
Resource List

CHINA, TRADE, INVESTMENT AND

HUMAN RIGHTS

The following resource list offers an intro-

duction to organizations working on trade,

investment, China and/or human rights.

The organizations below do not all link

trade, investment and human rights, and

not all focus on China. The entries below,

however, identify these themes where rele-

vant and update the resource list initially

presented in China Rights Forum, No. 1,

2003. An index at the end of the list groups

the entries under the themes they cover

(noted in brackets after the organization’s

name).

ActionAid China [HR/NGO/TI]

http://www.actionaid.org/china

English, Chinese

ActionAid International is an international

development agency aimed at fighting

poverty worldwide. ActionAid’s global cam-

paigns on food rights, health and sustain-

able livelihood seek to draw attention to

the complex relation of trade liberalization,

poverty and inequality. ActionAid partner-

ships, such as ActionAid China, partner

with local groups to tackle injustice and

inequality. ActionAid China was established

in 2001 with staff in Hebei, Guizhou and

Beijing, where it has launched initiatives in

rural areas to enhance farmers’ capacities

for facing the challenges of China’s rapid

integration in the global economy, notably

the impact of China’s WTO membership.

ActionAid China also works to influence

decision-makers on policies that impact

farmers.

Asia Regional Information Center, Asia

Economic Monitor (ARIC) [TI]

http://aric.adb.org/

English

An information clearinghouse created

through cooperation between the Australian

government, the Australian Agency for Inter-

national Development and the Asian Devel-

opment Bank, ARIC was established to

respond to a need for accurate, timely infor-

mation on the economic and social impact

of the Asian crisis and the status of its

recovery. ARIC provides a range of regularly

updated information about the economic

performance and prospects of 16 Asian

nations, including China. The Web site ana-

lyzes news related to economic develop-

ment and its social impact, with a focus on

international trade and finance. It also

hosts a database of economic and social

indicators as a means to identify vulnerabil-

ities in advance of financial crises.

The Asia Migrant Centre (AMC)

[NGO/L/HR]

http://www.asian-migrants.org/

The Asian Migrant Centre is a Hong Kong-

based NGO that operates as a monitoring,

research, training and support center dedi-

cated to the promotion of the human rights

and empowerment of Asian migrant work-

ers and their families. AMC has recently

increased advocacy efforts related to trade

and its impact on migrant workers, includ-

ing the sponsorship of a regional confer-

ence on the WTO, Development and

Migration. 

Business and Human Rights Resource

Centre [HR/TI]

http://www.business-humanrights.org/

English

The Business and Human Rights Resource

Centre is an information clearinghouse for

resources on issues relating to business

and human rights. The Web site can be

searched for policy papers, international

standards, Web sites and news by region,

issue and company. Its section on invest-

ment, trade and globalization links busi-

ness and human rights concerns with trade

and investment themes, and is a useful

first stop for general searches. The wide

range of materials on the Web site are pub-

lished by NGOs, companies, intergovern-

mental organizations, governments and

courts, academics, analysts and journal-

ists. Numerous China-related resources are

available, many of which focus on labor

rights and foreign business practices.

China Labor Watch (CLW) [L/NGO]

http://www.chinalaborwatch.org/

English, Chinese

Founded by Li Qiang, a former Chinese fac-

tory worker and now a visiting scholar at

the Center for the Study of Human Rights at

Columbia University, China Labor Watch is a

New York-based NGO that seeks to

empower Chinese factory workers and pro-

mote a general awareness of the current

labor conditions in China. CLW advocates

the enforcement of PRC domestic labor

laws as well as international standards.

While CLW’s Web site does not focus on the

intersection of labor rights and trade, it pro-

vides information on the status of workers’

rights in Chinese factories and on foreign

companies operating factories within

China.

China Labour Bulletin

http://www.china-labour.org.hk/iso/

Chinese and English

Hong Kong-based China Labour Bulletin

provides news and information on labor

issues and relevant laws in China, as well

as bulletins regarding labor abuses and the

arrest and imprisonment of labor activists.

