
News Roundup

Mid-May–August 2006

COMPILED BY CAROL K. WANG

CENSORSHIP 

BLACKOUT ON 

INTERNET BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN

A media blackout on coverage of Shenzhen-

based businessmen Zou Tao’s call for a

national boycott of commercial housing

projects was noted in mid-May, after CCTV

and Internet-portal 163.com began running

updates on Zou’s boycott campaign.

According to sources at CCTV station, pro-

grams on Zou would not be aired, pending

further directives from the authorities, and

other media outlets, including Beijing TV

and Beijing News, were also forced to drop

stories on Zou. Zou’s blogs at

Tinyablog.com and bolog.oeeee.com were

pulled on May 13. Zou had called for sup-

port for his campaign in April via the Inter-

net, and had planned to go to Beijing on

May 12 in an attempt to meet Premier Wen

Jiabao, but was detained by police at the

Shenzhen airport. (RFA, SCMP)

PRC INFORMATION 

WARFARE CAPABILITIES

According to the Annual Report to Congress:

Military Power of the People’s Republic of

China 2006, China is developing the ability

to launch pre-emptive attacks against

enemy computer networks in a crisis. The

PRC plans to focus on using civilian com-

puter expertise and equipment from acade-

mies, institutes and the IT industry to

enhance PLA operations, reports the U.S.

Department of Defense. “During a military

contingency, information warfare units

could support active PLA forces by conduct-

ing ‘hacker attacks’ and network intru-

sions, or other forms of ‘cyber’ warfare, on

an adversary’s military and commercial

computer systems, while helping to defend

Chinese networks,” according to the D.O.D.

report. The PLA began to incorporate offen-

sive computer network operations into mili-

tary exercises in 2005, with the goal of

developing first strike capability. (DOD) 

NEW INTERNET REGULATIONS

A new regulation prohibiting the uploading

and downloading of Internet material with-

out the copyright holder’s permission came

into effect on July 1. The Legal Affairs

Office of the State Council said the regula-

tion was issued on the principle of balanc-

ing the interests of copyright owners,

Internet service providers and users of

copyrighted works, and applies to pirated

software, movies and music. The new regu-

lation, announced on May 29, imposes a

fine of up to 100,000 yuan ($12,500) and

confiscation of computer equipment from

those breaching copyright. (XH, PD) 

WEB SITES BLOCKED

A decline in the level of international e-mail

traffic between China and overseas was

reported in late May and early June. Inter-

net users reported trouble accessing e-mail

accounts and online chat servers linked to

servers overseas, including Google Gmail

and MSN Hotmail accounts. Also in early

June, web surfers in China reported prob-

lems accessing Google’s main page,

www.google.com, which unlike the Chinese

site, www.google.com.cn, had previously

been accessible and uncensored. Prob-

lems have ranged from irregular access to

continued blockage. (Reuters)

WEB SITE LICENSES REVOKED

Beijing authorities revoked the licenses of

six Internet Web sites and temporarily shut

down 12 others during a 90-day city-wide

crackdown, according to a report published

on June 8. The Beijing Evening News stated

that 35 Web sites and Internet service

providers were fined a total of 858,000

yuan for allegedly violating the city’s Inter-

net regulations. In total, more than 1,700

Internet cafés were inspected, with 30

shut down and 446 computers confis-

cated. This follows a campaign launched in

Beijing in March to rid the Internet of

“unhealthy content.” (AFP)

CHINESE SEARCH ENGINES BLOCKED

The search engines of two of mainland

China’s most popular Web portals—

Sohu.com and Sina.com—were blocked

on June 19, reportedly because they failed

to filter certain keywords deemed politi-

cally harmful in an on-the-spot censorship

test. The two engines were re-opened on

June 21, but sensitive terms such as

“democracy” and “June 4” are now fil-

tered. (SCMP, RFA) 

FINES ON REPORTING

On June 26, state media reported that a

draft law currently under consideration by

the Standing Committee of the National

People’s Congress would impose fines of

$6,250 to $12,500 on media outlets cov-

ering “sudden events” without prior authori-

zation from government officials. No

definition of “sudden events” was provided,

but the law is expected to limit coverage of

epidemics, major accidents, demonstra-

tions and other disruptive events. Critics

are afraid that the law will be interpreted

broadly by local officials to prevent report-

ing on any incidents considered potentially

embarrassing. “The way the draft law

stands now it could give too much power to

local officials to determine that someone

has violated the law,” said Yu Guoming, a

professor of journalism at People’s Univer-

sity in Beijing. Officials say the proposed

law would also apply to foreign journalists.

The New York-based Committee to Protect

Journalists urged China not to pass the law.

(NYT, CPJ) 

TIGHTENED CONTROLS ON BLOGS

The Chinese government on June 30

announced tighter controls on blogs and

search engines to block material consid-

ered subversive or immoral. “As more and

more illegal and unhealthy information

spreads through blogs and search engines,

we will take effective measures to put BBS,

blogs and search engines under control,”

said Cai Wu, director of the State Council’s

Information Office. (AP)

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Starting on July 6, Chongqing netizens

have to register with the local government

via their Internet service providers before

browsing the Internet from home. (RFA) 

PUBLICATION RESTRICTIONS

The central authorities issued a notice on

July 12 requiring that any publications or

audio-visual productions relating to the Cul-

tural Revolution be first submitted to the

General Administration of Press and Publi-

cation. The authorities were reacting to the

“adverse social impact” of some publica-

tions and programs on the Cultural Revolu-

tion produced outside of the mainland. (MP) 

Li Datong, former editor of the weekly

supplement Freezing Point (Bing Dian) was

refused permission to publish his new book
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in mainland China, even though the authori-

ties had not read the manuscript. Freezing

Point, a supplement of the China Youth Daily

newspaper, was shut down in January

because of a controversial article on the

history of the Boxer Rebellion. Although the

supplement was later allowed to reopen, Li

was forced to resign. (MP)

Officials banned a book revealing an

official cover-up of the Tangshan earth-

quake, which happened 30 years ago. The

TV Series “Tangshan Earthquake,” directed

by Hong Kong filmmaker Chung Siu-hung,

was also banned in Sichuan for criticizing

the lack of official response to early warn-

ings. The series contained 20 episodes,

but was pulled after eight were broad-

casted. (MP, AD)

The Information Centre for Human

Rights and Democracy reported that China

has developed a cyber blacklist containing

the names of 200,000 dissidents. Accord-

ing to the report, the authorities are now

able to shut down dissidents’ computer

systems when they try to send encrypted

messages. (BBC) 

ANTI-PIRACY CAMPAIGNS

Officials announced on July 14 that they

had closed down establishments producing

Falun Gong materials as well as porno-

graphic and pirated DVDs as part of an

intensive 100-day campaign against piracy.

Among those arrested were Zhou Guilan

and Zhang Jingqi, who produced Falun

Gong leaflets, books and scrolls in Hei-

longjiang Province. Officials also closed

down eight illegal VCD production lines in

Guangdong Province, and a pornographic

Web site called “Artilleryman Club” in

Harbin, Heilongjiang. The Web site’s owner,

Du Jun, was fined and sentenced to 11

years in prison. (China View)

During August, the initial month of a

100-day intensive crackdown on piracy in

China, officials announced that 3,014

shops selling pirated materials were closed.

