
China’s rise as a political and economic
power is garnering increasing attention in the
international press, including a cover story in
Time magazine in June. Some Chinese dissi-
dents inside and outside of China, however,
feel that important viewpoints are being neg-
lected.

Dear Editors:
I am a Chinese, and I would like to represent the views of

some Chinese readers who share views that diverge from the
group of articles that Time published under the cover story
entitled “China’s New Revolution” on June 27.1 We think these
articles concerning China are one-sided and possibly over-
reliant on official information that your journalists collected in
the course of their personal contacts with Beijing officials,
with the result that they reflect a flawed understanding of the
true situation in China.2

Throughout history, western sinologists and journalists
viewing issues concerning China have encountered a problem:
their standpoints have often been influenced by the Chinese
government.This problem existed during the Great Leap For-
ward period as well as during the Cultural Revolution. In our
opinion, to propagate or to echo the myth of China’s rise and
China’s stability created by China’s Central Propaganda Depart-
ment not only encourages the arrogance of the Beijing dicta-
torship in its dealings with domestic and international issues,
it also deals an injustice to the millions of ordinary Chinese
who suffer from both economical hardship and political disas-
ter. Offering compliments to an unjust system disregards and
humiliates all those who fight against this injustice, and those
who are trampled by it.

Behind the smiling factory worker
Between bonuses and overtime, [Liu Li] makes as much as
$120 a month, nearly twice what she says she would have
made if she had stayed closer to home, and she saves more
than half of it. It’s a tough life, but Liu and her friends in the
factory talk about their “coming out” from the villages as

their chance to see the world . . . Liu doesn’t expect to sew
seams forever. In two years she hopes to save enough to study
for a better job and move on.3

“China’s New Revolution” starts out with the story of a 20-
year-old village girl named Liu Li who works in a factory pro-
ducing clothes for export to the United States.This lucky girl
earns $120 per month, the article says. I believe the journalist
who wrote this article may not have noticed reports written by
brave Chinese journalists about the prevalence of child labor in
Chinese factories, and about the fact that even adult workers
such as Liu Li enjoy neither basic benefits nor labor union pro-
tection. More importantly, Liu Li is not representative of the
typical fate of Chinese village girls.

On May 21, 2003, Liu Shaojia, a senior lecturer in the
Department of Economics at Brunel University in England,
published a commentary on the BBC Web site. Quoting from
an investigation of the conditions of Chinese prostitutes sub-
mitted by a sociologist from the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Liu noted that there are three main sources of prosti-
tutes in China.The majority, she said, were originally girls who
left their villages to work in factories. For example, the com-
mentary said there was a factory in Dongguan, Guangdong
Province, that hired more than a hundred girls from Sichuan,
but within two years more than half of those girls became
prostitutes.The remaining girls were reportedly prevented
from joining the profession due to personal shortcomings.

The second source of prostitutes consisted of girls who
were deceptively lured from their hometowns by organized
pimps known as “chicken heads” (“chicken” being Chinese
slang for a prostitute).The unfortunate fate of these country
girls was closely related to the poverty and social inequity in
China. If these girls were lucky enough to find jobs in the city,
their monthly income would be at most 600 or 700 yuan
(about $77–$90 according to the exchange rate at that time),
leaving them almost nothing after paying for their living
expenses and mailing money back home to support their fami-
lies.The writer observed that these village girls clearly worked
themselves to the bone for the sake of the “Made in China”
label, but had no more to show for it than those who did noth-
ing at all; they belonged to the same impoverished income
stratum.

BY REN BUMEI

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE 
EDITORS OF TIME MAGAZINE
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So, how many prostitutes are there in China? The BBC arti-
cle provides data showing that China’s prostitution industry
generates hundreds of billions yuan each year. Other relevant
data show that individual prostitutes earn between 10 and
1,000 yuan per transaction.

Being abducting and sold is another miserable fate suffered
by village girls.The official Xinhua News Agency reported on
October 20, 2000 that police had rescued more than 110,000
kidnapped women and 13,000 children since April of that
year.An article in Southern Metropolitan Daily on December 2, 2003
revealed that more than 50,000 abandoned Chinese babies had
been adopted by foreign families, and that this number was
continuing to increase. Hong Kong’s Apple Daily criticized China
for “exporting orphans for income of 750 million yuan per
year.” For many people, this kind of “China Rise” is a source of
deep shame and embarrassment.

