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A number of petitions have been circulated inside China

recently, calling for the government to focus greater

attention on human rights rather than the Olympic

Games. Here, Teng Biao and Hu Jia expound on the cur-

rent situation.

When Beijing won its bid to host the Olympics on July

13, 2001, government officials promised the whole

world that they would “improve the human rights situ-

ation in China.” In June 2004, China announced its slo-

gan for the Olympics: “One World, One Dream.”

The modern Olympics movement, which was estab-

lished in 1896, came about in order to promote human

dignity and peace. The people of China and of the

world are full of hope that the Olympics will bring

political progress to China.

That said, has China kept its promise? Have human

rights in China improved?

Perhaps you will come to Beijing for the Olympics. If

you do, you’ll see tall skyscrapers, broad boulevards,

modern sports facilities, and a passionate people. What

you’ll see is real, but it’s not the whole picture. It is just

like seeing a glacier at sea. You may not know it, but

some of these fresh flowers and smiles, this harmony

and prosperity are built on abuses, tears, imprisonment,

torture, and spilled blood.

We will explain these truths in China. We believe that

for those people who are hoping to avoid embarrass-

ment surrounding the Olympics, facing these problems

and knowing the truth is the first step to actually resolv-

ing the problems.

Fang Zheng is the holder of two national records in dis-
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cus throwing for disabled athletes. On the morning of

June 4, 1989, while trying to save his classmates, both of

his legs were crushed by tanks in Tiananmen Square.

Because his injured legs remind people of June 4, he has

been prevented by the government from participating

in the Special Olympics for handicapped people.1 In

April, an internal document issued by the Ministry of

Public Security stated: political investigations would be

secretly stepped up, with 11 categories and 432 types of

people prohibited from participating in the Olympics,

including political dissidents, human rights defenders,

some news organizations, religious groups, and others.3

Furthermore, Chinese police up until today have not

notified the Chinese public or the international com-

munity about these regulations.

A huge amount of money has been invested in the

Olympics, including many deals that took place behind

closed doors. As there is no financial transparency, tax-

payers have no way of effectively supervising the invest-

ment of more than $40 billion in the Olympics. The

phenomena of corruption and bribery are serious and

widespread. In order to build Olympic sports facilities,

the home of Ye Guozhu and Ye Guoqiang, two brothers

who live in Beijing, was forcibly demolished. Because

the two brothers petitioned the government to defend

their rights, they were convicted. Ye Guozhu’s hands

and feet were shackled together many times in prison;

he was also tied to his bed and beaten with an electric

baton. With one year left until the Olympics, he

remains in Chaobei Prison in Tianjin and continues to

be tortured. According to reports, 1.25 million people

have been forced from their homes to make way for the

construction of Olympic facilities. This figure is

expected to rise to 1.5 million by the end of this year.

Some 400,000 internal migrants have been forcibly

removed from their homes, which were demolished
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without any resettlement scheme. Of this number, 20

percent of the families were left in poverty or were

made more destitute.4 For the purpose of holding the

Olympics sailing competition, the city of Qingdao

forcibly demolished residential homes, and detained

and convicted many citizens and rights defenders.5

Shenyang, Shanghai, Qinhuangdao, and other Olympic

venues have all had similar incidents of forced removal

and demolishment of homes.

China continues to detain and

crackdown on rights defenders,

dissidents, writers, and journalists

who dare to speak out. Chen

Guangcheng, the blind human rights

defender named by Time Magazine as

one of the 100 most influential people

in the world and a recent recipient of

the Ramon Magsaysay Award, was

framed by judicial authorities,

charged with a crime, and imprisoned

for four years and three months

because he exposed the practice of

forced abortions and sterilizations,

and widespread use of torture.