About 8.371 million illegal publications,

mainly pirated CDs, DVDs and computer

software, were confiscated, according to the

State Press and Publication Administration

(SPPA), which oversees the country’s anti-

piracy efforts. Police and copyright officials

have raided more than 89,000 shops and

street vendors nationwide, with 9,508

penalized for selling pirated products. (XH)

WEB SITE CLOSURES

A popular Web site, “China’s National Con-

ditions Advisory Network” was shut down

on May 11 after publishing an online opin-

ion survey on the compensation reportedly

paid to the family of a June 4 victim. The

Web site hosting company confirmed the

closure and revealed that local public secu-

rity officials had expressed concerns on the

sensitive and harmful content of the Web

site. The Web site, launched in November

2005, focused on providing opinion polls

on public affairs issues. It had been closed

several times previously, but had always

been able to re-launch. (RFA) 

Mainland authorities shut down a popu-

lar chat room on July 25. Operated by Bei-

jing-based Life Week magazine, the chat

room had served as a hub for commentary

on political, cultural and historical issues.

The closure followed an announcement the

previous week that Century China’s popular

Web site had been ordered to shut down.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong and

the Beijing Zhongqing Future Community

Culture Development Research Institute

had established the Century China site in

July 2000. It hosted eight online forums,

the most popular of which attracted more

than 30,000 registered members. More

than 100 intellectuals signed a petition

condemning the official action in the days

following the Web site’s closure. Earlier in

July, Cat898.com also received official

orders to tone down political rhetoric on its

flagship Mao Yan Kan Ren forum.

(Guardian, Asia Media)

On July 28, two blogs by leading Tibetan

poet Woeser (also known as Oser and in

Mandarin as Wei Se) were closed by the

Web sites that hosted them, presumably on

government orders. Woeser used the sites

to post poems and essays about Tibetan

culture, as well as articles written by her

husband, Wang Lixiong, an independent

Chinese writer. Most of the visitors to the

blogs were Tibetan students who, like

Woeser, had been educated in Chinese and

who wanted to renew contact with Tibetan

culture. The disappearance of her blogs fol-

lowed the closure a few days earlier of

Wang Lixiong’s Web site forum Dijin-democ-

racy.net. (RSF)

ONLINE ACTIVITY BANNED

Online spoofs and satirical films of Chinese

Communist icons, celebrities and approved

films will soon be banned. The State Admin-

istration for Radio, Film and Television

(SARFT) is drafting rules to block Internet

broadcasts of short films that satirize offi-

cially approved cultural products. (Guardian)

ADVERTISEMENTS BANNED

A ban, effective from August 1, on adver-

tisements for weight loss, breast enlarge-

ment and other beauty products and

treatments is expected to cause a 60 per-

cent decline in advertising revenue for Chi-

nese television stations. The ban was

introduced by the SARFT and the State

Administration for Industry and Commerce

(SAIC) because of fears that these com-

mercials could violate consumers’ rights

and endanger their health. (XH)

REGULATIONS ON 

TELEVISION PROGRAMS

The Chinese Communist Party has banned

foreign cartoons from peak-time television

out of concern for the potential effects of for-

eign culture on Chinese children. The move

is also intended to protect the Chinese ani-

mation industry. The ban on screening for-

eign animations between 5pm-8pm will

come into effect on September 1. (BBC)

LABOR

DISASTERS

At least 16 workers were killed following an

explosion at a chemical plant in Anhui

Province on June 16. The blast occurred at

3:09 PM at the Dun’an Chemical Group

Co., Ltd., according to a provincial official.

In addition to those killed, many more work-

ers were injured, and 24 were being treated

at local hospitals as of June 18. (XH)

Six maintenance workers were poi-

soned by a gas leak while repairing under-

ground gas pipelines in Hangzhou, Zhejiang

Province on the afternoon of June 22. The

workers, employed by the Hangzhou Gas

Co., Ltd., were still in comas at last report.

(XH) 

Twenty-seven miners died and another

36 were hospitalized following a blast at

the Wulong Coal Mine in Liaoning Province

on June 28. The mine is operated by the

state-owned Fuxin Mining Group, which also

owned a mine in which more than 200

people were killed in one of China’s worst

mining disasters last year. (ABC) 
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At the end of June, it was reported that

the bodies of 56 coal miners had been

recovered from the site of a flooding acci-

dent that occurred in May at the Xinjing

mine in Shanxi Province. (AFP)

Fumes from a leak of liquid chlorine at

a chemical plant in China’s northwest

caused the hospitalization of 164 people

on July 6. The victims were mostly children

and elderly who lived nearby, according to

plant employees and government news.

The leak at the Xing’erte Chemical Prod-

ucts Co. in Yinchuan, a city in the Ningxia

Autonomous Region, was blamed on a

break in a rusty pipe. It was reported under

control by July 10. (AP)

More than 100 miners lost their lives in

six separate tragedies occurring in just over

a week’s time in mid-July. The worst acci-

dent occurred in Shanxi Province, where 53

miners were killed in a coal mine blast on

July 15 at Linjiazhuang Coal Mine in Lingshi

County, near Jinzhong. Officials report that

59 miners were working at the time of the

blast. Only six escaped, and another died

of carbon monoxide poisoning while helping

the rescue operations. Initial investigations

show the explosion at the illegal Linjia-

zhuang colliery was triggered by an explo-

sion in the adjacent Xiamen colliery.   

In Sichuan’s Junlian County, a severe gas

explosion at Lilan Coal Mine killed five min-

ers and injured 34 on the evening of July 13.

Another 18 were killed in Guizhou Province

during a flooding accident that occurred

while 31 miners were working underground

at the Pianpoyuan Coal Mine in the Ziyun

Autonomous County. Rescuers recovered 15

bodies by July 22, and the last was found on

July 27. The privately-owned Pianpoyuan

Coal Mine has an annual production capac-

ity of 30,000 tons. (EastDay, PD, XH, Interna-

tional Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine

and General Workers’ Unions) 

At least 22 people were killed in an

explosion that destroyed a chemical plant

in Sheyang County, Jiangsu Province on July

28. Another 29 of the 71 employees work-

ing at the time were hospitalized, with five

admitted in serious condition. Officials

ordered the evacuation of more than 7,000

people who lived near the Sino-German

joint-owned factory, which produced ben-

zene and fluorine-related chemicals. (SD)

18 miners were killed in a coal mine

gas leak in Ningwu County, Shanxi Province

on August 4. (SD)

A fire in a workshop in Kunming, the

capital of Yunnan Province, left 10 dead

and injured two people on August 10. The

victims included eight workers and two chil-

dren, police said. (XH)

Thirteen miners were killed and one

injured in the collapse of a coal mine shaft

in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uighur

Autonomous Region on August 13. The

accident occurred at 3:10 p.m. in the pri-

vately-owned Guangyuan coal mine in

Fukang while the 14 miners were working

underground. (EastDay)

Three people were killed and two seri-

ously injured in an explosion at a chemical

plant in the northeastern oil city of Daqing,

Heilongjiang Province on August 14. (XH) 

Twelve miners were trapped in the col-

lapse of a coal mine in Guizhou on the

afternoon of August 16. All were rescued by

noon on August 18. Another seven miners

were trapped underground by a gas blast

on the afternoon of August 17 at a coal

mine in Jiangxi Province. Two of the miners

were rescued, but the other five died. (XH) 

DISPUTES

An unemployed miner in Guangdong

Province blew himself up at a local police

station on July 13 after pleading with offi-

cers to help him obtain unpaid wages. Police

identified the miner as Liu Yingqiu, a native

of Hunan Province who had worked for an

illegal mine in Guangdong’s Wenguan City.