Further background to the case of Liu Li is China’s unem-
ployment crisis. Some experts report that the total unemploy-
ment rate, including urban and rural areas, is 21.6 percent,
with a large portion of this figure comprised of “village sur-
plus labor.”

Deceptive stability
[F]or the 16 years since the massacre near Tiananmen Square
in 1989, China has enjoyed more stable leadership and pros-
perity than at any time in the past 150 years . . .To be sure, . . .
all sorts of tensions over land use and workers’ rights and
free speech and endemic corruption and environmental
despoliation loom, and they come into view in a startling
number of riots and protests—big ones, too. But compared
with what China has been through in living memory, these
are good times.4

The extravagant praise the Time articles lavished on China’s
stability was surprising to say the least. Even the Chinese gov-
ernment is well aware of how stability is achieved in China,
and whether or not Chinese society is genuinely stable.Your
journalists may not be aware of the basic national policy of
“stability above all else” established by Deng Xiaoping and
Jiang Zemin after 1989, but should at least be familiar with the
classic criticism leveled by Tacitus against the tyrants of Rome:
“Where they make a wasteland, they call it peace.”5 What is the
nature of China’s stability? The Communist regime has made
our nation into one big labor camp and then calls it stable.

According to a news item on Chinesenews.com on July 7,
2005, Li Jingtian, vice-minister of the Chinese Organization
Department, acknowledged during a press conference, “There
have been some situations occurring in the Chinese country-
side recently that we refer to as ‘mass events’....We have
reached a key stage in the construction of our modernization
and reform, in which the national average per capita income is
$1,000 to $3,000. Some people describe this as a golden
development stage, and others as a time when contradictions
come to the surface. So as the reforms continue to progress and
develop, some contradictions will become evident in mass
events.”6

How serious are these mass events in China? According to a

report in Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post on July 7, Zhou
Yongkang, China’s minister of Public Security, told a meeting
of the Standing Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference that the number of mass demonstra-
tions in China had increased sharply from 10,000 in 1994 to
74,000 last year.7This data is only an indicator, as the number
of disturbances is clearly even greater.

A society in which mass demonstrations occur at a rate of
70,000 to 80,000 per year is called a harmonious and stable
society.The fact that stability is achieved through brutal and
ironclad suppression by the police and military clearly exposes
the basic nature and conditions of China’s stability.

Recently, the tragic events in Dingzhou, Hebei Province
shocked China and the world.8 But in fact, it is a routine occur-
rence for the government to use police power and underworld
violence to plunder civilians and suppress protest. In
Dingzhou, at the very least, these words on the stability of
China should be burned to ashes.

Progress in human rights
Not long ago, it would have been unimaginable for [peti-
tioner Wang Ling] to so openly criticize the government or to
arm herself with the law —and all while sipping cappuccino.
True,Wang hasn’t found justice yet, but compared with the
repression of the past, when complainers went to jail and the
Communist Part controlled every aspect of life, China can be
exhilaratingly free . . .The government can still be brutal—
particularly with anyone who tries to organize politically . . .
The government also controls the media . . . and it blocks
websites it doesn’t like . . . Should China be praised for its
progress on human rights or criticized for its continued fail-
ings? Probably both . . .A key test of China’s tolerance is reli-
gion. From Buddhism to Christianity, religion is flourishing.9

We are especially astonished by the Time article reporting
that problems such as human rights and freedom of religion
have greatly improved in China.The article states that Chinese
people can now publicly criticize the government and can
“arm themselves with the law.”This approaches an outright lie.
The formal arrest of the Internet essayist Li Jianping at the end
of June10 (on charges of publishing articles that “slandered the
government” on the Internet) and the trial of Pastor Cai Zhuo-
hua in July 11 (on charges of “illegal business management”)
are among the most recent and clear refutations of this false-
hood. Since June 4, 1989, members of the China Democracy
Party alone have racked up prison sentences totaling more than
100 years. Chinese people have never enjoyed the right to
openly criticize their government, much less legal avenues to
protect themselves.

