NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
WWW, }rwc org; lrwc@ portal.ca; Tel: +1 604 738 0338; Fax: +1 604 736 1175
-3220 West 13™ Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. CANADA V6K 2V5 -
Chec_k Against Dellvery

. Date: 19 March 2014
HRC section: Agenda Item 6
Speaker: Ms., Vani Selvarajah

Oral Statement to the 25th Sessron of the UN Human nghts Councll Regular Session - Oral
Statement Item 6: UPR Qutcomes: China

Lawyers Rjghts Watch Canada (LRWC), non~g0vernmental orgamzatlon in specnal consultatwe
status

Thank you Mr President, ,
Lawyers Rights Watch Canada requests Council to consider our remarks on China’s UPR,

Council should be gravely concerned about the case of democracy activist, Cao Shunli, who peacefully

campaighed for civil society input into China’s UPR process. In September, 2013, she was scheduled to

fly to Geneva to attend civil society meetings in preparation for China’s October 22“‘i UPR, She was

arrested at Beijing Airport and "dlsappeared” uniil October 21%, when she was charged with "picking

© quarrels and provoking troubles.” ! She was seriously ill in prrson but was refused medical treatment, On-
February 20th, Cao Shunli was transferred toa Beljmg hosprtal She died on March 14th? whlle on life

. support.

In the fall 0f 2013, Doctors Agarnst Forced Organ Harvestmg dehvered al, 5-m11110n—s1gnature petltron to
“the High Commrssmner for Human Rights seeking an end to and an investigation of China’s “slaughter of
prisoners of conscience for organ procurement. » In December, the European Parliament condemned and
demanded an immediate end to China’s state—sanctroned organ harvestmg from exccuted prlsoners of

conscience .rnam]y Faliin Gong practitioners.®

China prohibits lawyers from defending such practltioners and Courts. from acceptlng lawsurrs on their
behalf, Lawyers advocating for Falun Gong practitioners, 1nclud1ng Gao Zhlsheng, are intimidated,
dlsbarred 1mprrsoned and/or tortured. S

The Outcome Report provides no meaningful response to docurnentatmn of China's attacks en human
rights lawyers.” In the face of systemic torture, Kkilling for organ procurement, deprivation of independent
- legal representation and harassment of human rights defenders and lawyers, LRWC considers States’ '
- comments "welcoming" Chrnas human ri ghts progress as cruelly 1nappropriate. Thank you Mr President.
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