The explosion damaged the police station,

but no police officers were injured. (RFA)

More than 200 laid-off employees from

China’s largest lender, the Industrial and

Commercial Bank of China (ICBC), staged a

sit-in protest on July 19. The workers

demanded their jobs back and complained

of inadequate redundancy compensation.

Protestors said this was their third day of

protesting outside the All-China Federation

of Trade Unions in downtown Beijing amid a

heavy police presence. (Today Online)

On May 10, about 700 former kinder-

garten teachers staged a protest in front of

the provincial government office building,

claiming their pension benefits were inferior

to those of secondary and primary school

teachers. (RFA)

On May 24, teachers of over 80 primary

and secondary schools in Jintang County,

Sichuan Province, staged a warning strike

over the allowances they were granted on

top of their basic salary and other benefits.

The teacher protesters accused local offi-

cials of corruption and embezzling educa-

tional funding. News of the strike was

reportedly being blocked on the Internet

and local media. (RFA)

Hundreds of teachers petitioned the

Yunnan provincial government for wage

increases on July 19. Protests also

occurred in Hubei Province and Chongqing

on July 10 and 11, with hundreds of teach-

ers from private schools in Hubei and

Chongqing demanding better retirement

protection amid layoffs resulting from a pol-

icy introduced in the early 1990s. (RFA) 

A Chinese man set himself on fire in

Beijing’s Tiananmen Square on July 20 to

protest unpaid wages. Authorities say the

man, 53, was from a peasant from Hubei

Province. The flames were quickly extin-

guished, and the man was rushed to the

hospital for treatment. (RFA)

A riot erupted at a major toy factory in

Dongguan, Guangdong Province on July 22.

Labor activists say the riot was sparked by

poor wages and living conditions for

11,000 workers at the factory, owned by

the Hong Kong-based Merton Company. At

the height of the protest, more than 1,000

workers clashed with security guards and

police officers, resulting in many injuries,

according to China Labor Watch, a New

York-based worker rights group. The factory

supplies plastic toys to several iconic Amer-

ican brands, including Disney, McDonald’s,

Mattel and Hasbro. China Labor Watch

reported that the factory’s workers were

typically required to work 11 hours a day,

six days a week, with total overtime of up to

70 hours a month. Dozens were detained

in the protest. (IHT, WP)

Workers at a Wal-Mart store in the south-

eastern city of Quanzhou voted to form the

company’s first union in China on July 29.

The Chinese government had been putting

increasing pressures on the American retail

giant to allow unions to be formed in its Chi-

nese stores. Wal-Mart has consistently

fought efforts to form unions elsewhere in

its worldwide operations, but ultimately

agreed to work with the state-sanctioned

labor federation to allow unions at its out-

lets in China, where it has 30,000 employ-

ees. In the following weeks, at least 16 of

Wal-Mart’s 60 stores in China formed

unions, according to the All-China Federation

of Trade Unions (ACFTU). (Mercury News)

Following moves by Wal-Mart to allow
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unions in its stores across China, a survey

published by China’s Youth Daily revealed

that 71.6 percent of the respondents

believe China’s trade unions have not fully

carried out their responsibilities. Com-

plaints concerned compulsory overtime

and unreasonably low pay in companies all

over the country. (PD)

Apple Computer Inc. acknowledged on

August 18 that its main supplier of iPod

music players allowed employees in a

China plant to work longer hours than per-

mitted under Apple’s corporate code of con-

duct. Allegations of labor abuses at the

iPod plant had been circulating in the

media, but iPod maintained that the exces-

sive working hours were voluntary on the

part of the workers. The company has now

made moves to enforce work weeks of 60

hours, with measures put in place to track

compliance. (Reuters)

PETITIONS AND PROTESTS

LAND DISPUTES

On May 7, residents in Qunli Village,

Suzhou clashed with more than 1,000

police officers over a resettlement dispute.

About a dozen villagers were detained,

according to a May 9 news report. (RFA)

On May 11, 30 women in Baiyun, Guang-

dong Province, clashed with about 300

policemen, riot police and other government

officials over local government’s confisca-

tion of 130 mu of land that belonged to

their village. Many of the protesters were

reported injured in the clash. (RFA)

Officials in Dayingzi Village, Changchun

seized about 600 acres of land belonging to

137 households and forcefully suppressed

villagers’ protests, according to a news

report on May 14. A village representative

submitted a petition to the central govern-

ment in early May and applied to have a

local court hear the cases, but had received

no official response. (RFA)

More than 300 villagers in Longgang,

Guangdong Province, prevented anti-riot

police and other local authorities from

entering their village to remove illegal struc-

tures on June 8, 2006. The dispute ended

peacefully. (MP)

Villagers from Shantou, Guangdong

Province protested inadequate land com-

pensation at several construction sites dur-

ing the month of June. Hundreds of

protesters occupied a housing construction

site in the Chenghai District and clashed

with police, according to reports in Ming

Pao Daily. In nearby Batou Township, pro-

testers forced a work stoppage at a wood-

processing plant. (Kyodo News)

Shanghai resident Jiang Caiyu jumped

off a 14-story building on July 14 to protest

her forced relocation. Jiang was made

homeless four years ago when her neigh-

borhood was redeveloped. (RFA)

More than 50 apartment owners were

taken away on public order charges for

protesting on a main road in Beijing on July

25. They were reportedly protesting against

a developer who asked them to accept sub-

standard apartments. (Beijing News)  

Five hundred police officers clashed

with 3,000 Christians protesting the demo-

lition of a church in Zhejiang Province on

July 29, leaving four people with serious

injuries. The authorities claimed the church

was an illegal structure. (BBC)

UN SECRETARY GENERAL’S VISIT 

TO CHINA

On May 19, families of three rights activists

issued an open letter to UN Secretary Gen-

eral Kofi Annan, who was visiting China and

meeting with President Hu Jintao. The let-

ter, signed by the families of Chen

Guangcheng, Xu Zhengqing and Chen

Xiaoming, urged Annan to pressure China

to release the detained rights defenders.