The Communist regime has made our
nation into one big labor camp and then
calls it stable.

On May 25 this year, Robert Godden, the regional cam-
paign coordinator for Amnesty International’s Asia Pacific
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Regional Office in Hong Kong, said Chinese human right
defenders and civil society organizers are arbitrarily detained
or put under house arrest during politically sensitive periods.
He said the Chinese government also suppresses spiritual
movements and the activities of religion organizations such as
Falun Gong and unofficial Catholic churches. In Amnesty Interna-
tional Annual Report 2005:The State of the World’s Human Rights, the
organization reports that extensive and severe human right
violations exist throughout mainland China, and that “tens of
thousands of people continued to be detained or imprisoned
in violation of their fundamental human rights and were at
high risk of torture or ill-treatment.” Mass protests over forced
relocations without adequate compensation are on the rise,
Amnesty reports, and China continues to use the global “War
on Terror” to rationalize its suppression of Muslim Uighurs in
Xinjiang. Freedom of expression and religion are also severely
restricted in Tibet and other Tibetan areas of China.12

Si-si Liu, the chair of Amnesty International’s Hong Kong
division, pointed out that the Chinese authorities continue to
use the criminal law, subversion, state secrets and other
ambiguous national security criminal charges to prosecute
peaceful activists and advocates of reform. Lawyers, journalists,
AIDS activists and housing advocates all suffer harassment,
detention or imprisonment simply for attempting to report
human rights violations, push for reform or request compen-

sation for those whose right have been violated. Noting the
large number of executions in China, Liu said that of 3,790
known cases of executions worldwide, 3,400 were carried out
in China. Liu believes that the actual number of executions is
much higher, estimating that the number of people executed
in China each year may exceed 10,000.

In March this year, the executive director of the Committee
to Protect Journalists (CPJ),Ann Cooper, told Washington’s
National Press Club that the CPJ’s 2004 annual report, Attacks on
the Press, listed 122 journalists imprisoned around the world,
and 42, or one third of the total, were imprisoned in China.
Abi Wright, coordinator of the CPJ’s Asia division, said that
China has topped the list of countries imprisoning journalists
for six years running, and that the number of journalists
imprisoned in China during that period had doubled. Recent
years had seen increases in the number of Internet journalists
and writers targeted by the Chinese authorities,Wright
observed, but on traditional journalists have also been rising.13

The cases of several editors of the Southern Metropolitan Daily and
Zhao Yan, a researcher for The New York Times, illustrate the prob-
lems Chinese journalists continue to face.

[T]hree years after Hu took power, the way in which he
intends to secure stability has become apparent—and it’s not
what many foreign observers expected. Many hoped he

Laid-off workers pack a job fair in Xi’an. Photo: Getty Images
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would be a reformer, allowing alternative sources of power,
like the media, regional government, independent judges
and prosecutors, to balance central control . . . In power,
however, Hu has come across as more of a communist tradi-
tionalist.Within the past six months, the party has started
something of a crackdown on both traditional and new
media . . . In essence, the thinking goes, party discipline
guarantees stability, which in turn breeds national strength.14

The year 2004 was disappointing for many of those who
had set great and sincere hopes in President Hu Jintao. Time
obviously tried to change the spin on this widespread disap-
pointment, but unfortunately presented no convincing data.
China’s Ministry of Information Industry (MII) announced
recently as of June 30, 2005, any domestic Internet Web sites
that did not register with the MII would be suspended. Inter-
net servers that continue to host such Web sites are now liable
to a fine of 10,000 yuan. Xinhuanet.com reported that at pres-
ent about one quarter of China’s Web sites face temporarily
closure because of their failure to register.According to a
Channel NewsAsia report, official figures showed there were
about 669,000 Internet Web sites with the “.cn” suffix as of
the end of last year.This figure does not include domestic Web
sites using the “.com” suffix. If this figure is accurate, some
170,000 Web sites are likely to be suspended.

