
• Surveyed the successes of various Economic and Social develop-

ment commitments relating to the 2008 Olympics, noting that

despite the need for a strong infrastructure in Beijing, 70 percent

of China’s population was located in rural areas. 

• Noted that Chinese labor practices generally fell

below domestic and international standards,

raising concerns that the scope of Olympic-

venues construction could exacerbate

these problems. 

• Called on AOL Time Warner sharehold-

ers—official sponsors of the 2008

Olympics—to support a resolution pro-

moting human and labor rights. The

resolution achieved around 7 per-

cent of the vote. HRIC contin-

ues to monitor the policies

and practices of AOL

Time Warner and 

other Olympic spon-

sors. 

• Continued to report on

the corporate responsi-

bility policies of several

Olympics sponsors and

contract-holders, and pub-

lished a list of official sponsors of

the 2008 Olympics. Among these were

McDonald’s and General Electric, who committed to support “a

green and high-tech Olympic games.”

• Noted an ongoing crackdown on journalists, lawyers and religious

practitioners. Similarly, growing social unrest was reflected in a

considerable number of protestors—three million—in 2003.

•   Published an open letter by Chinese activists in December

2003 calling for a “Mao-free Olympics,” including a

demand to improve China’s international image by

removing Mao’s remains from Tiananmen

Square. 

•   Identified and focused on recommenda-

tions for monitoring and best practices

within specific sectors such as information

communication technology (ICT), surveil-

lance and security to target corporations,

multilaterals, the media, govern-

ments and NGOs. 

•   Attended conferences

with the aim of strengthen-

ing the Internet’s role in

promoting an uncensored

flow of information and

discussion. 

•   Noted that despite PRC

Commitments, there existed

a growing “digital divide” be-

tween urban and rural populations.  

• Reported on variety of initiatives

undertaken by the BOCOG to supervise and control both

domestic and international Olympics media coverage. 

Incorporating Responsibility 2008:
HRIC’s Beijing Olympics Campaign

In 2003, HRIC launched IR 2008, a research and monitoring project advocating scrutiny of the Chinese government’s human rights prac-

tices in the run-up to the 2008 Olympics. IR 2008 targets a range of actors, including corporations, multilaterals, the media, governments

and NGOs. The campaign urges them to take strategic advantage of international windows of opportunity created by China’s role as host

of the 2008 Olympics, its increasing integration into the international community, and a growing Chinese civil society.  

IR 2008 focuses on three benchmarks—the release of all political prisoners, removing censorship and surveillance of the Internet,

and greater investment in social welfare to ensure equitable development—as measures of progress in promoting and respecting free-

dom of expression and information, civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights. Following is a summary of the cam-

paign’s progress to date:
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Future IR 2008 features will continue to monitor construction, sponsorship and media developments, as well as progress on the three

benchmarks. HRIC will also increasingly engage in preparatory briefings for government, corporate, media and civil society actors as the

date of the Games approaches.
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