Many police officers were seen patrolling

the Beijing South Train Station during

Annan’s visit in an apparent attempt to pre-

vent petitioning activity. Some petitioners in

a petitioners’ squatter village were also

reported detained by police. (RFA)

TIANANMEN MOTHERS’ OPEN LETTER

The Tiananmen Mothers, a group of family

members of people killed or injured in the

June 1989 crackdown, issued an open let-

ter on May 28 setting forth their current

position as a rights defenders group, and

renewing calls for appropriate compensa-

tion and assistance for the victims and

their families, a full investigation, and offi-

cial accountability. (HRIC)

PETITIONER MAO HENGFENG

DETAINED

Long-time petitioner Mao Hengfeng was

detained on the evening of May 23 by

police from Shanghai’s Yangpu District

Public Security Dispatch Station and

placed in “soft detention” in the district’s

Kelaideng Hostel. Mao’s detention was

part of a massive roundup of petitioners by

Shanghai authorities near the 17th

anniversary of June 4. Upset at being arbi-

trarily taken into custody, Mao broke a

lamp inside her hostel room, and as a

result, police placed her under criminal

detention on the charge of “intentionally

damaging property” on May 30. (HRIC)

SHANGHAI PETITIONERS DETAINED

A number of other petitioners were also

detained in early June. Apart from the June

4 anniversary, police may also have been

targeting the scheduled release of lawyer

Zheng Enchong, who completed his three-

year prison term on June 5.

Police officers from Shanghai’s Pudong

New District Damuqiao Dispatch Station

detained petitioner Chen Enjuan and car-

ried out a search of her home on the

evening of June 3. 

On the morning of June 5, Jing’an Dis-

trict police detained petitioner Wei Qin with-

out a warrant, and left her young child at

home unattended. 

In addition, a team of police officers

was stationed outside of the home of peti-

tioner Ma Yalian and she was not allowed

to set foot outside. 

Also subjected to effective house arrest

was petitioner Sun Xicheng, whose door

was barricaded by police. 

In Changning District, neighborhood

security officials placed petitioners Xue

Jianguo and Zhu Hua under soft detention

in the district’s Jinghui Hostel. (HRIC)

MISSING PETITIONER

In May it was reported that Cheng Xiao-

ming has been missing since February 15,

when he was detained by a dozen police

officers from Shanghai’s Luwan District

Public Security Bureau. According to HRIC’s

sources, the PSB suspects Chen of bring-

ing an American consular official to the

home of petitioner Fu Yuxia on the evening

of February 13 while a number of other peti-

tioners were gathered in Fu’s home. Chen

was one of more than a dozen petitioners

detained on February 15, and his home

was subsequently searched twice. Sources

say Chen was originally held in a storage

room of the PSB station, and that in the

middle of the night on March 6 he was
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stripped naked and physically abused, his

cries for help audible from outside. On

March 31, sources say, Chen was desig-

nated a key suspect and transferred to a

secret location, and no one has had any

news of him since. (HRIC)

STUDENTS RIOT OVER DIPLOMAS

Students at the Shengda Economics, Trade,

and Management College rioted in mid-June

when they were told that administrative

changes meant that they would graduate

with less prestigious diplomas than they

expected at enrollment. Shengda College

had been affiliated with Zhengzhou Univer-

sity, and many students and parents were

willing to pay hefty tuition fees in anticipa-

tion of receiving Zhengzhou diplomas. A

reported 5,000-10,000 students partici-

pated in the riots, during which offices,

shops, cars and a bank were damaged by

fires and ransacking. The school insists

that it acted in accordance with orders

issued by the central government. (AP)

POLICE CONFLICTS

Hundreds of people rioted in Guiyang,

Guizhou Province on July 10, overturning and

smashing several police vehicles, state

media reported. The riot occurred shortly

after men employed by police allegedly beat

a man for not possessing a temporary resi-

dence permit. A local newspaper reporter

said that around 300 people, mostly migrant

laborers, rioted in outrage at the beating. At

least 10 people were arrested. (SD)

Paramilitary troops were dispatched to

quell a riot in Sichuan Province’s Bazhong

City on July 19. The Hong Kong-based Infor-

mation Center for Human Rights reported

that the clash erupted when 2,000 protest-

ers surrounded a government building after

a youth was beaten by four members of a

special law enforcement unit. At least 30

people were reported injured in the violent

confrontation between protesters and

police, during which government offices

were ransacked and two vehicles destroyed.

The Bazhong Daily confirmed on its Web site

that a clash had taken place, but reported

only three people injured after they “slipped

and fell on some broken glass.” (CP)

CORRUPTION-RELATED RIOT 

IN LIAONING

Forty farmers and 10 police officers were

reported injured in a riot by some 2,000 vil-

lagers in northeast China’s Liaoning

Province on July 13. The protest was aimed

at local officials, whom the villagers

accused of siphoning off compensation

funds from a locally-built iron mine. News of

the incident was initially suppressed

because of a State Council prohibition on

the reporting of “mass incidents.” In the

first week of August, the township Commu-

nist Party secretary and the township direc-

tor were detained on investigation of

corruption. (AP)

VILLAGE VIOLENCE

Local government officials in Hunan

Province announced on August 9 that a riot

between two villages in July resulted in the

injury of 19 people. They emphasized that

the violence was between villagers only,

and that there was no conflict between the

villagers and police. (PD) 

PARENTS PROTEST BAD VACCINES

A group of peasants from Jiangmen, Guang-

dong Province went to Hong Kong in August

to appeal for help for their children, who

contracted acute toxic encephalitis after

taking a meningitis vaccine distributed by

the mainland authorities last year. Some of

the children reportedly lost their ability to

talk, walk or even sit up after the injections.

The local authorities refused to take any

responsibility for the matter, saying that the

children had “bad luck”. Parents protested

in Tiananmen Square on August 17. The

Chinese Health Ministry claimed that offi-

cials had found no problem with the vac-

cines. (SCMP)

REDEVELOPMENT PETITION

A group of Shanghai residents displaced in

a redevelopment project controlled by

Shanghai tycoon Zhou Zhengyi filed a for-

mal complaint with the Supreme People’s

Procuratorate on August 25, alleging that

well-connected local officials are implicated

in Zhou’s fraudulent leasing of the redevel-

oped property. The complaint, filed by Zhou

Daye and other former residents of the

neighborhood known as Dongbakuai, pro-

vides the first detailed allegations that

local officials may have assisted Zhou

Zhengyi in his fraudulent procurement of a

land lease and massive bank loans for a

piece of prime urban land valued at several

billion yuan. (HRIC)

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

HARASSMENT AND ATTACK

Guo Qizhen, 49, a rights activist from

Cangzhou, Hebei Province, was forcibly

removed from his home by police for psychi-

atric examination on May 12. According to

Guo’s wife, police showed no identification

at the time they took Guo away, and he was

not allowed to see his wife while detained.