It also provides an archive of radio inter-

views carried out by labor activist Han

Dongfang with workers and others regard-

ing workplace accidents, conflicts with

management and labor demonstrations.

China Society for WTO Studies (CWTO)

[TI]

http://www.chinawto.org.cn/

Chinese

The China Society for WTO Studies is a Chi-

nese national social organization affiliated

with the Ministry of Commerce that seeks

to promote the benefits of China’s partici-

pation in the WTO. In addition to latest

news on the WTO, the site publishes

research papers on a wide range of issues

such as assessing the impact of China’s

WTO membership on specific industries or

sectors. CWTO also hosts an Expert Forum

posting opinion pieces and analysis by

trade experts and academics on China and

WTO issues. 

China WTO Network [TI]

http://www.chinawtonetwork.org

English, Chinese

China WTO Network, launched in May

2005, aims to provide a platform for shar-

ing opinions and information on China and

WTO-related issues. Sponsored by several

NGOs and government agencies, it provides

a compilation of news articles and analysis

on a wide range of thematic topics on WTO.

Clean Clothes Campaign (CCC) [L/NGO]

http://www.cleanclothes.org/

English

The Clean Clothes Campaign is an interna-

tional coalition of autonomous consumer
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organizations, trade unions, human rights

and women rights organizations,

researchers, solidarity groups and activists

that coordinates campaigns and other

activities aimed at improving conditions for

garment workers, home workers and

migrant workers. Recently published

reports include “The Play Fair at the

Olympics Campaign: an Evaluation of the

Company Responses” (June 2005), and

“The Global Garment Industry and the Infor-

mal Economy: Critical Issues for Labor

Rights Advocates” (September 2004).

Cleaner Production in China [CH/E/G]

http://www.chinacp.com/

English, Chinese

This website is maintained by the National

Development and Reform Commission

(NDRC) of the Government of the People’s

Republic of China, which is the body

responsible for implementing the Cleaner

Production Campaign. The website is

designed to provide information on combat-

ing pollution in Chinese industry through

the understanding of its production policy

and legislation. The Web site produces

case studies and audit reports carried out

in various types of factories, as well as pro-

files of factories implementing Cleaner Pro-

duction. 

Corporate Social Responsibility in Asia

(CSR Asia) [G/NGO/TI]

http://www.csr-asia.com/

English 

CSR Asia was founded in Hong Kong in

2004 to provide information and develop

tools for promoting CSR in the Asia-Pacific

region. In association with its partners,

CSR Asia publishes specialized reports,

provides training and education on CSR

issues, facilitates stakeholder dialogues

and undertakes customized contract

research for multinational and NGO clients.

CSR Asia also informs people about CSR

issues as they arise through its daily inter-

net news service, online news database

and CSR Asia Weekly newsletter. 

Economic Policy Institute (EPI) [G/L/TI]

http://www.epinet.org/

English 

Based in Washington D.C., EPI is a non-

profit, liberal-leaning think tank concerned

with the formulation of economic policy. EPI

states it was founded to broaden the dis-

cussion on economic policy to include the

interests of low and middle income work-

ers, mostly in the U.S. One of its recent

reports, published in January 2005, is

“U.S.-China Trade, 1989–2003: Impact on

Jobs and Industry, Nationally and by State.”

Environmental Defense Fund (EDF)

[E/G/NGO/TI]

http://www.environmentaldefense.org/

English

The Environmental Defense Fund is a New

York-based nonprofit environmental advo-

cacy group known for its work on global

warming, pollution prevention and market-

based solutions to environmental prob-

lems. The organization advocates

developing workable solutions through

sound science, good economics and good

law, and helped to develop the Kyoto Proto-

col. In the international arena, it seeks to

influence the financial institutions, govern-

ments and corporations that invest in large

infrastructure projects in developing coun-

tries, and works with indigenous peoples

and local groups in Africa, Asia and Latin

America, to create sustainable and equi-

table development alternatives. EDF has

one expert specializing on China.

