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ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF

DOMESTIC CHINESE VOICES

Through active case advocacy, media work,

and contributions to policy debates and

assessments of Chinese human rights

issues, HRIC’s advocacy supports Chinese

grassroots activists, journalists, lawyers

and other rights defenders inside China.

HRIC’s strategies include engagement with

international policymakers, governments

and multilateral fora, expanding multi-media

and E-Activism projects, and submission of

cases to governments and UN bodies. 

HRIC also works to bring international

attention to the growing trend of attacks on

human rights activists by Chinese mafia-

like elements. HRIC has engaged in multi-

pronged advocacy on behalf of individual

activists, including Three Gorges activist Fu

Xiancai. Our advocacy on his behalf

included presswork and open letters a Ger-

man official, local Chinese authorities and

the hospital administration calling for

immediate and appropriate medical atten-

tion for Fu and a full and open investiga-

tion. HRIC’s advocacy generated significant

media interest in Fu’s case, including cover-

age by BBC News, The Toronto Star, the

Boston Globe, the Associated Press, Los

Angeles Times, CBS News, Fox News, The

Guardian, Forbes, Reuters and the Washing-

ton Post, among others.

Fu Xiancai was paralyzed from the shoul-

ders down in June after suffering a blow to

the back of the neck from an unidentified

assailant shortly after he was called to the

Zigui County Public Security Bureau (PSB)

for questioning regarding an interview he

had provided to a German television sta-

tion. The attack was the latest in a string of

harassment and threats Fu had suffered

over the course of more than a year

because of his petitioning on behalf of vil-

lagers resettled for the Three Gorges Dam

project. Fu underwent surgery to shattered

vertebrae on June 18 after the German gov-

ernment offered to pay for his medical treat-

ment, but he has regained movement only

in his arms. The official Chinese investiga-

tion into the assault concluded that his

injuries were self-inflicted. HRIC continues

to advocate on Fu’s behalf regarding his

medical treatment and the legal issues pre-

sented by his case, and supports demands

for a new, transparent and independent

investigation into the assault. 

HRIC’s extensive media work, including

22 of the 24 press releases, advisories and

statements published during the past three

months, raised human rights concerns and

issues presented by a number of other

rights activists and defenders, including

Hong Kong-based journalist Ching Cheong,

internet essayist Li Jianping, Shanghai

lawyer Zheng Enchong, Hangzhou environ-

mentalist Tan Kai and New York Times

researcher Zhao Yan, among others. Follow-

ing the sentencing of Zhao Yan and Ching

Cheong to three years’ and five years’

imprisonment, respectively, HRIC also

fielded numerous press interviews and ana-

lyzed these cases within the broader trend

of increasing crackdowns on journalists.

GENERATING INTERNATIONAL

PRESSURE FOR GOVERNMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY AND COMPLIANCE

WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMAN

RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS 

HRIC raises human rights issues in multi-

lateral and bilateral fora, works collabora-

tively with other NGOs and briefs corporate

communities to promote international

scrutiny of the Chinese government’s

human rights practices. Developing such

constructive external pressure supports

forces inside China working for social, legal

and democratic change.

UNITED NATIONS ADVOCACY

In June, executive director Sharon Hom, law

program officer Elisabeth Wickeri and devel-

opment associate Tina Nguyen attended

and monitored the first meeting of the new

Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva.

HRIC staff attended high level segments as

well as informal open HRC consultations

focusing on the Council’s program of work

for the first year and the universal periodic

review mechanism of countries’ human

rights records. HRIC staff also met with

NGO and government representatives as

part of discussions preparing for the HRC

September session, which is expected to

include a review of the Special Rapporteur

on Torture’s report on his China mission. 

As part of HRIC’s international advocacy

and corporate social accountability out-

reach, program director Roseann Rife

attended a regional consultation held by the

Special Representative of the Secretary-

General on Human Rights and Transna-

tional Corporations and Other Business

Enterprises in Bangkok from June 26 to 27.

The consultation brought together represen-

tatives from corporations, trade unions and

local civil society groups from Asia and Aus-

tralia concerned with human rights abuses

taking place throughout the region, particu-

larly in the manufacturing industry. Roseann

attended meetings and discussions that

ranged from addressing corporate oversight

of compliance mechanisms to the role of

governments in securing enforcement of

laws and regulations.