Guo had published more than 66 online

articles on government corruption. (RFA)

Li Weiping, a democracy activist who

took part in the 1989 democracy move-

ment and was later imprisoned for three

years, issued an online statement on May

17 revealing that Beijing state secrets per-

sonnel had asked him to “cooperate” with

them in gathering information on democ-

racy activities in February. Li said officials

threatened to remove him from Beijing if he

did not comply. Although police gave him

until June 11 to leave, his landlord has

already cancelled his lease. (RFA)

In May, it was reported that dissident

writer Xiong Zhongjun was forced to leave

Shenzhen for his home village in Hubei

after Shenzhen police pressured his land-

lord to cancel his lease. Xiong had pub-

lished a series of articles criticizing the

CCP government in 2005, and had been

detained on allegations of inciting subver-

sion of state power. The charge was

cleared due to insufficient evidence, but

constant harassment by local police com-

pelled Xiong to return to Hubei. (RFA)

Dissident writer and former 1989 stu-

dent movement leader Liu Shui was

released at the end of May after Shenzhen

police detained him on May 29 and ques-

tioned him over his research into the sys-

tem of custody and repatriation. Police told

Liu to leave the city before June 1 or “he

would get summoned every day.” (RFA)

Henan AIDS activist Liu Xiaowu was

stabbed in the back three times by an

unknown assailant on June 15, four days

after he complained to the Ministry of

Health about health officials profiting from

free medicine supplied by the central gov-

ernment. He was still receiving treatment

on July 3. According to Liu, the police have

made no real effort to track down his

attacker. (SCMP)

Zheng Enchong, who was released

from prison on June 5, was placed under de

facto house arrest during the meeting of
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the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. His

freedom remained restricted until June 27,

when he was allowed to go to the local Pub-

lic Security dispatch station to apply for a

new identification card under police surveil-

lance. However, he learned at the police

station that no officer was available to

assist him, and without an ID he is unable

to obtain employment. Zheng’s attempt to

submit a complaint to the Shanghai Munici-

pal Government offices about the dispatch

station was stopped by police, who said

that Zheng had no freedom of movement

because he was still deprived of his politi-

cal rights under the terms of his sentence.

Police took Zheng and his wife, Jiang Meili,

from their home separately on the evening

of July 12, and police searched Zheng’s

home, removing a computer that Jiang’s

brother had left there, along with a quantity

of documents. Zheng and Jiang were both

allowed to return home later that night, but

Zheng has remained under effective house

arrest, and his telephone service has been

disrupted. Zheng had served a three-year

prison sentence on charges of “illegally

providing state secrets overseas.” (HRIC)

Shanghai petitioner Liu Xinjuan was

reported in June to have been forcibly

admitted to a mental hospital for the fifth

time in three years following her latest

attempt to petition the central government

over forced evictions for urban redevelop-

ment. This is the third time this year that

Liu has been unwillingly subjected to psy-

chiatric treatment as part of a long pattern

of unlawful institutionalization. (HRIC)

Huang Qi, the operator of a democracy

Web site that reported on the first official

payment of compensation to the family of a

June 4th victim, had his apartment lease

and office rental contract prematurely ter-

minated twice in June. His landlord was

apparently pressured by the authorities to

revoke the lease. Huang’s blocked Web site

was reopened on June 12, but the contro-

versial report was removed, and a related

blog reporting on a land grab was shut

down. The Web site was blocked again on

June 28 but later reopened. (MP, RFA)

Shanxi priest Hu Qinghua was expelled

from the official church for trying to arrange

for an American priest to preach in his

church on July 7. (RFA) 

Activist Feng Caihong was wounded in

mid-July by a man who she believed was

employed by local authorities. Feng was

one of the leaders of a group of residents

of Taishi Village, Guangdong Province who

attempted to impeach their corrupt village

head a year ago. Plans to commemorate

the anniversary of the Taishi protests have

been cancelled. (RFA)

An official investigation into the assault

of Three Gorges petitioner Fu Xiancai con-

cluded on July 26 that his injuries were

accidental or self-inflicted. Fu was para-

lyzed from the shoulders down after a blow

to the back of his neck so severe that three

of his vertebrae were shattered, and doc-

tors reportedly expect him to never regain

use of his legs. Fu Xiancai and his family

have questioned the fairness of the investi-

gation from the beginning, as the authori-

ties assigned to conduct the investigation
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Mo Shaoping, lawyer for New York Times researcher Zhao Yan, talks to reporters after Zhao was sentenced to three years in prison. Photo: AFP/Getty
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previously sanctioned and colluded in

harassment against Fu. Sources say offi-

cials told Fu not to appeal this decision or

file a new complaint, although this is his

legal right. In addition, authorities are keep-

ing Fu’s friends and family members under

close surveillance that is tantamount to

harassment. (HRIC)

In late August, it was revealed that a

Buddhist temple administered by a 1989

democracy activist, Master Shengguan (for-

merly known as Xu Ziqiang), is being

harassed following allegations of corrup-

tion made by temple personnel against

local officials. Master Shengguan was

forcibly expelled from the temple on August

19, after an incident on June 4 during which

he ignored pressure by Yichun’s Religious

Affairs and United Front departments and

joined with another 1989 activist, Li Xiang,

in performing rituals of salvation for people

killed in the 1989 crackdown. A female

temple volunteer was also detained illegally

and beaten until she falsely confessed to

being involved sexually with Master Sheng-

guan. Several incidents of threats and

harassment against the Huacheng Bud-

dhist Temple and its personnel have report-

edly been instigated by six top Yichun

municipal officials: Party Secretary Song

Chenguang, Mayor Yang Xianping, People’s

Consultative Conference Chairman Zhou

Yafu, Religious Affairs Bureau Director Yang

Xu, United Front Department Director Xu

Jianyuan and Buddhist Association Chair-

man Miao’an. HRIC also learned that Mas-

ter Shengguan was ordered to leave Jiangxi

Province shortly after his expulsion from

the temple. (HRIC)

DETENTION

Tibetans Kayi Doega, Yiga, Sonam Lhamo,

Sonam Choetso and Jampa Yangtso were

reportedly detained by the Chinese authori-

ties in early June for allegedly handling out

leaflets promoting Tibetan independence.

(RFA) 

Shanghai petitioners Du Yangming,

Wang Shuizhen, Tian Baocheng and Zhang

Cuiping were detained during the Shanghai

Cooperation Organization summit held in

June. They had been detained for 37 days

as of July 10, but their families were not

informed of their legal status as required by

law. (RFA)

The U.S.-based Cardinal Kung Founda-

tion reported that 72-year-old Bishop Jia

Zhiguo, a leader of China’s underground

Catholic church, was taken from his hospital

bed in Hebei Province on June 25 by officials

saying he required “education.” His where-

abouts were unknown as of July 10. (VOA)

Pan-Blue Coalition member Zhang Qi,

23, was released on July 13 after being

detained for 20 days for commemorating the

June 4th crackdown and hanging the flag of

Taiwan’s Kuomintang Party. Another member

in the Coalition, Zuo Xiaohuan, was dis-

missed from his teaching position for giving

a speech opposing the Communist Party

and trying to run for local elections. (RFA)

Jilin Protestant House Church leader

Wang Jinhua was detained for “illegal cult

activities” on July 14. Scores of Protestant

church leaders and members were

arrested, detained and/or fined in Henan

and Sichuan provinces in late June and

July. (VOA, RFA)     

Namkha Gyaltsen, a Tibetan monk from

the Gyasoktsang family in Thinley Lado Vil-

lage, Ganzi, faces up to eight years in jail

on allegations of painting separatist slo-

gans on government property and circulat-

ing pro-independence posters. Gyaltsen,

one of four master chanters at the Ganzi

monastery, allegedly painted pro-independ-

ence slogans on the walls of government

buildings in Ganzi and on two nearby iron

bridges in March this year. Fearing arrest,

he tried to escape to India, but police

detained him in Lhasa and returned him to

Ganzi. His exact whereabouts were

unknown as of July 14, according to a

Radio Free Asia report. (RFA)