Ethical Trading Initiative (ETI) [G/L/TI]

http://www.ethicaltrade.org/

English

Ethical Training Initiative is a U.K.-based

alliance of multinational corporations,

NGOs and trade unions promoting ethical

consumerism. It was established in 1998

to bring the combined knowledge and influ-

ence of relevant NGOs and the interna-

tional trade union movement to work

alongside companies in identifying and pro-

moting good practice in implementing

codes that set out minimum labor stan-

dards. ETI focuses particularly on ending

child labor, forced labor and sweatshops,

and on the examination of worker health

and safety, labor conditions and labor

rights. ETI also has an ongoing project on

Code (labor) Implementation in China, focus-

ing on the clothing, footwear, housewares

and food sectors.

Friends of the Earth International (FOEI)

[E/G/NGO/TI]

http://www.foei.org/ 

English

Friends of the Earth is a worldwide federa-

tion of autonomous national environmental

organizations, structured from the bottom

up. Its members campaign on the most

urgent contemporary environmental and

social issues, while working to advance a

shift toward sustainable societies. Two cur-

rent campaigns include the Human Rights

Campaign and the Trade, Environment, and

Sustainability Campaign, which incorpo-

rates smaller campaigns such as GMOs,

Free Trade, & WTO; Energy and Regulation-

Services, GATS & the WTO; Food Sover-

eignty, Agriculture & Free Trade; Multilateral

Environmental Agreements & the WTO; and

Regional Trade Agreements & Bi-lateral

Agreements. FOEI has no affiliate in China.

The Hong Kong Confederation of Trade

Unions (HKCTU) [CH/G/L]

http://www.hkctu.org.hk/

Chinese, English

Founded in 1990, HKCTU has over 70 affili-

ate trade unions representing 170,000

members. It seeks to organize workers to

fight for labor rights and collective bargain-

ing, and also engages in public campaigns,

lobbying, workers’ education, and legal

assistance for workers. The organization

has increasingly engaged trade issues and

analyzed impact on Chinese workers, and

also participates in international events,

including publishing a comment on the

implementation of the International

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights in Hong Kong. The Web site hosts a

collection of labor-related economic and

social indicators.

Hong Kong Liaison Office of the

International Trade Union Movement

(IHLO) [L]

http://www.ihlo.org/

English

IHLO was established in 1997 to provide

support for and representation of the inter-

national trade union movement in the Hong

Kong. The IHLO publishes an online

monthly bulletin on workers’ rights in

China, Hong Kong and Macau. It also pub-

lishes annual reports and special research

briefings and analyses. It hosts a page of

analysis of China’s entry to the WTO and its

impact on labor rights.
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Hong Kong People’s Alliance on WTO

(HKPAOWTO) [CH/L/NGO/TI]

http://www.hkpaowto.org.hk/wordpress/

English, Chinese

The HKPA is a network of grass-root organi-

zations including trade unions, community

labor groups and organizations represent-

ing workers, students, women and religious

groups based in Hong Kong. The Web site

updates the plans and activities of the

Alliance in advance of the Sixth Ministerial

Conference of the WTO in December 2005

in Hong Kong. The Alliance Web site also

hosts a compilation of documents and

news analyses relating to the WTO.

Human Rights in China (HRIC)

[CH/HR/NGO]

www.hrichina.org

English, Chinese

Human Rights in China is a Chinese interna-

tional nongovernmental organization that

works to promote universally recognized

human rights and advance the institutional

protection of those rights in China. HRIC

implements programs to generate institu-

tional and systemic change while engaging

in critical advocacy strategies on behalf of

individuals in China, with the overarching

goal to increase independent civil space

within China. HRIC works with international

and domestic Chinese activists to develop

multilateral, bilateral, and domestic human

rights strategies, while engaging multiple

international actors. Through its Incorporat-

ing Responsibility 2008 campaign, HRIC

advocates scrutiny of the Chinese govern-

ment’s human rights practices as an adjunct

to its participation in multilateral bodies

such as the WTO and the UN Global Com-

pact, and as a host to the 2008 Olympics. 