HRIC submitted a parallel NGO report to

the Committee on the Elimination of Dis-

crimination against Women as a means of

contributing to the review of the fifth and

sixth periodic review of China’s implementa-

tion of the Convention on the Elimination of

All Forms of Discrimination against Women

in June. The report highlighted key issues of

concern regarding discrimination, trafficking

and prostitution, education, health and

domestic violence. Particular emphasis was

placed on the situation of rural women and

girls, who continue to endure growing and

persistent inequality in their access to edu-

cation, health and employment, as well as

the situation of ethnic minorities and

migrant women, who face additional chal-

lenges in securing their rights. HRIC’s oral

intervention before the Committee in August

highlighted two overarching themes

addressed in our parallel report: the lack of

information transparency and the gaps

between China’s international obligations

and domestic implementation, both of which

exacerbate gender inequality and marginal-

ization in China. After the NGO interven-

tions, HRIC also fielded a number of the

questions raised by the Committee experts.

CORPORATE OUTREACH 

AND THE 2008 OLYMPICS

HRIC’s Incorporating Responsibility 2008

campaign builds on the windows of opportu-

nity arising from China’s role as host of the

2008 Olympics. In June, program director

Roseann Rife joined many other local Hong
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Kong NGOs attending Amnesty Interna-

tional’s 2008 Olympics strategic planning

session. The workshop provided a chance

for NGOs that share a common concern

about China’s human rights violations to

network and discuss possible collaborative

efforts leading up to the Olympic Games.

In late June, Sharon Hom and HRIC

Board Members Christine Loh, Han Dong-

fang and Robin Munro participated in the

26th annual Tällberg Forum in Sweden.

The forum was an opportunity to network

with a diverse group of corporate, govern-

ment and NGO leaders from around the

world. More than 300 participants

attended, addressing the environmental cri-

sis facing the international community and

focusing on country- and location-specific

workshops. As a member of the board of

the Tällberg Foundation, Christine Loh was

one of the key planners and facilitators for

the China design workshop. Han Dongfang

delivered a compelling personal testimony

in the story-telling session on “Between

Doubt and Confidence.”

PROMOTING FREEDOM OF

EXPRESSION AND INFORMATION 

ON THE INTERNET

In order to contribute to a constructive dia-

logue on human rights issues, including

freedom of expression, with other NGOs

and Internet companies doing business in
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HRIC June 4th Podcast Series

In June 2006, HRIC launched a bilingual podcast series of interviews with participants of the 1989 Tiananmen Square movement.

The podcasts include oral histories of the June 4th Tiananmen Square crackdown never previously made public. The interviews

also explore the role of the democracy and independent labor movements in addressing challenges facing China. 

Seventeen years after the violent crackdown in 1989, the Chinese government has yet to respond to demands for a full investi-

gation and official accountability, compensation for the victims and their families and a reassessment of the crackdown. In the face

of official Chinese propaganda and information control, HRIC aims to preserve a historical record as well as to support efforts pro-

moting greater democracy and openness. 

The podcasts include interviews with Ding Zilin (spokesperson

of the Tiananmen Mothers), Han Dongfang (current head of China

Labour Bulletin), Ma Shaofang (one of the organizers of the hunger

strike), and many more.

Since the series began in June, the podcasts have been down-

loaded more than 17,000 times by listeners in China, as well as in

the United States, Belgium, Finland, the United Kingdom, Australia,

Singapore and many other countries.

Below are select translated excerpts of available podcasts:

One of the students...participated in the
investigation. I can still remember that when he 
came back, he had totally broken down. He said
that he never seen such a terrible situation.

“
”

There was a young man standing at the foot of the flagpole 
in the Square; he suddenly collapsed...I saw that he had 
been shot.

At the very least, I knew of two people who had died in
the Square—the boy whom I had helped to carry away in my 
own arms, and another who was not far from me. Anyone
who says that no one died in the Square that night is lying.

“

” They [students on the train] told the 
dispatcher who I was. He took me into 
the dispatcher’s locker room, found a 
uniform for me and let me change into 
it. When the train arrived at Urumqi, I
was able to walk out from the back exit 
without arousing suspicion. 