Henan AIDS activist Li Xige was placed

under criminal detention on July 28 after

she and six others who had contracted the

HIV virus through blood transfusions in a

local hospital went to Beijing for the fifth

time on July 19 to petition for adequate

compensation and demand a thorough

investigation. (RFA) 

ARRESTED

Huseyin Celil, who holds Canadian and Chi-

nese citizenship, was arrested while visit-

ing Uzbekistan in late March, then

extradited to China, where he had been

sentenced to death in absentia for his polit-

ical activities. The 37-year-old father of six

was arrested in China for his activism in

the mid-1990s, but escaped and was

granted refugee status in Turkey in 2001,

after which he moved to Canada and

became a citizen. In China, Celil may face

the death penalty. Celil has had no access

to consular officials, lawyers or his family,

and as of August 8, the Canadian govern-

ment had not been able to ascertain Celil’s

location. (UHRP)

Guo Qizhen was taken away by police

from his Cangzhou, Hebei Province home

on May 12 and formally arrested for subver-

sion on June 8. His lawyer believes the

arrest is related to his participation in a

hunger strike organized by lawyer Gao

Zhisheng in support of human rights in Feb-

ruary. (RFA)

Wang Zaiqing, a disabled Protestant

house church pastor who published and

disseminated Bibles and other Christian

publications, was formally arrested by

Anhui police for illegal business operations

in late May. At about the same time, 28

Protestant house church members were

arrested in Henan, with all but three still in

custody as of June 9. Nine more house

church members were arrested in Sichuan

on June 27. (RFA, VOA)

Gansu human rights defender Sun

Xiaodi has been persecuted in various

ways by the government since 1989 for

revealing contamination from an illegally

operated uranium mine. Most recently, his

family’s electricity and water supply were

cut around July 4, and his 23-year-old

daughter has not been able to find a job

since graduating six years ago. (RFA)

Chinese authorities detained journalist

Zan Aizong on August 11 for posting

reports on the Internet about government

repression of Christians. Zan had posted a

report in early August detailing the arrests

of around 50 Protestants demonstrating

against the destruction of a church in late

July. He posted another report two days

later detailing warnings that he had

received from authorities to stop posting

the material. He was detained soon after,

and the police searched his home and

seized personal documents. Zan was freed

on August 18, but then received a written

notice from his employers dismissing him

from his position as bureau chief of the

Zhejiang office of China Ocean News. (VOA)

Beijing authorities acknowledged on

August 18 that they had detained rights

defense attorney Gao Zhisheng, who had

disappeared three days earlier while visit-

ing his sister in Dongyang, Shandong

Province. The Beijing Public Security Bureau
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said Gao was “suspected of being involved

in illegal activities.” Gao, aged in his early

40s, was disbarred and placed under police

surveillance last November after he pub-

lished open letters to President Hu Jintao

and Premier Wen Jiabao urging an end to

the torture of Falun Gong practitioners. Gao

had previously made a name for himself

representing underground Christians, cyber-

dissidents and other lawyers detained for

involvement in rights disputes, and he had

also been involved in campaigning for the

release of blind lawyer Chen Guangcheng.

Gao had previously been briefly detained on

July 30 after complaining that surveillance

teams monitoring him were making too

much noise. A number of Gao’s supporters

have also been detained for various lengths

of time. (China Post, ET)

TRIAL DEVELOPMENTS

Huang Weizhong, a villager from Fujian

Province, was convicted on May 13 of “dis-

turbing public order” and sentenced to

three years in prison by a local court for

attempting to petition Beijing on behalf of

thousands of fellow villagers. The petition

was in protest against a land grab by the

local government. (RFA)

On May 16, Yang Tianshui, 43, a free-

lance writer, was convicted on charges of

subversion and sentenced to 12 years in

prison. According to his lawyer, Yang was

accused of posting articles on foreign Web

sites, receiving money from abroad and

helping a would-be opposition party. Yang

had served a ten-year jail term for criticizing

the 1989 crackdown between 1990 and

2000. (VOA, AP)

On May 24, twelve residents of Guang-

dong’s Dongzhou Village were given jail

terms of up to seven years for their roles in

a demonstration in December 2005, which

ended in the death of three villagers after

authorities dispatched troops to suppress

the protest. The villagers were convicted of

illegally manufacturing explosives, illegal

assembly and disturbing public order,

according to relatives who attended the

hearing. Among the villagers previously

described as the riot’s “ringleaders,”

Huang Xirang was sentenced to seven

years in prison, and Lin Hanru and Huang

Xijun were each sentenced to five years.

Two other villagers, Wang Xishu and Zhang

Xinyi, were reported by RFA to have been

sentenced to three years each. The trial

opened on May 22 in Haifeng City. The

South China Morning Post reported that

seven of the 19 villagers who stood trial

were acquitted, while the rest were sen-

tenced on May 24. (SCMP, RFA) 

Zhu Yufu, a founding member of the

outlawed China Democracy Party, was

reportedly being held beyond the antici-

pated release date of his seven-year prison

term. Zhu’s family contends that according

to the Criminal Law, he should have been

released on June 19, but the court has said

he will be released on September 15,

2006. (RFA)

A Chinese sociologist went on trial

behind closed doors on August 16. Lu Jian-

hua was accused of a crime involving state

secrets, mainly due to his alleged links with

Straits Times journalist Ching Cheong. His

August 16 trial, just a day after Ching’s,

lasted around 90 minutes. His wife was not

allowed to attend the trial because the

charge involved state secrets. (NYT)

Li Jianping was still awaiting his sen-

tence in August, nearly four months after

his trial on April 12. He was tried on

charges of “incitement to subvert state

power” on the basis of articles he posted

on overseas Web sites. The Zibo City procu-

ratorate has made a request to submit

additional evidence in the case, but Li’s

family has received no written or verbal

notice of this request. In the meantime, Li

has been almost completely cut off from

communication with his family and lawyer,

and has on several occasions relied on oth-

ers to pass letters to his family requesting

a meeting with his lawyer. Sources worry

that Li could be suffering abusive condi-

tions in detention, and has no way to con-

tact those outside the prison for

assistance. (HRIC)

Li Yuanlong, 45, a former reporter for

Bijie Daily, was sentenced to two years in

prison on July 12 on charges of inciting

subversion of state power. Li reported on

rural poverty, and had been censored in

recent years because of complaints by

local officials embarrassed by his reports.

He was detained in September 2005 after

he posted essays critical of the government

on the Internet. He went to trial on May 11

after at least two delays occasioned by

inadequate evidence. Li’s lawyer stated

that international outcry over Li’s case may

have been a factor in his relatively light sen-

tence. (Reuters, RFA, CPJ)

Tan Kai, a leader of the environmental

group “Green Watch,” was sentenced to 18

months in prison on August 10 on charges

of illegally obtaining state secrets. Tan was

detained in October 2005 after he

attempted to open a bank account under

his name for Green Watch, which is not offi-

cially registered. He went to trial at

Hangzhou’s Xihu District Court on May 15,

but the trial, which was closed to the pub-

lic, was granted a continuance on June 20.