International Centre for Human Rights and

Democratic Development (Rights and

Democracy) [HR/NGO/TI]

http://www.ichrdd.ca/

English

Rights and Democracy is a Canadian non-

partisan organization that works in Canada

and internationally to promote human

rights. One programmatic theme of the

organization is the linkages between trade,

investment and human rights, including a

focus on China. In particular, Rights and

Democracy has developed a human rights

impact assessment (HRIA) model for use

by policymakers and communities to

ensure that investment and project financ-

ing do not undermine human rights.

International Centre for Trade and

Sustainable Development (ICTSD) [NGO/TI]

http://www.ictsd.org/

English

ICTSD is an independent non-profit and

nongovernmental organization that works

with a broad network of governmental, non-

governmental and inter-governmental part-

ners to provide news and analysis on the

intersection of international trade and sus-

tainable development. Its goal is to con-

tribute to a better understanding of

development and environmental concerns

in the context of international trade. Its

newsletter, Bridges, provides news on trade-

related issues, including the WTO agenda

and country policies.

International Confederation of Free Trade

Unions (ICFTU) [L]

http://www.icftu.org/

English 

Founded in 1949, the ICFTU organizes and

directs campaigns on its five main priori-

ties, which include Employment and Inter-

national Labor Standards; Tackling the

Multinationals; Trade Union Rights; Equal-

ity, Women, Race and Migrants; and Trade

Union Organization and Recruitment. The

ICFTU has directly engaged trade policies,

the WTO and their impact on labor rights,

including the publication of statements on

the WTO agenda and the need for a labor

rights focus on trade issues.

International Development Law

Organization (IDLO) [G/HR/TI]

http://www.idli.org/

English 

Established in 1983, the International

Development Law Organization is an inter-

governmental organization based in Italy

with 17 member states. IDLO seeks to pro-

mote rule of law and good governance, and

to build local capacity in developing and

transition economy countries. It aims to ful-

fill its mandate through training, technical

assistance, research, publication, and col-

lection and dissemination of relevant infor-

mation and documentation, and has

focused on linkages between trade and

human rights in a recent policy paper enti-

tled, WTO & Human Rights: Examining Link-

ages and Suggesting Convergence.

International Federation of Human Rights

(FIDH) [HR/NGO]

http://www.fidh.org/

English

The International Federation of Human

rights (FIDH) is an umbrella group of inter-

national human rights NGOs that promotes

the protection of human rights through edu-

cation, research and advocacy. The FIDH

hosted a training workshop on trade and

human rights in 2005, and published a

report, Understanding Global Trade and

Human Rights. The organization’s Web site

provides resources and further links on the

intersection of trade, business and human

rights.

International Institute for Environment

and Development (IIED) [E/NGO/TI]

http://www.iied.org/

English

The International Institute for Environment

and Development is an independent non-

profit organization with a mission to pro-

mote sustainable patterns of world

development through collaborative

research, policy studies, consensus build-

ing and public information. In an effort to

design “policies that work,” IIED explores

and analyzes the linkages between environ-

mental, economic and social factors that

affect development, and has a program

focus on trade, markets and sustainable

development.

International Institute for Sustainable

Development (IISD) [E/G/NGO/TI]

http://www.iisd.org/

English

The International Institute for Sustainable

Development (IISD) is a non-profit organiza-

tion that aims to contribute to sustainable

development by advancing policy recom-

mendations on issues such as interna-

tional trade and investment; economic

policy; climate change; management and

assessment; and natural resources man-

agement. The Web site offers resources on

linking trade and non-trade issues, and

also posts information on major environ-

ment and development negotiations and

conferences.
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International Labor Organization (ILO)

[G/L/NGO]

http://www.ilo.org/

English 

A United Nations specialized agency, the

International Labor Organization (ILO) aims

to promote social justice and internation-

ally recognized labor rights. ILO programs

include the occupational safety and health

hazard alert system and the labor stan-

dards and human rights programs. The Web

site offers information on country-specific

labor standards and trade union activities.

In addition, resources are available on link-

ages with trade issues, including the

Report of the World Commission on the

Social Dimension of Globalization.