In order to establish the image of a civilized city, the

government has intercepted, detained and forcibly

repatriated petitioners, beggars and homeless people,

putting some of them in so-called “homeless centers” or

Reeducation-Through-Labor centers for excessive peri-

ods of detention. City officials use barbaric tactics to

seize the means of living for street vendors, and also

often use violence against these people. On July 20,

2005, Lin Hongying, a 56-year-old Jiangsu farmer who

sold vegetables, was beaten to death by city officials.6

On November 19, Wu Shouqing, a 54-year-old bicycle

repairman, was beaten to death by Wuxi City officials.7

In January 2007, Duan Huimin, a petitioner from

Shanghai, was beaten to death by police.8 On July 1,

2007, a Shanghai rights defender, Chen Xiaoming, was

detained for a long period; he was denied timely med-

ical treatment and died as a result.9 With one year to go

until the Olympic opening ceremony on August 8,

2008, Beijing has arrested 200 petitioners.10

China continues to detain and crackdown on rights

defenders, dissidents, writers, and journalists who dare

to speak out. Chen Guangcheng, the blind human rights

defender named by Time Magazine as one of the 100

most influential people in the world11 and a recent recip-

ient of the Ramon Magsaysay Award, was framed by

judicial authorities, charged with a crime, and impris-

oned for four years and three months because he

exposed the practice of forced abortions and

sterilizations, and widespread use of torture. The gov-

ernment has refused to allow friends or relatives to pro-

vide him with Braille reading materials or a radio, and

he recently suffered a beating in the Linxi Prison in

Shandong Province. On August 24, 2007, his wife, Yuan

Weijing, was preparing to go to Manila in the Philip-

pines to receive her husband’s Ramon Magsaysay Award,

but was kidnapped at the Beijing airport by Shandong

national security police officers.12 On August 13, 2007,

Yang Chunlin, a rights defender from Heilongjiang

Province, was formally arrested on the suspicion of sub-

verting state power because he launched a petition, on

behalf of several tens of thousands of peasants who had

lost their land, declaring “We want human rights, not

the Olympic Games!” China has continually instigated

literary inquisitions, with more journalists and writers

in prison than any other country. According to incom-

plete statistics, more than several hundred journalists

and writers have been imprisoned since 1989. At least 30

journalists and 50 Internet users are currently detained

in China,13 and more than 90 percent of these were

arrested or sentenced since China won its bid to hold the

Olympics on July 2001. For example, journalist and poet

Shi Tao was sentenced to ten years in prison after he sent

an email to overseas websites. Xu Zerong, a Oxford Uni-

versity PhD, was sentenced to 13 years in prison because

he did research on the Korean War and thus charged

with “illegally providing intelligence outside the coun-

try.”14 Writer Qing Shuijun (Huang Jinqiu) received a

12-year sentence because he published an article on the

Internet.15 Some writers and dissidents have been pro-

hibited from leaving China; others are prohibited from

returning home.16

Every year a countless number of domestic web sites are



tember 7, he was abducted, taken back to Hubei, and

put under criminal detention.

The government continues to suppress freedom of reli-

gion. Cai Zhuohua, a Protestant minister in Beijing, was

sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in 2005 for

printing copies of the Bible.21 Zhou Heng, a house

church minister in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous

Region, was accused of illegal business activity simply

because he received several dozen boxes of the Bible.22

From April to June in 2007, China expelled more than

100 people from the United States, South Korea,

Canada, Australia, and other countries who were sus-

pected of engaging in missionary work. Included

among these were some English teachers and humani-

tarians who had worked in China for more than 15

years. The goal of this large-scale campaign to expel for-

eign religious believers, code named “Typhoon No. 5,”

is to strike against foreign religious organizations

attempting to take advantage of the opportunity pre-

sented by the Olympics to proselytize.23 On September

30, 2006, dozens of Tibetans were attempting to escape
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shut down, and countless blogs of Chinese citizens are

deleted and banned. Any article with sensitive words is

filtered.17 Many international websites cannot be

accessed in mainland China, and foreign radio broad-

casts and TV programs are interfered with or are

strictly blocked. Although the government had prom-

ised to lift restrictions on reporting by foreign journal-

ists for 22 months up to October 17, 2008 (after the end

of the Olympics),18 the Foreign Correspondents’ Club

of China said in a survey that 40 percent of foreign

reporters based in China carrying out reporting in Bei-

jing and other places had described being harassed,

detained or warned by local authorities. Some journal-

ists reported that they and their staff had on several

occasions been expelled with brutal force. Even more

serious is that the Chinese citizens who were inter-

viewed by these foreign journalists may have been put

in danger.19 In June 2006, Fu Xiancai was paralyzed

from the neck down from being beaten by police after

he had given an interview to a German media organiza-

tion.20 In March 2007, Zheng Daqing was beaten and

detained after being interviewed by the BBC. On Sep-
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Guests view the display on the 2007 Ramon Magsaysay awardee, blind Chinese human rights activist Chen Guangcheng, after ceremonies at the Cul-
tural Center of the Philippines in Manila, on August 31, 2007. Photo credits: ROMEO GACAD/AFP/Getty Images.
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to Nepal from Tibet when a Chinese border force