The state secrets charge against Tan

reportedly stemmed from his employment

as a computer repair technician, during

which he made a routine backup of the

office computer of an employee of the Zhe-

jiang provincial Party committee.  (HRIC)

Zhao Yan, a freelance writer for The

New York Times, was tried on state secrets

charges in a closed court session on June

16. His verdict was announced at a court

hearing on August 25, during which he was

sentenced to three years in prison on

charges of fraud. State secrets charges

against him were dismissed for lack of evi-

dence. Zhao was detained in September

2004, shortly after the Times published a

story accurately predicting that former pres-

ident Jiang Zemin was stepping down as

chairman of the Communist Party’s Central

Military Commission. The Times denied

that Zhao was its source for the informa-

tion. Charges against Zhao were dropped in

March, weeks before President Hu Jintao

visited the United States, but were rein-

stated in May. The unrelated fraud charge

accused Zhao of taking $2,500 to help a

man avoid service at a labor camp, then

failing to do so. Zhao has denied this

charge also, and plans to appeal. (NYT,

RFA, XH)

Chen Guangcheng, the blind human

rights activist who exposed family planning

abuses in Shandong Province, was sen-

tenced to four years and three months in

prison on August 24 on charges of “damag-

ing property and organizing a mob to dis-

turb traffic.” Chen was represented by

court-appointed lawyers after police

detained three members of his defense

team the night before his trial. The U.S.

Assistant Secretary of State Ellen R. Sauer-

brey, on the sidelines of the China-U.S.

Global Issues Forum in Beijing on August

10, called for Chen’s release. (BBC)

A court in Beijing sentenced Straits

Times reporter Ching Cheong to five years
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in prison on August 31 on charges of spy-

ing for Taiwan. Ching, detained since April

2005, was also deprived of his political

rights for a year and had personal property

worth 300,000 yuan confiscated. Rights

groups and journalists expressed concern

for Ching, who is 56 and suffers from high

blood pressure. Ching was charged with

allegedly receiving money from a Taiwan

foundation and using it to buy secret infor-

mation on China’s political, economic and

military affairs between 2000 and 2005.

(Reuters)

RELEASED

Vatican-appointed bishop Jia Zhiguo was

released from prison due to ill health in

May. The appointment of the 70-year-old

Catholic bishop in 1950 was never recog-

nized by the Chinese authorities. Jia has

spent a total of 20 years in prison and has

been detained eight times since 2004 for

participating in illegal religious activities.

(VOA)

Independent filmmaker and blogger Wu

Hao was freed in July after being held in

isolation without charge for five months. Wu

returned to China in 2004 after living in the

United States for 12 years, and was

detained on February 22 after interviewing

a human rights lawyer while making a docu-

mentary about an underground Protestant

church. He was held in isolation for 140

days and denied access to a lawyer. Chi-

nese authorities never gave a reason for

his detention and barred his relatives from

visiting or phoning him. (Reuters)

Feng Liangxi, the son of Shanghai peti-

tioner Liu Xinjuan, was released on July 14

after being detained at the end of June

when he went to a mental hospital to

reclaim his mother’s belongings. Liu Xin-

juan had recently escaped from the mental

hospital after being forcibly admitted by the

authorities and held for 20 days against her

will. She said the authorities were holding

Feng in her place. (RFA) 

Rights activist Liu Beixing was released

from prison on July 25, but authorities in

Yibin County, Sichuan Province arrested two

people planning a welcome home gathering

for Liu. Authorities also questioned other

members of the group over allegedly “plan-

ning an illegal gathering and demonstra-

tions.” Liu was sentenced to a three-year

prison term in 2003 for representing vil-

lagers in a compensation lawsuit. (RFA)

Rights defenders Liu Anjun and Yu Xin-

jiao were both released from prison in late

July. Liu Anjun was crippled in 2003 in an

attack by thugs allegedly in the hire of

developers while petitioning on behalf of

residents displaced by a redevelopment

scheme. He was detained and imprisoned

in 2004 for disturbing public order after

objecting to police beating someone else.

Yu Xinjiao, a poet and June 4th veteran,

became an active campaigner in expanding

cultural space and human rights. He was

detained in 1999 on fabricated rape

charges and sentenced to 7 years in

prison. (RFA)

DEATH PENALTY 

VIOLENT CRIMES

Fang Jianqing, 19, a nanny from a rural vil-

lage convicted of murdering her employers

and sentenced to death by Shanxi Higher

People’s Court on April 4, was executed on

May 17 after her sentence was upheld on

appeal. (XH)

Ju Yunlong, 50, unemployed, convicted

of robbing and murdering a taxi-driver on

May 15, 2005, was sentenced to death by

the Shanghai No. 2 Intermediate People’s

Court around May 16. (Beijing News)

Lu Yunpeng, Zhao Mingjie, Zhao Zhun-

zhang and Zhang Zhanke, convicted of

attacking business rivals, one of whom

died as a result, were sentenced to death

by the Zhengzhou Intermediate People’s

Court in Henan Province on May 15. (LD)

Xu Chengping and Zheng Jun, con-

victed of murdering Xu’s business partner

and then taking his properties, were sen-

tenced to death by the Fuzhou Intermediate

People’s Court on May 19. He is appealing

the decision. (XH)

Zheng Yuanbo, 38, convicted of murder-

ing his son’s principal on November 11,

2005 after a quarrel, was sentenced to

death by the Wenzhou Intermediate People’s

Court in Zhejiang Province on May 12. (LD) 

Zhou Yanfan, 30, a triad member con-

victed of murdering five people, was sen-

tenced to death by Chaozhou Intermediate

People’s Court and executed on May 24.

(ND)

Xu Chengping, Zheng Jun and Liu

Xiong, a gang member and two former

police officers, were convicted of murder

and sentenced to death by the Fuzhou

Immediate People’s Court in their first

instance trial on May 19. They are appeal-

ing the decision. (XH)

Dan Yanqin and Dan Duode, a sister

and brother accused of setting off a deadly

explosion on March 11, 2006, were sen-

tenced to death by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Guangxi Province on May

29. (LD)

Ai Xuqiang, 32, a taxi driver, was sen-

tenced to death for vehicular manslaughter

by the Beijing No. 2 Intermediate People’s

Court on May 30. (XH) 

Song Minger, a policeman, was sen-

tenced to death for murdering his lover in

September 2005 by the Fuzhou Intermedi-

ate People’s Court in Fujian Province

around May 31. (XH)

Zeng Qijian, a senior customs officer

convicted of committing vehicular

manslaughter in April 2005, was sentenced

to death with two-year reprieve by the Bei-

hai Intermediate People’s Court in Guangxi

Province on June 2. (XH) 

Lu Shuangfu and Ren Jianhua, sen-

tenced to death by the Shanghai No. 1

Intermediate People’s Court for robbery

and murder, were executed on June 6 after

their verdicts were upheld on appeal. (XH)

Gao Hongying, a 36-year-old farmer,

was sentenced to death by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Anhui Province around

June 9 for repeatedly raping his 13-year-old

daughter. (XH)