Oxfam International [E/G/HR/L/NGO/TI]

http://www.oxfam.org/eng/

English

Oxfam is an international charity based in

Oxford, England, that organizes famine

relief and promotes development. It is a

confederation of 12 organizations working

together with more than 3,000 partners in

more than 100 countries to find lasting

solutions to poverty, suffering and injustice.

It works on issues including international

trade, debt and aid, livelihoods, health,

HIV/AIDS and democracy and human

rights. Its Make Trade Fair campaign calls

on governments, institutions and multina-

tional companies to make trade part of the

solution to poverty, not part of the problem.

The campaign has published a report in

which it analyzes international trade rules

and calls for a change of unfair trade rules.

Information on this campaign can be found

at: http://www.maketradefair.com/.

Play Fair at the Olympics [G/L/NGO/TI]

http://www.fairolympics.org/

English

Play Fair is an organization that works with

other international organizations such as

Oxfam, Clean Clothes Campaign and Make

Trade Fair to campaign actively against the

abuse of workers’ rights in the sportswear

industry. The organization published a

report in 2004 documenting the state of

workers rights in the sportswear industry.

Sinopolis.com [E/TI]

http://www.sinopolis.com/

English

Sinopolis is an online information database

of all news articles on China. The website

has special sections on topics such as

education, business, environment and legal

reform. 

Sweatshop Watch [L/NGO/TI]

http://www.sweatshopwatch.org/

English

Sweatshop Watch is a coalition of labor,

community, civil rights, immigrant rights,

women’s rights, and religious and student

organizations fighting for the elimination of

sweatshop conditions in the global garment

industry. 

Third World Network (TWN)

[E/G/HR/NGO/TI]

http://www.twnside.org.sg/

English

TWN is an independent non-profit interna-

tional network of organizations and individ-

uals involved in issues relating to

development, the Third World and North-

South issues. Its objectives are to conduct

research on economic, social and environ-

mental issues pertaining to the South; pub-

lish books and magazines; organize and

participate in seminars; and provide a plat-

form representing broadly Southern inter-

ests and perspectives at international fora

such as UN conferences and processes.

The Web site posts its books, articles and

position papers, as well as background

information on issues such as trade and

WTO, trade and development, human rights

and environment.

3D Trade—Human Rights—Equitable

Economy [G/HR/NGO/TI]

http://www.3dthree.org/

English

3D aims to promote an equitable economy

by strengthening the connection between

human rights advocates and policymakers

in trade. The Web site provides information

on issues linking trade and human rights,

and posts position papers, presentations

and articles on relevant topics. A recent

article entitled “The WTO, Trade, and

Human Rights” discusses aspects of the

current international trade regime that

undermine the protection of human rights,

as well as strategies to mainstream human

rights issues within the WTO and within

international trade policy in general.

United Nations Development Program

(UNDP) [E/G/M]

http://www.undp.org.cn/

The UNDP is a UN agency that seeks to

ensure the most effective use of UN and

international aid resources in working with

166 countries on their own solutions to

global and national development challenges.

The mission of the UNDP China office is to

make a critical contribution to reducing

poverty in China by supporting initiatives to

achieve growth with equity, gender equality

and environmental sustainability. Practice

areas include democratic governance,

poverty reduction, energy and environment,

and HIV/AIDS and development.

United Nations Office of the High

Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR)

[G/HR/L/M/TI]

http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/trade/

index.htm

English

This site is dedicated to the OHCHR’s work

on human rights, trade and investment. The

site posts papers published by the OHCHR

on related issues such as intellectual prop-

erty protection, agriculture trade, trade in

services, investment, globalization and Mil-

lennium Development Goals. Among the

documents of particular interest:

• Final Congress Statement on Interna-

tional Labor Standards and Trade Work-

ers’ Rights in the World Trading System

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/links

/congresslabour.html 

• UN Norms on the Responsibilities of

Transnational Corporations and Other

Business Enterprises with Regard to

Human Rights http://www1.umn.edu/

humanrts/links/norms-Aug2003.html

United States-China Business Council

(USCBC) [TI]

http://www.uschina.org/

English

The United States-China Business Council

is a member-supported, private non-profit

organization. It was founded in 1973 and

originally served to promote the interests of

U.S. businesses in China in the absence of

formal diplomatic relations. The Council

provides Business Advisory Services on a

range of business concerns for U.S. busi-

nesses working in China, and its Web site

offers resources such as updates of Chi-

nese trade and investment statistics. In
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addition, information can be found on Chi-

nese legal changes that relate to trade and

investment.

