
1
2
7

C
H

IN
A

R
IG

H
TS

 F
O

R
U

M
N

O
. 

3
,

2
0

0
6

R
E

G
U

LA
R

 F
E

AT
U

R
E

S

Action Page 

COMPILED BY VICTORIA KWAN

Rights defenders focus on a range of issues, including political reform, environment and resettlement compensation. What they have in

common is the courage of their convictions, and the suppressive force of the Chinese authorities.

Tan Kai (b. ca. 1976) was a computer tech-

nician who cofounded the environmental

group Green Watch (Lüse guancha) in April

2005 in response to reports in Huashui

Town, Zhejiang Province that pollution from

a chemical factory was destroying crops

and causing birth defects. In mid-October

that year, Green Watch opened a bank

account under Tan Kai’s name to raise the

30,000 yuan required under Chinese law

for registration as a local organization. On

October 19, the group’s six founders were

detained, and while five were subsequently

released, Green Watch was formally

banned in November. Tan was eventually

charged with “illegally obtaining state

secrets” for making a routine backup copy

of the hard drive of a Zhejiang Communist

Party committee member’s computer while

repairing it. Tan’s closed trial began at

Hangzhou Municipality’s Xihu District Court

in May 2006. Following a postponement in

June, Tan was sentenced to 18 months in

prison on August 10, 2006. 

Fu Xiancai (b. 1965) was a farmer and

activist for villagers in Hubei Province reset-

tled for construction of the Three Gorges

Dam. On May 19, 2006, Fu gave an inter-

view to the German television station ARD

in which he criticized resettlement terms.

On June 8, Fu was summoned to the Zigui

County Public Security Bureau and ques-

tioned regarding the interview. On his way

home, he was struck in the neck by an

unknown assailant, resulting in three bro-

ken vertebrae and paralysis. After the local

hospital refused to perform surgery on Fu

without payment up front, the German gov-

ernment covered the costs. Since then, Fu

and his family have remained under heavy

surveillance. Fu believes local police were

involved in the attack or knew of it in

advance, as public security personnel had

participated in or condoned harassment

against him several times in the preceding

year. However, in July 2006 an official inves-

tigation concluded that Fu’s injuries were

“self-inflicted.” 

Wang Xiaoning (b. 1950) maintained elec-

tronic journals through Yahoo! Groups with

titles such as “Democratic Reform Free

Forum” and “Current Political Commentary”

between 2000 and 2002, and also distrib-

uted them through email. Following the

posting of essays calling for democratic

reform in China and an end to official sup-

pression of peasants and labor activists,

police searched Wang’s home on Septem-

ber 1, 2002, confiscating computer files

and email records. Wang was formally

arrested on September 30 and charged

with “incitement to subvert state power.” On

September 12, 2003, based in part on evi-

dence provided by Yahoo! Holdings (Hong

Kong) Ltd., Wang was convicted and sen-

tenced to ten years in prison. His appeal

was rejected by the Supreme People’s Court

in December 2004. Wang is currently being

held at Beijing Municipal No. 2 Prison. He

has reportedly suffered physical and mental

abuse throughout his imprisonment, includ-

ing being subjected to the second most

severe form of solitary confinement. 

Join the international community in calling for the immediate and unconditional release of these and other democracy activists. Please

send letters to the designated addresses below, emphasizing the need for the rule of law, free flow of information and the right to exercise

freedom of expression. Where necessary, express concern for medical conditions and demand immediate and appropriate treatment.

Tan Kai: held at Xihu Detention Center, Zhe-

jiang Province

Mayor Sun Zhonghuan

Hangzhou Municipal People’s Government

#318 Huan Cheng Bei Lu

Hangzhou City, 31006 PRC

Phone: (571) 8525 1208

Fu Xiancai (not imprisoned) 

Governor Luo Qingquan

Hubei Provincial People’s Government

Wuhanshi, Hubei Sheng PRC 

Phone: (27) 8723 5544, 8723 5552

Wang Xiaoning: held at Beijing Municipal

No. 2 Prison 

Mayor Wang Qishan

Beijing Municipal People’s Government

2 Zhengyi Road, Dongcheng District

Beijing, 10001 PRC 

Phone: (10) 6519 2233, 6512 8080,

6308 8467

Send copies of above appeals to: 

Permanent Mission of the People’s Repub-

lic of China to the United Nations

New York, NY 10017

Fax: (212) 634 7626

E-mail: chinamission_un@mfa.gov.cn 

President Hu Jintao

Chinese Communist Party

Yongdingmenjie

Beijing 100032, PRC

Minister of Justice Wu Aiying

Sifaju (Ministry of Justice) 

10 Nandajie Chaoyangmen 

Chaoyangqu

Beijingshi 100020, PRC

Fax: 011 86 10 65 292345 

Email: minister@legalinfo.gov.cn 

In addition, send copies of letters express-

ing concern for prisoners’ medical condi-

tions to:

Chinese Medical Association

42 Dongsi Xidajie

Beijing 100710, PRC

Fax: 86-10-6512-3754

E-mail: cmafrd@public3.bta.net.cn 