Yang Fubiao, a tertiary student, was

sentenced to death by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Yunnan Province on June

12 for robbing and killing a taxi driver in

February 2006. (XH)

Xu Yongliang, 20, a security officer sen-

tenced to death by Beijing No. 1 Intermedi-

ate People’s Court for murdering another

officer, was executed on June 13. (XH)

Wang Qunwei and Zou Xiaogang were

sentenced to death by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Anhui Province around

June 16 for gang-raping 16 girls with six

accomplices between March 2004 and Jan-

uary 2005. (XH) 

Zhou Jingzhi, 44, was sentenced to

death with a two-year reprieve by an Inter-

mediate People’s Court in Jilin Province on

June 20 for tattooing insulting and obscene

words on the bodies of three women

against their will. (XH)

Tang Rulin was sentenced to death by

the Lanzhou Intermediate People’s Court in
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Gansu Province on June 21 for murdering a

sex worker in September 2005. (XH) 

Zhong Wenguang and Liu Xiangyong,

sentenced to death by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Guangdong for conducting

a deadly arson attack in December 2004,

were executed on June 27 after their ver-

dicts were upheld on appeal to the provin-

cial Supreme People’s Court. (XH)

Zhang Xiaodong and six other

unnamed persons were executed for kid-

napping and murder by the Jiangsu Higher

People’s Court around July 3. (LD)

Xu Shuangfu, Li Maoxing and Wang

Jun, founder and members of the “Three

Grades of Servants” or Church of Truth

Christian sect, were sentenced to death

with a two-year reprieve on July 5 for mur-

dering members of the Eastern Lightning

religious group. (Reuters)

Wang Yu, convicted of killing his men-

tally disabled sister, was sentenced to

death on July 5 by the Lanzhou City Inter-

mediate People’s Court. (Shenzhen Daily)

Wang Jingsheng, 28, an unemployed

man convicted of murdering two people in

Beijing in 2004, was sentenced to death by

Beijing First Intermediate People’s Court on

July 7. (XH)

Zhang Bei, Qu Yuntong, Wang Libin

and one other were sentenced to death on

July 7 by the Second Intermediate People’s

Court Of Beijing for committing a series of

murders, kidnappings and robberies begin-

ning in 1994. (CD)

Xu Dan, convicted of killing his ex-lover

in 1996, was sentenced to death with two

year reprieve by the Zhejiang Province

Ningbo City Intermediate People’s Court on

July 8. (LD)

Luo Shujian and Xu Xionghui, convicted

of kidnapping and burying alive an NPC rep-

resentative in October 2005, were sen-

tenced to death on July 11 by the Foshan

Intermediate People’s Court in Guangdong

Province. (EastDay)

Gong Runbo was sentenced to death by

the Jiamusi Intermediate People’s Court on

July 13 for molesting six children and mur-

dering five of them in February. (SD)

He Zhiqiang, 19, a farmer convicted of

murdering a policeman in a robbery in May,

was sentenced to death by the Lijiang Inter-

mediate People’s Court in Yunnan Province

on July 13. (XH)

Li Heping and Dong Mengquan were

put to death on July 14 after the Xinjiang

Uighur Autonomous Region Higher People’s

Court found them guilty of raping and mur-

dering two women in 2005. (XH)

Sun Gaohong, Yang Yongqiang and Zhu

Hongsheng were executed on July 14 after

the Shanxi Province Higher People’s Court

found them guilty of kidnapping and mur-

dering a 6 year-old boy. (XH)

Liang Jiqian, convicted of murdering

several children and women with a hatchet,

was sentenced to death by the Guangxi

Qinzhou City Intermediate People’s Court

around July 14. (XH)

Lin Yueyou and Lin Yueduo, brothers

convicted of murdering a policeman on a

train to Daxinanling from Dalian, were sen-

tenced to death by Harbin’s Railway Trans-

portation Intermediate Court around July

17. Lin Yueduo was given a two-year

reprieve. (XH)

Zhang Junfeng was put to death on July

18 after Beijing’s First Intermediate

People’s Court found him guilty of murder-

ing his boss in April 2004. (XH)

Li Zhiqiang, 27, was put to death on

July 18 after Beijing’s First Intermediate

People’s Court convicted him of raping and

murdering his 84-year old neighbor in April.

(XH)

Cai Mingxin was sentenced to death on

July 19 by the Zhejiang Province Wenzhou

City Intermediate People’s Court for the mur-

der and rape of a woman in Hebei Province.

He was given a two-year reprieve. (XH)

Chen Shanfu and Zeng Qiang were sen-

tenced to death for murder by the Chengdu

Intermediate People’s Court on July 27. (XH)

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Mu Yousu and Ma Wenhai were sentenced

to death for illegal drug manufacturing by

the Intermediate People’s Court of

Lanzhou, Gansu Province on June 25. Ma

was given a two-year reprieve. (XH) 

Yang Chao, 22, was sentenced to death

for drug trafficking by the No. 2 Beijing

Intermediate People’s Court around July

26. (XH)

ECONOMIC CRIMES

Liu Feng, the deputy manager of a corpora-

tion, was sentenced to death with two-year

reprieve for corruption and other charges by

an Intermediate People’s Court in Anhui

Province on June 18. (XH)

Li Rongxing, a senior official at a state-

owned enterprise, was sentenced to death

with two-year reprieve for corruption during

1994 and 2003 by an Intermediate

People’s Court in Shandong Province

around June 25. (Beijing News)

Wen Mengjie, 50, an employee of the

Bank of Communications convicted of

receiving bribes totaling 10 million yuan,

had his December 2005 death sentence

upheld on appeal by the Beijing No. 1 Inter-

mediate People’s Court on July 10. (XH)

Tian Yufei, former secretary of the CCP

Jianwei County Committee in Sichuan

Province, was sentenced to death by the

Sichuan Chengdu Intermediate People’s

Court on July 13 for accepting bribes. He

was given a two-year reprieve. (XH)

Luo Lianguo and Wu Haifeng, a Jilin

company chairman and Changchun Bank

director, were sentenced to death by the

Jilin Province Higher People’s Court for

financial crimes around July 27. (XH)

THEFT 

Su Juncai, convicted of robbery, illegally

possessing guns and serious assault in

March, was sentenced to death by the

Shanghai No. 2 Intermediate People’s

Court on July 4. (EastDay)

Ding Hanqin and Zhang Wen were sen-

tenced to death with a two-year reprieve by

the Sichuan Higher People’s Court on July

27 for stealing oil from a pipeline near

Guangyuan. (LD)

ABBREVIATIONS

MP Ming Pao

ABC Australian Broadcasting

Corporation 

AD Apple Daily

AFP Agence France Presse

AP Associated Press

CD China Daily

CP The China Post

CPJ Committee to Protect Journalists

HRIC Human Rights in China

IHT International Herald Tribune

LD Legal Daily

ND Nanfang Daily 

NYT The New York Times

PD People’s Daily

RFA Radio Free Asia

RSF Reporters Without Borders

SCMP South China Morning Post

SD Shanghai Daily

UHRP Uyghur Human Rights Project 

WP The Washington Post

XH Xinhua News Agency
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