Even though so much time has 
passed, I cannot thank enough everyone
who helped me to escape from Beijing.

“

”

Chang Jing

In 1989, Chang was vice-president of the

Peking University independent student

union. He conducted surveys of the wound-

ed and dead in Beijing hospitals following

the June 4th crackdown.

Cheng Zhen

One of the organizers of the hunger strike in

Tiananmen Square, Cheng provided a rare eyewit-

ness account of two deaths in the Square during

the early hours of June 4th.

Zhai Weimin

A student at the Beijing Institute of Economics in 1989,

Zhai was one of the “21 Most Wanted” sought for arrest

by the Beijing Public Security Bureau. Zhai escaped to the

western province of Xinjiang following the events of June

4th, but was detained and arrested the following year.

Listen to the podcasts:

In English —  http://hrichina.org/public/june4podcasts

In Chinese —  http://64memo.org



China, HRIC has participated in a number

of events and panel discussions relating to

Internet censorship in China. In April and

June, HRIC participated in the first two of a

series of meetings convened by the Center

for Democracy and Technology in Washing-

ton, D.C. The meetings brought together

Internet companies, human rights organiza-

tions, scholars and other experts for an

exchange of concerns, approaches and

ideas for collaborative efforts to address

human rights concerns.  

In addition to HRIC’s participation in

annual commemorations of June 4 and our

online petition “Fill the Square,” supporting

the Tiananmen Mothers and other groups

calling for accountability for the crack-down,

HRIC also launched a podcast series of

interviews with participants in the 1989

Tiananmen Square movement, including

oral histories and accounts never previ-

ously made public. Part of an initial stage

of developing multi-media resources, the

podcast interviews also explored the role of

the democracy and labor movements.  (For

more information about HRIC’s podcasts,

see boxed inset.)

HRIC’s Hong Kong staff also partici-

pated in the annual June 4 Commemora-

tion in Victoria Park. From our booth, HRIC

distributed more than 4,000 brochures

containing information about HRIC’s work,

solicited signatures for “Fill the Square”

and passed out information on our newly

launched podcasts. 

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 

AND POLICY DEBATES

HRIC completed field research and con-

vened a consultation as part of our collabo-

ration with Minority Rights Group (MRG) on

a comparative multi-country study examining

the issues of conflict, inequitable develop-

ment and minority rights in various countries

around the world. HRIC’s contribution will

focus on ethnic minority groups in China.

In late July, HRIC and MRG co-hosted a

two-day consultation, “Minorities, Gover-

nance and the Prevention of Conflict: the

Experience of Groups Living Under PRC

Rule.” Representatives from NGOs and

Tibetan, Uighur and Mongolian groups, as

well as scholars and academics, attended

the workshop in New York. The consultation

explored wide-reaching issues, from exam-

ining Chinese law within the international

human rights framework to discussions on

minority culture, religion, education and

health. The meeting ended with a strategy

session during which participants brain-

stormed over future collaboration and net-

working. 

Also in July, Sharon Hom participated in

the final monthly meeting of the Task Force

on U.S.-China Relations, created by the

Center for American Progress, which is

tasked with producing a report and China

policy recommendations. Its monthly meet-

ings focused on a range of issues, includ-

ing security, trade, environment, energy and

human rights, and included representatives

from the Brookings Institute, Citigroup,

USAID, RAND, CSIS and the Council on For-

eign Relations, as well as academics and

lawyers.

As part of a wider visit to the region, the

UK Foreign Affairs Committee, made up of

9 Ministers of Parliament, convened a

round table in Hong Kong to discuss the

emergence of China as a regional power

and its impact on the international system.

The panel focused on human rights and

political freedoms in Hong Kong as well as

political and religious freedom and human

rights in the People’s Republic of China.

KEY HRIC MEDIA QUOTES

INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS IN CHINA

Regarding Chen Guangcheng’s case:

“Progress toward rule of law at minimum requires the authorities to comply with

legal protections and procedures on the books . . . court-appointed lawyers who

remain silent throughout the proceedings and speak only to ask for mercy on the

basis of the defendant’s blindness make a mockery of the right to legal counsel.