With the situation for freedom of expression seriously
deteriorating, and human rights abuses well documented,
describing China as making progress in human rights is inex-
plicable.The truth is that the victims of China’s human rights
crisis are not only dissidents and brave journalists; the lack of
freedom and legal recourse places every ordinary Chinese citi-
zen in a climate of fear on a daily basis.The Chinese press has
in recent months exposed ten cases of blatant injustice in
which innocent people were found to have been imprisoned
or even executed for murder, rape or other crimes they never
committed.15

And what about the situation of “right of life” in China? An
academic study found that in 2003, 13.6 out of every 100,000
Chinese died in traffic or industrial accidents or fires, an
increase from 4.4 per 100,000 in 1979. Elaborating on the
problem, Outlook Weekly in April 2004 published an article enti-
tled “To Test the Transforming Social System” that revealed a breakdown
of the causes of deaths in China each year, which included: 1)
120,000 deaths from tuberculosis, and an unknown number
from snail fever and AIDS; 2) at least 287,000 suicides each
year; 3) 184 reported dead of food poisoning in 2001, with
experts estimating an actual number of deaths ten times greater;
4) nearly 140,000 deaths resulting from industrial accidents;
5) thousands of deaths every year because of natural disasters;
6) 2,300 deaths or injuries and losses totaling 20 billion yuan
each year from fires; 7) nearly 70,000 dead as a result of vari-
ous criminal incidents; 8) approximately 100,000 deaths from
traffic accidents; and 9) at least 10,000 executed as a result of
the death penalty.A rough calculation suggests that more than
800,000 Chinese suffer premature deaths in China each year.

Any other country with statistics like these would face
national humiliation and universal condemnation.We cannot

understand why China, where such tragedies occur constantly,
is praised for its progress in human rights.This amounts to a
special kind of racial discrimination, suggesting that it is right
and proper for Chinese to be tortured by police and die unnat-
ural deaths, and that related cases do not constitute human
rights problems. Dear editors, this is not acceptable.

Elitist sentiments
From tycoon to nationalist, gay-rights lawyer to maverick
moviemaker, these people are shaping a proud new century.16

The writers of the Time magazine articles said they inter-
viewed various members of the Chinese elite, from business
magnates to nationalists; from political dissidents to local offi-
cials who heed the popular will; from lawyers concerned with
gay rights to writers and movie stars.The articles used the ideas
and actions of these representative figures to illustrate praise-
worthy developments in China.

It is worth mentioning that on May 9, Newsweek published a
cover story entitled “China’s Century” that devoted 21 pages to
an even more intensive report on China’s praiseworthy devel-
opments.17The article says, “China’s rise is no longer a predic-
tion. It is a fact,” and cites Shanghai as “the most astonishing
model of growth.”The Newsweek article notes that China’s
growth is bringing “amazing benefits for the world, and in
particular for America,” and quotes figures showing that China
has “grown around 9 percent a year for more than 25 years,
the fastest growth rate for a major economy in recorded his-
tory. In that same period it has moved 300 million people out
of poverty and quadrupled the average Chinese person’s
income.”

The story added that “the Chinese leadership has to be
given credit for this historic achievement” without any cata-
strophic social upheavals, while quoting Indian officials as not-
ing that Chinese officials “don’t have to worry about voters.”

I don’t know which political dissident Time interviewed,
and how this dissident exemplified China’s praiseworthy
accomplishments to Americans. But I do know those various
members of the Chinese elite are not representative of the bil-
lions of ordinary people in China.

China’s political ascendency is based on
political crimes that would never be
considered acceptable in the U.S. or other
western countries.

I know that Shanghai is “the most astonishing model of
growth,” but Shanghai is not China. I know that China’s statis-
tics regarding GDP and annual growth are highly contentious,
and that any conclusions based on this official data must
remain dubious. I know that while 300 million Chinese
emerged from poverty, they were replaced by many others, and
I know how that quadrupling of per capita income was distrib-
uted among ordinary citizens. I know that the “political ascen-
dancy” that is supposed to be such a source of pride for China
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is based on political crimes that would never under any cir-
cumstances be considered acceptable in the U.S. or other west-
ern countries, and I must emphasize here, they are just as
unacceptable in China.

