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INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AND

ADVOCACY ON HUMAN RIGHTS

ISSUES

Support to Political Prisoners
As part of HRIC's advocacy work on behalf

of individual political prisoners, HRIC 

submitted three cases to the UN Working

Group on Arbitrary Detention in November.

The submissions were on behalf of Internet

activists Xu Wei and Yang Zili, and lawyer

Zheng Enchong, each arrested and tried on

state security charges. HRIC believes

these men are being arbitrarily detained

and appealed to the Working Group to

review their cases, to take appropriate

action to determine the arbitrary nature of

their detention, and to call upon the

Chinese government to release them.

Also in November, Executive Director

Sharon Hom accepted the Canadian

Journalists for Free Expression

International Press Freedom Award on

behalf of Xu Wei. The award, presented

annually, is given to journalists who through

their work have made an important contri-

bution to reinforcing and promoting the

principle of freedom of the press. The other

2003 recipients include Luis Alberto Perez

Barillas, a Guatemalan journalist who

investigated and reported on the mass

mass murders by the military, and Zahra

Kazemi, an Iranian journalist from Canada

who was murdered while in detention in an

Iranian prison.

INCORPORATING RESPONSIBILITY 2008 

HRIC's expansive multi-year research and

monitoring campaign, Incorporating

Responsibility 2008 (IR 2008), seeks to

identify various intervention points for 

promoting human rights as China 

continues to integrate into the global com-

munity. This quarter HRIC participated in

the following multilateral arenas to 

promote the Internet and trade components

of the campaign:

Trade and Human Rights
HRIC applied for and received NGO observer

status for the WTO Fifth Ministerial meeting

in Cancun, which took place September 

10-14. HRIC and the International

Federation of Human Rights Leagues

(FIDH) co-convened a "China and the WTO"

roundtable, which examined issues 

including agriculture, human rights and

business in China, labor rights, corporate

responsibility and legal reforms. Participants

and attendees told HRIC and FIDH that the

roundtable was an extremely useful and

productive exchange on the effect of

China's accession on the WTO and its 

ramifications for critical civil society 

participation in WTO processes.

In addition to the roundtable, HRIC 

representatives also attended multiple

NGO, WTO Secretariat and country briefings

and panels; prepared and submitted a joint

statement with members of the Human

Rights Caucus to WTO Ministers on the

right to food; and participated in a memorial

organized by the North Korean farmers and

Via Campesina.

In mid-November, as part of HRIC's 

education and outreach initiative, Executive

Director Sharon Hom was a guest lecturer

at Professor Daniel Rosen's graduate 

seminar at Columbia entitled, "China's

New Marketplace." The seminar focused

on non-commercial aspects of foreign

investment, including human rights. 

Internet Initiatives
HRIC was disappointed to learn in

September that despite its work on the

Internet's role in promoting an uncensored

flow of information and discussion in

China, the Executive Secretariat of the

World Summit on the Information Society

(WSIS) did not recommended HRIC for

accreditation to the WSIS, to be held in

December. HRIC issued a press release

raising serious concerns about the 

transparency and legitimacy of this 

multilateral process, which purports to

encourage the broadest possible 

participation. Other NGOs also voiced their

concerns in press statements, and several

have invited HRIC to participate in the

WSIS as an affiliate or partner NGO.

From November 3-4, Executive Director

Sharon Hom participated as an independ-

ent expert in the International Symposium

on the Information Society and Human

Dignity in Geneva, in advance of the

Summit in December. The Symposium 

participants included WSIS PrepCom

President Adama Samassékou, scholars,

government officials and NGO civil society
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representatives. After a two-day discussion,

participants reached a consensus on a

declaration that will be widely circulated 

to governments, NGOs and WSIS civil 

society groups. 

During this quarter HRIC also launched

Hua Xia Dianzi Bao, a Chinese-language

weekly E-newsletter focusing on current

social issues in China. This E-Initiative,

developed to promote freedom of 

expression and access to information,

uses innovative technology to promote

democratization and enable approximately

400,000 Chinese Internet users to take

advantage of a more open space for 

uncensored civil voices.