The final decision in this case will speak volumes about China’s commitment to

respecting the rights of its citizens.”

—The Washington Post, August 24, 2006

Regarding Ching Cheong’s case:

“[Chinese law enforcement authorities often use a state security charge] because it

enables them to not afford the full procedural protections that are normally allowed,

even under Chinese criminal procedural law.”

—Reuters, August 15, 2006

Regarding Fu Xiancai’s case:

“[Three Gorges protester Fu Xiancai and other rights defenders] are part of China’s

very own indigenous civil rights movement, campaigning around issues of inequal-

ity, health care, the environment, against the land grabs, forced dislocation, unem-

ployment and crackdowns on attempts to form independent unions, political parties

and religions.”

—The Age, June 24, 2006

“As a result of his legitimate petitioning activities, Fu [Xiancai] has been made a

target of a chilling pattern of harassment, assault, death threats and abuse by indi-

viduals who have been clearly allowed to act with impunity.”

—Reuters, June 13, 2006

ORGAN SALES IN CHINA

“The use of mobile execution chambers exacerbates existing problems with prison-

related issues in China. It facilitates the black-market trade in organ sales particu-

larly because there is no access for independent monitors, such as the Red Cross,

to prisons, detention centers and labor camps.” 

—Asia Times, July 21, 2006
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Participants included HRIC program direc-

tor Roseann Rife, HRIC board member and

representative for China Labour Bulletin

Robin Munro, Human Rights Watch and

Amnesty International. 

MEDIA AND PRESS WORK

HRIC’s media and press work in China and

around the world counters the dominant

spin on human rights as influenced by the

Chinese government. Sharon Hom and Feng

Congde fielded numerous print and radio

interviews on a range of issues, including

the ban on organ sales in China, media and

internet censorship, student protests, envi-

ronmental protection and human rights

defenders such as Three Gorges activist Fu

Xiancai, Shanghai lawyer Zheng Enchong

and New York Times researcher Zhao Yan.

STAFF NOTES

HRIC welcomes five new staff members to

our offices in Hong Kong and New York. Cliff

Ip, Research Assistant (HK), holds a MA in

Human Rights from University College Lon-

don and has interned at the Office of the

United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights and the Detention Unit of the

International Criminal Court. Laurel Babbit,

Management Associate (NY), received her

BA in East Asian Languages and Cultures

from Columbia University and has worked

with the New York Asian Women’s Center,

assisting survivors of domestic violence.

Madeline Earp, Executive Assistant (NY),

recently graduated with an MA in East Asian

Studies from Harvard University and holds a

BA in English Literature from Cambridge Uni-

versity. Bonny Ling, Senior Researcher (HK),

has served as a Project Consultant to

UNESCO in France, where she also taught at

the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris and

has worked extensively on UN Missions in

Liberia, Cyprus, and Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina. Trevor Lee, Office Manager (HK),

received his MPhil in Sociology from the Chi-

nese University of Hong Kong, where his

research focused on the dynamics between

foreign domestic workers and their employ-

ers in Hong Kong. 

HRIC’s New York office was also very

fortunate to host five outstanding and

hardworking summer interns, selected

from an applicant pool of more than 100

highly qualified candidates: two law stu-

dents from the University of Pennsylvania

and the University of Michigan, two under-

graduates from Brown University and

Columbia University, and one PhD student

from Arizona State University. These interns

provided invaluable research, writing and

administrative support for the production of

our forthcoming Internet White Paper, our

missions to the UN Human Rights Council

and Committee on the Elimination of Dis-

crimination against Women, the HRIC con-

sultation co-hosted with Minority Rights

Group, HRIC’s IR2008 and Olympics advo-

cacy work, domestic Chinese advocacy

work, as well as general press and commu-

nications support.
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Carol Wang, Wing Yin Lam, and Sharon Hom with the International Uyghur Human Rights and

Democracy Foundation and the Uyghur American Association’s Rebiya Kadeer at a consultation

hosted by the Minority Rights Group and HRIC in New York.

HRIC’s Bonny Ling, Sharon Hom, and Elisabeth Wickeri with Ngawang Drakmargyapon at the UN

Human Rights Council in Geneva.

 