The following facts and figures should help your magazine
and some western readers gain a better understanding of
China:

• Zhu Qingfang, “China’s Social Harmony in Figures”18

China’s expenditure on social development is low
compared with the rest of world. For example, the per-
centage of GDP that China’s spends on social welfare, edu-
cation and health was 7 percent in 2003, compared with
16 percent in the U.S. and 30 percent in France, and also
substantially lower than the range of 27 percent to 10
percent in Poland, Russia, Iran, Brazil and South Africa.
Spending on health is the lowest, making up only 0.4–0.5
percent of GDP over the long term, and declining over
time.

At a news conference in the end of 2004, the Vice-Min-
ister of Health said health spending made up only 1.6–1.7
percent of the central government’s budget over the last few
years, and 70 percent of this expenditure was applied to the
urban areas, which make up only 30 percent of China’s
population. In the countryside, 40 to 60 percent of resi-
dents were impoverished by medical expenses, and in the
central-western region, the percentage of deaths attributa-
ble to illness was as high as 60 to 80 percent. In 2003, the
Health Ministry reported a 6.7 percent increase in out-
breaks of infectious disease, with the death rate increasing
to 37 percent.Among 191 countries rated by the World
Health Organization for their performance in health, China
ranked 144th, and in respect of fair distribution of its
health costs, China placed 188th, lower than India, Egypt,
Pakistan and Burma.

China’s spending on education has always hovered
around 2 percent of GDP, and increases in education
spending consistently lag behind increases in GDP.The
educational elastic coefficient has long remained below 1
percent, averaging 290 yuan (about $35) per capita in
2003, about 2.7 percent of the $1,406 per capita
recorded in the U.S. in the 1990s.The national illiteracy
rate among people aged 15 or older was 11 percent in
2003, and in areas such as Tibet, Guizhou,Yunnan, Gansu
and Qinghai it was as high as 20 to 55 percent.The per-
centage of the total population with a tertiary education is
5.1 percent, but in the western regions it is only 1 to 4
percent.According to a survey of students at Peking and
Tsinghua universities, only 20 percent came from the
countryside. Not too surprisingly, the percentage of
people with college and university degrees in the cities is
higher than in the countryside by a factor of 55 and 280
respectively.

(These figures contrast noticeably with military spend-
ing.The government announced in March that it planned to
increase military spending by 12.6 percent this year.The
Stockholm International Peace Institute’s report on recent

trends in military expenditure showed that world military
expenditure in 2004 reached an estimated $1,035 billion,
just six percent lower than the cold war peak in 1987.The
U.S., China and India have shown the most rapid
increases.19 Dr.Yu Maochun, associate professor at the
United States Naval Academy, said the actual figure for Chi-
nese military expenditure is probably 70 percent higher
than the officially acknowledged figure.)

• Sun Liping, “Some features of income disparity since the
1990s”20

According to international standards, the most desirable
Gini coefficients fall below 0.3; a range of 0.3–0.4 is average,
while over 0.4 is the alarm threshold, and when the Gini
coefficient reaches 0.6 a society could be in the danger of
social upheaval at any time. China’s Gini coefficient was
0.4581 by the end of the 1990s, and reached 0.460 in 2002.

Up to the end of 2000, 80 percent of China’s capital
assets were controlled by urban residents, who made up
only 30 percent of the total population, and half of these
assets were controlled by the wealthiest 20 percent of urban
residents. In other words, 40 percent of China’s capital
assets were controlled by only 6 percent of its population.
Some reports indicate that wealth is even more concen-
trated. For instance, a survey of urban residents in 1999
found that the wealthiest 5 percent held half of China’s 6
trillion yuan in bank deposits.

The urban-rural gap was only 1 to 1.86 in 1985, but has
increased yearly since then; it now stands at 1 to 3.21, and
is actually probably closer to 1 to 6.This disparity outstrips
that in any other country in the world.