LITIGATION UPDATE 

Bank of China
Last June HRIC filed a lawsuit against the

Bank of China (BOC) in the federal court of

the Southern District of New York alleging

that BOC assisted the government of China

in the confiscation of humanitarian funds

that would have supported families of 

victims of the June 4th massacre. HRIC is

demanding both compensatory and 

punitive damages. On September 18,

2003, Judge Buchwald ruled on BOC's

motion for judgment on the pleadings,

dismissing some of HRIC's claims and 

permitting further discovery on others.

HRIC plans to pursue all discovery and 

litigation options.

HRIC IN THE MEDIA 

President Liu Qing, Executive Director

Sharon Hom and Research Director 

Nicolas Becquelin fielded questions in 

print and radio interviews on a range of

issues, including attacks on lawyers under

the guise of state security; massive 

redevelopment and relocation projects 

and related protests; individual political

prisoners; censorship and surveillance,

including proposed new electronic ID

cards; Xinjiang; and extra-legal detention

centers, including Custody and Repatriation

(C&R) and Reeducation Through Labor

(RTL) centers.

In a recent article by Sinologist and

political scientist Jean-Philippe Beja in The

Pacific Review (Vol. 16, No.3 2003), HRIC's

growing influence during the past decade is

attributed to its high quality of information,

sophisticated research, high level of effi-

ciency and access to government and 

policy-making circles.

HRIC'S NEW HOME

During the first week of October, HRIC

moved to its new New York office, a space

directly next door to the suite it formerly

occupied in the Empire State Building. The

project architects were led by Steve Davis

of Davis Brody Bond, LLP, a firm with a

strong design record for institutional, cor-

porate and cultural projects, and the con-

struction team was led by Bob Goldberg of

Yorke Construction. HRIC held an Open

House in November to celebrate the move,

which was attended by a large group of

HRIC friends and supporters.

STAFF AND BOARD NOTES

HRIC warmly congratulates Board member

Harold Hongju Koh, who was recently

appointed Dean of Yale Law School 

beginning in July 2004. Professor Koh is

one of the country's leading experts on

international human rights, international

law, national security law and international 

economic law. 

HRIC also welcomes Research

Associate and Campaign Coordinator Liu

Pui Shan (Si-si Liu) and Office Manager

Wendy Pang to the Hong Kong office.

Si-si received her MSc in Gender Studies

from the London School of Economics and

Political Science. Prior to joining HRIC, Si-si

worked at grassroots women's NGOs,

where she was responsible for sexual

health education and advocacy, and 

networking with other women's groups. 

Wendy received her M.A. in Entrepreneurial

Studies from the University of Stirling, and

subsequently obtained a Postgraduate

Diploma in Marketing and a Certificate in

Accountancy. She worked for four years as

the Office Manager of the Hong Kong

branch of the U.S.-China Business Council,

and was most recently Manager of The

Entrepreneurs Club, a non-profit organiza-

tion that helps existing and prospective

entrepreneurs in Hong Kong. 

_____________________________________

HRIC notes with sadness the death of

board member Arthur C. Helton. Mr. Helton,

the director of peace and conflict studies

at the Council on Foreign Relations and a

senior fellow for refugee studies and pre-

ventative action, was killed in August 2003

by a bomb blast at the UN headquarters in

Baghdad. An author, scholar, lawyer and

activist, Mr. Helton devoted his professional

life to advancing and protecting human

rights around the world. HRIC honors his

memory by continuing this important work

and extends our sympathies to his family,

friends and colleagues.

_____________________________________

Wang Yu reading her poem at the HRIC open
house.

Corrections from Issue No.3:

– Jonathan Kaufman, translator of last
issue's article by Liu Xiaobo, "The Rise of
Civil Society in China," should have been
included on the Contributors page.
Jonathan was a summer intern at HRIC,
and is currently a student at Harvard Law
School. He spent nine months in Taiwan
as a Fulbright Junior Scholar after gradu-
ating from Yale with a Master's Degree in
Chinese Language and Literature.
– The article, "Regina Must Think We are
Stupid," by StephenVines, was originally
published in the Hong Kong Standard
on May 13, 2002.
– In Chart B of the article, "Funding the
Rule of Law and Civil Society," the
organization Asia Foundation was incor-
rectly referred to as Asian Foundation.

 


