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Ching Cheong (b.1950), the chief China

correspondent for Singapore’s The Straits

Times, was detained in Guangzhou on sus-

picion of espionage on April 22, 2005,

while attempting to obtain the manuscript

of a book on Zhao Ziyang. A notice of deten-

tion was issued on June 3, and Chinese

authorities announced on August 5 that

Ching had been formally charged with espi-

onage. Ching, who is a permanent resident

of both Hong Kong and Singapore, is

accused of spying for an “outside” intelli-

gence agency, a term that could include Tai-

wan. Ching’s wife, Mary Lau, issued an

open letter to Hu Jintao detailing Ching’s

support for Chinese reforms and the nature

of Ching’s work with academic Lu Jianhua,

who is now missing. Ching once worked for

a pro-Beijing Hong Kong newspaper, but

resigned in protest over the Tiananmen

crackdown in 1989. 

Zhang Lin (b. 1963), dissident writer and

pro-democracy activist, was detained at the

Bengbu City railway station in Anhui

Province on January 29, 2005 upon his

return from Beijing. Initially charged with

“disturbing social order” in attempting to

pay condolences to Zhao Ziyang’s family,

Zhang was ultimately tried on June 21

under a new charge of “endangering state

security.” The procuratorate alleged that

the content of 192 of Zhang’s online arti-

cles and postings damaged national unity,

spread falsehoods, disturbed social order

and damaged social stability. On June 28

the Bengbu City Intermediate People’s

Court sentenced Zhang to five years in

prison and four years’ subsequent depriva-

tion of political rights. Zhang, who previ-

ously spent a total of eight years in prison

and labor camps, has submitted a written

appeal to the court. 

Zhu Jiuhu (b.1965), a Beijing-based lawyer,

was detained on May 26, 2005, on charges

of disrupting social order. Zhu had been

acting as the lead counsel representing

shareholders in the Shaanxi oilfields, which

had been re-nationalized in 2003 after an

experiment with privatization in the mid-

1990s. Shortly after Zhu agreed to repre-

sent shareholders in a lawsuit against the

local authorities, police detained Zhu in his

Yulin hotel, seizing his computer and docu-

ments. Other plaintiffs, including Feng

Xiaoyuan, Tong Zongrui, Zhang Wanxing,

Wang Zhijun, Yuan Peixiang and Ren Guang-

ming, were also detained on charges of

“unlawful assembly” and “disrupting social

order.” Local officials have made various

accusations regarding Zhu’s personal

behavior to call his reputation into doubt

and create discord between his supporters

and clients. Zhu was formally arrested on

June 22. 

Despite the continuing economic expansion and growing bilateral ties, space for civil society remains limited and strictly controlled in

China. These three detainees illustrate how political reform and liberalization is not keeping pace with economic development. 

APPEAL FOR IMPRISONED ACTIVISTS

Join the international community in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of these and other democracy activists. Please

send letters to the designated addresses below, emphasizing the need for the rule of law, free flow of information and the right to exercise

freedom of expression. Where necessary, express concern for medical conditions and demand immediate and appropriate treatment.

Ching Cheong: held under house arrest in

Beijing

Mayor Wang Qishan

Beijing Municipal People’s Government

2 Zhengyilu, Dongchengqu 

Beijingshi, 100744, PRC

Zhang Lin: held at the Bengbu Prison, in

Bengbu City, Anhui Province 

Governor King Jinshan

Anhui Provincial People’s Government 

238 Funan Xijie

Hefeishi, 230061, Anhuisheng, PRC

Zhu Jiuhu: detained in Jingbian

Governor Chen Andong 

Shaanxi Provincial People’s Government 

Xixin Jie Xi’anshi, 710004, Shaanxisheng,

PRC

Send copies of above appeals to: 

President Hu Jintao

Chinese Communist Party

Yongdingmenjie

Beijing 100032, PRC

Minister of Justice Zhang Fusen

Sifaju (Ministry of Justice) 

10 Chaoyangmen Nandajie

Chaoyangqu

Beijingshi 100020, PRC

Fax: 011 86 10 65 292345 

E-mail: minister@legalinfo.gov.cn 

Ambassador Jiechi Yang

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

2300 Connecticut Ave. NW

Washington DC 20008

Fax: 1 202 328 2582 

Permanent Mission of the People’s 

Republic of China to the United

Nations

New York, NY 10017

Fax: (212) 634 7626

E-mail: chinamission_un@mfa.gov.cn 

In addition, send copies of letters

expressing concern for prisoners’ med-

ical conditions to:

Chinese Medical Association

42 Dongsi Xidajie

Beijing 100710, PRC

Fax: 86-10-6512-3754

E-mail: cmafrd@public3.bta.net.cn 
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