhi.org/

http://www.aizhi.net/

Chinese and English

These Web sites, operated by China’s best-

known AIDS NGO, provide information,

news articles, laws and regulations relating

to the AIDS crisis, as well as information 

on Aizhixing’s activities.

In addition, there are a few small-scale Web

sites offering news, essays, health informa-

tion and discussion boards relating to

HIV/AIDS:

http://www.samewill.org/

http://cnaids.myrice.com/bar_on_top.html

The Mangrove Support Group is supposed

to have a Web site at the following URL:

www.msg-china.com

However, recent attempts to access the

site were unsuccessful.

HONG KONG ARTICLE 23

Civil Human Rights Front

http://www.civilhrfront.org/

Chinese

CHRF is a coalition of more than 40 Hong

Kong civil society groups rallying opposition

to Hong Kong’s Article 23 legislation. The

Web site provides information and articles

relating to the Article 23 controversy, as

well as links to the coalition organizations,

and notices of upcoming events.

Article 23 

http://www.article23.org.hk

Chinese and English

Produced by the office of legislative coun-

cilor Cyd Ho, this Web site provides back-

ground materials and articles relating to

the Article 23 controversy, notices of

upcoming events and links to political and

human rights organizations in Hong Kong.

Civic Exchange

http://www.civic-exchange.org/

Chinese and English

Civic Exchange is a Hong Kong-based 

public policy think tank established in

October 2000 by former legislative coun-

cilor Christine Loh to promote civic educa-

tion, conduct research and contribute to

public debate on economic, social and 

environmental issues. Civic Exchange

issues regular bulletins on current develop-

ments in Hong Kong, and provides links to

Web sites of other major civil society and

pro-democracy groups in Hong Kong.