opened fire on them, killing a 17-year-old Buddhist

nun and wounding a 20-year-old male.24 Although this

incident was witnessed by several international

observers who were at the scene, Chinese police author-

ities still announced that they opened fire only after

first coming under a surprise attack. One year later,

Chinese control of Tibetan Buddhism is becoming

harsher. Beginning on September 1, a new regulation

was implemented in Tibetan areas requiring that the

reincarnation of lamas be approved by government

departments, a brazen and crude attempt to interfere

with the centuries-old system of selecting reincarnated

Living Buddhas in these areas.25 Furthermore, the gov-

ernment continues to obstruct the Dalai Lama, the reli-

gious leader of Tibet and renowned throughout the

world as a pacifist, from returning to his homeland.

Since 1999, members of religious groups whose ability

to worship has been restricted by the authorities, such as

members of the Falun Gong and Three Grades of Ser-

vants, have been the victims of extremely cruel treat-

ment and systematic persecution. Many were killed, and

some were tortured or persecuted to the point of psy-

chological illness. Others face prison because they have

refused to abandon their religious beliefs, are in posses-

sion of religious books, or have made

CD disks or written articles exposing

the truth of this persecution.26

China continues to be the world

leader in carrying out death sen-

tences. The number of death sen-

tences is considered a state secret, but

according to estimates by experts,

some 8,000 to 10,000 Chinese are

executed each year,27 including peo-

ple who commit both violent and

economic crimes. Of those Chinese

citizens sentenced to death, some are

completely innocent. For example,

Nie Shubin, Teng Xingshan, Cao Hai-

jin, and Hugejiletu were all only

proven to be innocent through

extraordinary, fortuitous circum-

stances.28 Chen Guoqing, He Guo-

qiang, Yang Shiliang, Zhu Yanqiang,

Huang Zhixiang, Fang Chunping, Cheng Fagen, and

Cheng Lihe were eight innocent farmers who confessed

under intense, cruel torture by the police. The judge

clearly knew the accused were innocent, but still

handed down death sentences. A stay of execution was

granted, and the eight men are now being held sepa-

rately in Hebei and Jingdezhen Prison.29

Torture goes on regularly in China’s detention centers,

Reeducation-Through-Labor camps, and prisons.

Methods of torture include electric shocks, burning, the

use of electric needles, hanging for prolonged periods,

sleep deprivation, forced injections of substances that

damage one’s nervous system, needles forced into fin-

gers, and more. Every year, there are Chinese citizens

who are tortured by police and prison officers to the

point of becoming crippled or even killed.

China still employs the arbitrary detention system of

Reeducation-Through-Labor, which means police units

can deprive a person of his or her personal liberty for as

long as four years without a court trial. In addition,

there is also the temporary shelter system in which the

police have the power to deprive a person of his or her

freedom for anywhere between six months to two years.

In order to simplify procedures and confuse the public,

A woman holds a placard as she participates in the Sydney leg of the Global Human Rights Torch
Relay (HRTR), 27 October 2007. Photo credits: GREG WOOD/AFP/Getty Images.



intimidate, place under house arrest, or arrest those

who work for civil society organizations in the

HIV/AIDS field, as well as individuals with HIV/AIDS

who are aware of and speak up for their own rights.

The Chinese government sells weapons and supports

ethnic conflict and killings in Sudan’s Dafur region, and

other African nations where armed conflicts occur.

The Chinese government forcefully repatriates North

Korean refugees, even though it clearly knows that these

refugees risk being put into labor camps and may even

face execution when they return home. This is a viola-

tion of the Convention Relating to the Status of

Refugees and the Protocol Relating to the Status of

Refugees, to which China is a state party.

Everyone should know that the country that is about to

host the Olympics is one without democratic elections,

freedom of religion, independent courts or independent

unions. It prohibits protests and labor strikes. It is a state

that carries out widespread torture, discrimination, and

employs a large secret police system. It is a nation that

violates human rights standards and human dignity, and

is not ready to fulfill its international obligations.