U.S.-China Economic and Security Review

Commission (USCESRC) [G/TI]

http://www.uscc.gov/index.html

This U.S. government body was established

to monitor, investigate and submit to the

U.S. Congress an annual report on the

national security implications of bilateral

trade and the economic relationship

between the U.S. and China. Annual

reports analyze, among other issues,

China’s implementation of commitments

under its WTO Accession package, and a

study was released in February 2005 enti-

tled, U.S.-China Trade, 1989–2003: Impact

on Jobs and Industries, Nationally and State-

by-State. 

The World Bank Group [G/M/TI]

http://www.worldbank.org

English, Chinese

A group of five international organizations

responsible for providing finance to coun-

tries, the World Bank Group states that its

purpose is to promote development and

poverty reduction, and encourage and safe-

guard international investment. In addition

to making loans to various countries, the

World Bank researches and publishes

reports about development projects world-

wide. The World Bank office in China has its

own Web site, http://www.worldbank.org.

cn/English/main.asp, that provides infor-

mation on Chinese economic performance

and investment. It also provides a quarterly

update on China’s macroeconomic perform-

ance.

World Monitors Inc. (WMI) [HR/TI]

http://www.worldmonitors.com/

English

WMI is a non-profit organization that aims

to provide information and strategic advice

to corporations with regard to human

rights. The WMI Web site provides informa-

tion services, including a weekly e-newslet-

ter on issues relating to the

interconnection between business and

human rights; a quarterly newsletter cover-

ing legal developments in business and

human rights; and an upcoming report on

business and human rights development in

China.

World Trade Organization (WTO) [E/M/TI]

http://www.wto.org/

English 

The WTO is an international inter-govern-

mental organization that governs the rules

of trade between nations. The WTO’s Web

site hosts all of the organizations founding

and legal documents. The Web site offers

some resources on non-trade issues, but

generally only officially considers the

impact of environmental policies on trade,

and of the impact of trade on the environ-

ment, which can be found at its Trade and

Environment page. The Web site also hosts

all the countries’ accession packages and

related documents.

World-Online WTO portal (WTO) [TI]

http://www.xwto.com/

Chinese

This site is an informational portal on

China-WTO issues hosted by a former jour-

nalist. It has a large collection of news arti-

cles and analysis on issues related to

China’s WTO membership.

WTO Guide (WTO) [CH/TI]

http://www.wtoguide.net/

Chinese

WTO Guide is an online magazine that

reports on the latest WTO events and activi-

ties, and also provides a review of issues

and policy related to China’s WTO member-

ship. The WTO Guide promotes a stronger

engagement for China in the global economy

as a means to make it more competitive.

WTO Law Forum (WTO) [CH/G/TI]

http://www.wtolaw.gov.cn/

Chinese

The WTO Law Forum is a government-spon-

sored website to promote China’s growing

involvement in the WTO. The site provides a

wealth of resources from legal documents

to economic laws and experts opinions on

a wide range of WTO issues. A report pub-

lished on August 1, 2005 analyzes the

impact of China’s emerging role in global

trade using the most recent anti-dumping

movement targeting China’s shoe industry

as the backdrop.

WTO Reference Center in China (WTO)

[CH/M/TI]

http://www.wtoinfo.net.cn

Chinese

The WTO Reference Center in China is a joint

project of the WTO and UNCTAD. Launched

in 1997, it seeks to promote the WTO in

China and provide information on China’s

WTO membership, events and analysis. The

site also offers a review of China’s progress

after joining the WTO in 2001.
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