• He Qinglian, Unraveling the Secrets of the Last Half of the 20th Century21

The Chinese government purposely avoids the concept
of per capita GDP.Although China has a large total GDP, its
per capita GDP is barely over $1,000, still qualifying China
as a country requiring aid from the international commu-
nity. GDP is an index of economic growth, but there are too
many other things that it cannot measure. First, it cannot
measure the environmental cost a society pays for rapid
economic growth. Second, it can not measure whether
social wealth is fairly distributed.Third, it cannot measure
the growth of social welfare in the form of pension funds,
medical insurance and compulsory education. In the year
2003, China consumed 30 percent of the world’s petro-
leum, 30 percent of its steel, 40 percent of its cement and a
quarter of its global direct investment. In terms of the total
amount of energy and raw materials consumed, every step
in China’s economic growth places heavy demands on the
world’s resources.

• Reuters, “Abject poverty in China rises after a long
decline”22

Among China’s poorest people, some 29 million live in
absolute poverty on an annual income of less than $81.
Another 49 million have annual incomes of only
$81–$112 dollars. Noting that China’s definition of abject
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poverty is much lower than the international definition,
Reuters said 140 million Chinese qualify as living in abject
poverty according to the international standard of less than
$1 per day.

Also, Xinhuanet.com reported in 2003 that 14.6 million
Chinese had emerged from poverty, but at the same time
15.4 million returned to poverty. Xinhua noted that the
Chinese standard for poverty was only 1/13 of the World
Bank standard. Minister of Commerce Bo Xilai recently
acknowledged during an official trip that there were 90
million Chinese living on less than 2.50 yuan per day, and
that 200 million rural Chinese were impoverished by World
Bank standards.23

• Financial Times, “‘Chinese century’ is still a long march away”24

In two large merger cases in which Chinese companies
played leading roles, Lenovo and TCL achieved their goal
by selling their equity very cheaply.Although TCL pur-
chased Thomson SA’s television assets for almost no cash,
Thomson retained a one-third stake in the TV business,
with an option to convert the stake into TCL shares. Lenovo
paid IBM a total of $1.75 billion in cash and assumption of
debt, and also gave IBM a 19 percent stake in Lenovo. In
these two deals, western companies unloaded unprofitable
businesses to considerable advantage, while for the Chi-
nese companies the deals had the air of a desperate gam-

ble.These deals contrasted strongly with that between Tai-
wan’s BenQ and Siemens of Germany. Siemens paid BenQ
about 250 million Euros in cash to take over its ailing
mobile telephone business, and an additional 50 million
Euros for a 2.5 percent stake in BenQ. In addition, BenQ
gained rights to all patents held by the Siemens mobile
handset unit. Financial Times concluded, “The Taiwanese
company was in the driver’s seat, while the Chinese ones
were taken for a ride.”

• HongKong Commercial Daily, “Runaway debt fuels China’s new
prosperity”25

From 2002 to 2004 alone, the amount of debt in
China’s financial system increased 58 percent, hitting
$785 billion dollars. In October 2004, China’s Banking
Regulatory Commission admitted that the delinquency
rate for $22 billion in automotive loans since 2002
exceeded 50 percent. Capital management companies have
became not only the dumping ground for bad loans from
commercial banks, but also for failed investment groups,
publicly listed companies and government infrastructure
projects.The government has authorized capital manage-
ment companies to issue bonds, but refuses to take clear
responsibility for compensation on those bonds.At the
same time, the Chinese government also used tens of bil-
lions in foreign exchange reserves to shore up state banks
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Children of migrant workers attend a lesson in a school for migrants in Beijing. Photo: Reuters
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in an obvious attempt to prepare them for listings on over-
seas stock markets.

The myth of China’s rise is centered on China’s “economic
miracle.”The big problem with this “economic miracle” is
that it has almost nothing to do with ordinary Chinese, or
rather it could be said that the majority of Chinese live in the
shadow of the myth of China’s rise. Citing lack of turmoil as
proof that China is on the road to success is a specious argu-
ment, because temporary appearances cannot be used as long-
term evidence. In fact, even China’s so-called economic
miracle loses some of its gloss when compared with the Third
Reich in the 1900s.Taking employment as example, at the
beginning of 1933, when Hitler came to power, Germany’s
unemployment rate was 33 percent.The number of jobless
dropped by a third by the end of that year, and continued to
decrease annually, reaching one percent by 1938. Between
1933 and 1938, Germany’s GDP increased 102 percent, an
average annual increase of 11 percent.At that time the whole
western world cheered on the Nazis’ economic miracle, or
“Germany’s Rise,” as well as the exceptional financial skills of
economics minister Dr. Hjalmar Schacht.The lessons of his-
tory are all too easy to forget, and this world is still woefully
shortsighted and eager for a quick fix.