We all live in “one world,” and we all

long for “one dream.” We hope that

some day, the Chinese people and the

peoples of all countries will be the

same and can enjoy the same human

rights, freedom, democracy, peace,

and all those things that have timeless

value all over the world.

Everyone should consider whether the spirit of the

Olympics can co-exist with religious persecution, Reed-

ucation-Through-Labor, modern-day slave labor, social

discrimination, secret police, and violence against

humanity.

We all live in “one world,” and we all long for “one

dream.” We hope that some day, the Chinese people and

the peoples of all countries will be the same and can en-

joy the same human rights, freedom, democracy, peace,
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relevant authorities will sometimes simply put dissi-

dents or rights defenders in Reeducation-Through-

Labor camps, temporary shelters, or even psychiatric

hospitals.30

The world’s largest secret police system—the Ministry

of State Security and the Ministry of Public Security’s

Internal Security Bureau—exercises extensive extraju-

dicial powers. They can monitor and follow people,

place citizens under house arrest, and detain and tor-

ture them. On June 3, 2004, China’s secret police

brazenly put heroin into the hands of Xu Fangping, a

Chongqing dissident, in order to frame him for selling

drugs. Xu Fangping was later sentenced to 12 years in

prison for subverting state power.31

The Chinese people have no right to elect their national

leaders, or to choose local leaders or representatives. In

reality, they have never freely and genuinely exercised

the right to elect representatives for the local people’s

congresses. Sun Buer, a member of the Pan-Blue

Alliance from Wuhan, ran as an independent in the

election for deputies to the county-level People’s Con-

gress in September 2006, and was beaten so badly that

blood covered his entire face. He has been missing since

May 23 of this year, and to date, his whereabouts

remain unknown.32

China continues to implement a barbaric discrimina-

tory system with respect to rural and urban areas.

According to China’s electoral law, a rural resident has

one-fourth of the electoral representation of an urban

resident.33 In June 2007, the media brought the “Black

Kilns Incident” to light, exposing the story of several

thousand minors who were abducted and sold into

forced labor. These children were beaten and perse-

cuted; a large number of them were left injured and dis-

abled, and some were even buried alive. Of the children

who were tricked into doing harsh labor at these kilns

in Shanxi Province, the youngest was just eight years

old and the oldest 13. Almost every one of these kilns

had a connection to government officials.

Chinese political and judicial units have illegally pre-

vented people infected with HIV/AIDS from seeking

legal redress from government units that bear responsi-

bility [for the spread of the disease]. Secret police often
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and all those things that have timeless value all over the

world. However, we see a China that is not yet prepared

to honor its promise—all the preparations for the

Olympics carried out by the Chinese government until

now have shown that the hosting of the Olympics has

become, on the contrary, an excuse for the government

to restrict civil rights and to suppress human rights.

If there is no human dignity or human

rights, then there can be no real

Olympics. For the sake of China and

for the sake of the Olympics, defend

human rights.

We don’t want to see a blockaded or isolated China.

However, it is only through the pressure generated by

adhering to human rights principles and a frank dia-

logue that China will be spurred to improve its current

situation. Ignoring the above realities and covering up

the various violent actions committed behind Beijing’s

glittering Olympic rings is a blatant disregard of the

Olympic Charter. Protecting human rights takes time,

but we should take immediate steps to ensure that the

human rights situation in China does not continue to

deteriorate. Allowing a country that tramples on

human dignity to hold the Olympics does not bring

honor to the people of this country, nor does it bring

glory to the Olympic Games.

We sincerely hope that the Olympics will bring the val-

ues of peace, equality, freedom, and fairness to the 1.3

billion people of China. We pray that the Olympics will

take place in a China that is free. We must promote a

2008 Olympics that is truly in accord with the Olympic

Charter and the achievement of the same dream of

human rights that exists in the rest of the world. We

believe only this type of Olympic Games will help pro-

mote the advancement of democracy in China and fos-

ter world peace.

If there is no human dignity or human rights, then

there can be no real Olympics. For the sake of China

and for the sake of the Olympics, defend human rights.

September 10, 2007

The original Chinese essay was posted online: Hu Jia’s

MSN Spaces blog, September 11, 2007, http://hujiachina.

spaces.live.com/blog/cns!2E61195DD50A5E9A!327.

entry.
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