The big problem with China’s “economic
miracle” is that it has almost nothing to do
with ordinary Chinese.

Of course, China is not an aggressive country; that is not the
nature of its people. Still, the political structure of China is sur-
prisingly similar to that of the Third Reich. For that reason, if
China has not achieved this level of economic success, it is dis-
honest to create the myth of China’s rise. On the other hand, if
China has achieved a measure of economic progress, it is
unjust for commentaries to ignore the political misdeeds of a
totalitarian nation.

Environmental sacrifices
The World Bank calls China home to 16 of the 20 most pol-
luted cities on earth, making the country’s blighted environ-
ment a cautionary corollary to its economic success.
Environmental degradation robs the nation of up to 12 per-
cent of its GDP, according to the World Bank, and each year
300,000 Chinese die prematurely of respiratory ailments.26

One Time article criticized China’s environmental pollution.
But we actually have a Chinese official report that more than
adequately expresses the price China’s environment has paid
for economic growth. Pan Yue, vice-minister of China’s State
Environmental Protection administration, said recently that
according to statistics from 2003, 90 percent of the sections of
Chinese rivers that flow through cities are seriously polluted.
Nearly 300 million rural villagers drink substandard water, and
nearly a third of the urban populace lives with serious air pol-
lution.27 My question is, having acknowledged that China’s

economic growth is paid for by sacrificing its environment, on
what basis can this criminal economy be praised? Is it a matter
of national chauvinism or of commercial self-interest? For the
time being, the beneficiaries of the economic growth to which
China’s environment is sacrificed are Chinese politicians and
oversea businessmen. But I believe that our entire country, our
next generation and eventually the whole world will eventually
pay a disastrous price for it.

China needs tough love
Dear editors, we love our country in our own way, and I
believe it is in the same way that you Americans love your
country. No one wishes more than us for China to rise, and
especially for every Chinese to enjoy a life of freedom and
plenty. But making this dream a reality will require honesty,
not idle boasting.A great Russian writer wrote a hundred years
ago, “I love my motherland, and therefore I do not lie to her.” I
think this should be the standard we take upon ourselves from
this day forward.

America is a great nation. Its undertakings in the cause of
human justice have won it great respect throughout the
world. But I need to tell you today, the China described in
your magazine is not the China I know.The China I know does
not deserve any praise from China or America,Asia or the
world.

In 1949 Mao Zedong told the Chinese people, “You have
stood up,” and many in the international community echoed
his words. Fifty years later, some 80 million of those Chinese
who “stood up” have suffered unnatural deaths.Today, Jiang
Zemin and Hu Jintao tell the world that China is flourishing, is
harmonious, China is rising, and again the international con-
sensus, including Time magazine, chimes along. But in the
midst of China’s rise, 200 million Chinese, roughly the entire
population of the United States, are suffering in abject poverty.
Each year 800,000 Chinese, equal to the population of a small
or medium-sized American city, die unnatural deaths, while
thousands of others are imprisoned for honestly expressing
their views to the government.This government blocks the
Internet in an information age, and turns the nation’s ecosys-
tem into an uninhabitable wasteland.

That is why I want to tell you here, most Chinese want
China to rise, but it has not risen, not yet. In the midst of this
degeneration, we must not do evil and harm ourselves; rather,
we should confess our guilt and be saved.

Please pray for China.
I will also pray for you.

Ren Bumei
July 9, 2005 in Montreal

Translated by Wang Ai

The original Chinese article can be accessed on a number of
Web sites, including that of ChinaEForum: http://www.
chinaeforum.com/ShowPost.aspx?PostID=27412.
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